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PREFACE. 


Turis volume is designed to be a small literary 
Memorial of the Seventh Jubilee of the glorious 
Reformation. 

It is not all for the first time published. Some 
of the same topics were briefly treated in sundry 
fugitive tracts and Review articles, given out by 
the author at different times, in the past twenty 
years. ‘These several pieces have been collected, 
rewritten, amplified, and some half a dozen or 
more new chapters added. The result is what 
the reader now has in hand. It is still far below 
what the subject deserves, and what the author 
would like to see produced for the use of our 
English Lutheran Churches. But, in the absence 
of anything better, it may serve a good end, and 
contribute something toward a just portrayal 
and vindication of the primal and greatest of 
Protestant communions, the first to obtain re- 
cognition from the powers of the earth, and the 
largest in numbers and contributions to the eman- 


cipation and Christian instruction of mankind. 
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It may answer somewhat to enlighten and con- 
firm our members, as to the excellence and worth 
of the glorious inheritance we have in our Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church, and to fortify them 
against the subtle and specious influences which 
are often brought to bear upon them, to persuade 
them away to the creedless sects or pretentious de- 
nominations by whom they are surrounded, or to 
induce them to believe that the Lutheran faith is 
a superannuated thing, which needs recension to 
bring it up to the times and into harmony with 
the Scriptures. It is a short plea in behalf of the 
rights and superior claims of a great Evangelical 
cause and people, concerning whom the mind of 
the English reading public has been unjustly 
abused, and with reference to whom it is but 
meet and right that the stirring truth should at 
length be told. . 

The writer is conscious of the feebleness with 
which he has worked the rich and inexhaustible 
mine into which he has thus entered. There are 
vast and precious treasures in it that have scarcely 
been touched in these pages. But such as it 
is, this little book is now given to the public, 
with the earnest prayer that God may make 
it the instrument of good and blessing to His 
Church and people. 
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ALMIGHTY Gop, by whose Providence Thy 
servants, our fathers, were sent to prepare the 
way of Thy Son our Saviour, by preaching 
repentance toward God, and faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, make us so to follow their doc- 
trine and holy life, that we may truly repent 
and believe according to their preaching; and 
after their example constantly speak the truth, 
boldly rebuke vice, and patiently suffer for the 
truth’s sake. 


O Lord, we beseech Thee, let Thy continual 
pity cleanse and defend Thy Church; and be- 
cause it cannot continue in safety without Thy 
succor, preserve it evermore by Thy help and 
goodness, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who, 
with Thee and the Holy Ghost, liveth and 
reigneth, one God, blessed forever. 

AMEN, 


Mn Wy Wf 


Vy 
Vy 


Chapter Lirst. 


THE CHURCH AND CHURCHES. 


Gop has a Church among men, which must 


be, and abide through all time. 


This Church 


is one, holy, catholic, Apostolic—the pillar 
and ground of the truth—the communion of 
saints—in which is eternal life, and outside 
of which there are no promises of salvation. 

The Church of Jesus Christ is the com- 
munity of those who believe in Christ, among 
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whom the Gospel is preached in its purity, 
and the sacraments are administered accord- 
ing to His own appointments. 

The Church is one; not in the local assem- 
bly of its members; not in exact uniformity 
in minor details of doctrine, government, or 
worship; not in uninterrupted harmony and 
perfect peace between its different portions ; 
not in universal subjection to one visible 
ruler; but in the conjunction of all its parts, 
in one invisible and divine Redeemer, their 
procession from one beginning, and their com- 
mon dependence upon the foundation of the 
Prophets and Apostles, Jesus Christ himself 
being the chief corner-stone. 

This Church is holy, as proceeding from a 
holy original, as partaker of'a holy calling, 
as embracing a holy faith, as clothed with 
the Saviour’s righteousness, and as embody- 
ing the sanctification of the Holy Ghost. 

It is catholic,* as unconfined to sectarian 
or national boundaries, extending over all 


* Catholic is the word. Christian, a substitution which some 
are trying to domesticate in English versions of the creed, does 
not express the idea. The symbolical books have ‘+ Catholicam”’ 
in the Latin, and the “ Apology,” even in the German, speaks 
of ‘«der katholischen oder gemeinen Kirchen,” and gives this 
clause of the creed, ‘ein katholische, gemeine, Christliche 
Kirche.”—Art. De Ecclesia. 
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climes, existing through all ages, and cous 
hending all God’s true saints. 

It is Apostolic, as resting upon the testimony 
of the Apostles, and planted by their labors. 

And this Church is properly a Church—an 
exxknota—a, Convocation—a community of peo- 
ple called out from among the rest of man- 
kind. “ Whenever we think of the Church, 
we represent to ourselves the assemblage of 
those who have been called, which is the visible 
Church; nor do we dream that any of the elect 
are elsewhere than in this visible Church.”* 
“The invisible Church lies concealed in the 
visible.” + 

In the one universal Church, there are 
many particular Churches. Hence the Scrip- 
tures speak of Churches—“the Churches 
- of Asia,” “the Church of Ephesus,” “the 
Church in Sardis,” “the Church which was 
at Jerusalem,” ‘“ Nymphas and the Church 
which is in his house.” Any one of these 
individual Churches, bears the same relation 
to the Church universal, which one drop of 
water bears to a lake of waters. 

So, also, classes, or groups of Churches, ad- 


* Melancthon, Loc. Com. Erlangen, 283, 
+ Ursinus, Heid. Cat., 287. 
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hering to the same formularies of doctrine, 
systems of government, or modes of worship, 
are humanly reckoned as more extended par- 
ticular Churches. Thus we speak of the 
Romish Church, the Greek Church, the Epis- 
copal Church, the Lutheran Church. 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church is that 
body of Christian believers, or aggregate of 
individual Churches, found in the Germanic 
States, Prussia, Austria, France, Denmark, 
Norway, Sweden, Russia, Poland, Hungary, 
Bohemia, the Netherlands, European Turkey, 
England, the United States, the East and 
West Indies, South America, Africa, and 
other parts of the world, who adhere to the 
Confessio Augustana, or Augsburg Confession, ' 
as a just exhibit of the great doctrines, taught 
in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testa- 
ments | 

Some of these Churches adhere to the Augs- 
burg Confession with more rigidness than 
others; but, in some form, this Confession is 
the acknowledged symbol of all Lutherans. 
None are properly Evangelical Lutherans 
who do not accept it as a correct résumé of 
the great doctrines of the infallible Word of 
God. These Churches are, accordingly, called 
“The Churches of the Augsburg Confession.” 


Chapter Second. 


LEE NAME OWN LUT WER. 


Ae |UR Church is generally known by the 
1: name of “ The Lutheran Church.” 

This title was first applied by the 
Romanists, in derision. It is no part 
of our original and proper designation. Our 
Church is simply “ The Evangelical Church ;” 
or, “ The Church of the Augsburg Confession.” 
In a schismatic or sectarian sense, we quite 
oppose the use of the name of Luther, or of - 
any mere man, as not only objectionable, but 
sinful. Luther, himself, has spoken very dis- 
tinctly, and strongly, on this point. 

“T am bound,” he says, “to admonish those 
who scandalize the holy Gospel. There are 
some, who, when they have read a leaf or 
two, or heard a sermon, ho! away they fly— 
Evangelical right off—Lutherans of the best 
sort! They want something new, and are 
anxious to make a good appearance. But 
they abuse the holy Gospel to their own wan- 
tonness. Not so, thou fool; hear, and be in- 
structed. I wish people to be silent as re- 
2% (13) 
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gards my name, and to let themselves be 
called, not Lutherans, but Christians. What 
is Luther? The doctrine is not mine. Nei- 
ther have I been crucified for any one. St. 
Paul would not permit Christians to say, lL 
am of Paul, or of Peter, but of Christ. How 
came I, poor, corrupt mortal, to this, that 
Christ's children should be called by my 
unhallowed name. Not so, my friend. Let 
us put away party names, and bear the name 
of Christ, whose doctrine we hold. The pa- 
pists have rightly a party name; for they are 
not satisfied with Christ’s name and doctrine, 
and prefer to be papists. apists let them be ; 
for the Pope is their master. I neither am, 
nor will be, any man’s master. I hold with 
the Church the one only common doctrine of 
Christ, who alone is our Master. Matt. 23: 
a}ely o 

In the way of party eclat and self-e¢lorifi- 
cation, then, we refuse to take the name of 
Luther, as also in the sense that he is the ob- 
ject of our faith, or the Lord of what we be- 
lieve. But, there is a use of his name, not 
only allowable, but even necessary, according 
to his own explanation. 


* Freue Vermanung, &c., 1522, Walch x, 420. 
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“There are some,” he says, “who, when 
assailed, say, ‘I do not hold with Luther, or 
with any man, but with the holy Gospel, and 
with the Church, and with the holy or Roman 
Church; and so escape; though, in their 
hearts, they regard my doctrine as Evangeli- 
cal. Verily, such a Confession will not help 
them, and even amounts to a denial of Christ. 
If you hold that the doctrine of Luther is the 
doctrine of the Gospel, and that the Pope’s is 
opposed to the Gospel, you must not cast Luther 
wholly aside, otherwise, you will also cast 
aside with him that doctrine of his, which 
you confess to be the doctrine of Christ. 
Thus must you say, ‘Whether Luther be a 
sinner or a saint, 1s no concern of mine; his 
doctrine is not his own, but that of Christ 
himself.’ For you see that the tyrants are 
trying, not merely to destroy Luther, but they 
wish to root out his doctrine; and for the doc- 
trines sake they feel about you, and ask 
whether you are a Lutheran. Here surely 
you must not use equivocal words (Rohr- 
worten), but freely confess Christ, whether 
Luther, Nicholas, or George preaches Him. 
LET GO THE PERSONS, BUT THE DOCTRINE YOU 
MUST CONFESS. 

“Thus Paul wrote to Timothy (2:1): ‘Be 


16 ECCLESIA LUTHERANA. 


not thou therefore ashamed of the testirnony 
of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner.” If it 
had been enough for Timothy that he con- 
fessed the Gospel, Paul would not have 
charged him’ also not to be ashamed of him, 
not as the person, but as the prisoner for the 
Gospels sake. If Timothy now had said, ‘1 
hold neither with Paul, nor with Peter, but 
with Christ, and yet knew that Paul and 
Peter preached Christ, he would, in so doing, 
have denied Christ himself. For Christ says 
Matt. 10, ‘He that receiveth you, receiveth 
me; and he that despiseth you, despiseth me.’ 
Why? For the reason that if we hold in 
disesteem His embassadors (who bring His 
Word), it is the same as holding Him and 
His Word in disesteem.”* 

A good illustration of how Lutherans re- 
ject the name of Luther, and how they re- 
ceive and acknowledge it, may be found in 
the magnanimous utterance of the Margrave 
of Brandenburg, who, when reproached with 
being a Lutheran, said: “ I was not baptized 
in the name of Luther; he is not my God 
and Saviour; I do not rest my faith in him, 
and am not saved by him; and, therefore, in - 


* Von beiden Gestalt des Sacraments, &., 1552, Walch xx, 
136, 187. 
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this sense, I am no Lutheran. But, if I be 
asked whether, with my heart and lips, I 
profess the doctrines which God restored to 
light by the instrumentality of His blessed 
servant Dr. Luther, I neither hesitate, nor 
am ashamed, to call myself a@ Lutheran. In 
this sense I am, and, as long as I live, will 
remain A LUTHERAN.”* 

As we in heart and confession stand and 
believe with Luther, we know of no processes 
of just dealing, and of no way of being fair 
to our responsibilities to God, and His good 
providence in the history and reformation of 
His Church, by which to rid ourselves of 
identification with the name of Luther. 
Away with party names, and names that lie 
and deceive! Yes, amen. We call our- 
selves Lutherans, and our Churches, Lutheran 
Churches, not for Luther’s sake, nor for the 
selfish pride of ornamenting ourselves with 
his name, but because we accept, hold, and 
teach the doctrine he taught, as the pure doc- 
trine of Christ. And because we believe that 
the articles of faith which Luther taught and 
defended, and receive them as the pure Gos- 
pel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, we 


* Kercher’s Vertheidigung, p. 60, 
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are bound to acknowledge and take his name, 
whether it be one of honor or reproach. Let 
those disown him who disown his doctrine ; 
we hold the Gospel as he held and preached 
it, and, therefore, we cannot hesitate to take 
the name. 

If we are to call the Church Apostolic, be- 
cause the Apostles were its most distinguished 
servants and helpers in the early times, we 
are at like liberty, and under like obligations, 
for corresponding reasons, also to call it Lu- 
theran now. It is Apostolic, because the 
Apostles planted and nourished it at the be- 

_ ginning, and it is in like manner Lutheran 
now, because Luther was the instrument 
chosen of God to recover it from its prostra- 
tion, and to plant and establish it anew in 
modern times. Archdeacon [are has justly 
said, “The name may so far be accepted, as a 
testimony to all generations that Luther was 
the man of God, sent with the power and 
spirit of Elijah to cast down the altars of 
Baal, and to reestablish the true spiritual 
worship of the Father, in hearts reconciled to 
Ilim by the incarnation and sacrifice of His 
only-begotten Son.’* 


* Vindication of Luther, p. 85. 


Chapter Third. 


“WHO LUTHER WAS. 


aA HERE is no occasion to be ashamed 
@ JS) of Luther. Carlyle says, “I will call 
this Luther a true great man; great 
in intellect, in courage, affection and 
integrity; one of the most lovable and _pre- 
cious men. Great, not as a hewn obelisk; 
but as an Alpine mountain—so simple, hon- 
est, spontaneous, not setting up to be great 
at all; there for quite another purpose than 
being great! Ah yes, unsubdued granite, 
piercing far and wide into the heavens; yet 
in the clefts of its fountains, green, beautiful 
valleys with flowers! A right spiritual hero 
and prophet; once more, a true son of Nature 
and Fact, for whom these centuries, and many 
that are to come yet, will be thankful to hea- 
29% 


ven. 
Coleridge said with reference to Luther, 


Melancthon, and Calvin, that “the least of 
them was not inferior to St. Augustine, and 


* Heroes and Hero Worship, 127. 
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worth a brigade of the Cyprians, Firmilians, 
and the like.’”* 


—— ‘CHIEF o’er all the galaxy of lights 
Which stud the firmament of Christian fame, 
Shone LuruEr forth,—that miracle of men! 

A Gospel Hero, who with faith sublime 
Fulmined the lightnings of God’s flaming Word 
Full on the towers of Superstition’s home, 

Till, lo! they crumbled; and his withering flash 
‘Yet sears the ruin with victorious play.”’} 


‘‘ When we consider the intellectual en- 
dowments of this extraordinary man, solely 
in themselves, the boldness of his specula- 
tions, and the energies of his eloquence, will 
be found to form an epoch, not only in 
the history of the German language, but in 
the progress of European science, and Euro- 
pean*culture. None of the other leaders of 
the new religious party had the power, or 
were in a situation to uphold the Protestant 
religion;—its present existence is solely and 
entirely the work and the deed of one man, un- 
equal in his way, and who holds unquestion- 
ably a conspicuous place in the history of the 
world. Much was staked on the soul of that 
man, and it was in every respect a mighty 
and critical moment in the annals of man- 


* Remains, iii, 276. t+ Montgomery’s Luther, p. 26. 
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kind, and in the march of time.”* So speaks 
an historian, a critic, a philosopher, and a 
papist. 

The Cyclopsedia of the Society for the Dif. 
fusion of Useful Knowledge, declares that 
“Quther’s moral courage, his undaunted firm- 
ness, his strong conviction, and the great rev- 
olution which he effected in society, place 
him in the front rank of historical characters. 
The form of the Monk of Wittenberg, emerg- 
ing from the receding gloom of the Middle 
Ages, appears towering above the sovereigns 
and warriors, statesmen and divines of the 
sixteenth century, who were his contempora- 
ries, his antagonists, and his disciples.”+ 

“In the rugged grandeur of his faith, he 
may well be considered as the Elijah of the 
Reformation ; while his life, by the stern and 
solemn realities of its experiences, and the 
almost ideal evolutions of events, by which 
it was accompanied, constitutes, indeed, the 
embodied poem of European Protestantism.” { 

“A sense of duty, acting on an unconquered 
heart, sent him forth single-handed to en- 
counter hosts of obdurate foes; and, by the 


* F. Von Schlegel’s Philosophy of Hist., Lec. 16. 
+ Vol. 13, p. 207. { Montgomery’s Luther. 
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bent of his uplifted arm, he shook the au- 
thority of the high pontificate which kept 
the potentates of the earth in thraldom, and 
brought down the peering altitude of that 
olden tyranny, whose head was raised to heav- 
en, and whose base was fixed in the deepest 
prejudice. His lone heart nourished the germ 
of the greatest revolution the world ever saw. 
Many heads caught his enthusiastic ardor ; 
and his voice was echoed from the most dis- 
tant corners of Europe. He entered the field 
as a champion of the rights of humanity, his 
might overcame every difficulty, and he stood 
forward as the victorious conqueror of ignor- 
" ance and impostures 1. .0. .: . Luther did 
more for the success of a mighty cause, than any 
had before him achieved in the history of the 
world. From his deep, silent, and meditative 
spirit, an impulse was given to the mechanism 
of human society, which it never till then 
received.” So spake the distinguished Dr. 
Chalmers.* 

“The instrument selected for the Reforma- 
tion, bears a name that has become a house- 
hold word—a name that shines with greater 
lustre than the name of Milton, of Shaks- 
peare, or of Newton—because associated with 


* Sermon on Jer. 6: 16, preached in London. 
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more glorious triumphs—a name that has left 
behind it a legacy that no other has rivalled— 
the legacy of an unshackled Christianity—an 
unclasped Bible—a preached Gospel. 

“‘ Kings and emperors have made pilgrim- 
ages to the tomb of that monk, and nations 
cherish in their hearts his imperishable name. 
Charles V, Frederick the Great, Peter of 
Russia,and Wallenstein, and, lastly, Napoleon, 
visited the spot where the remains of the Re- 
former lie; and even these names, the sounds 
of which still shake the casements of the 
world, seem but ciphers beside the dust of 
Martin Luther.”* ~ 

Calvin says of him, “We sincerely testify 
that we regard him as a noble apostle of 
Christ, by whose labor and ministry the pur- 
ity of the Gospel has been restored in our 
times.”+ “If he should call me a devil, | 
hold him in such honor, that I would ac- 
knowledge him an illustrious servant of 
God.” 

And shall we be blamed for honoring the 


* Cumming’s Lectures on the Apocalypse, pp. 122, 155. 

+ Life and Times of Calvin, translated from Paul Henry 
(N. Y., 1851), p. 18. 

+ Beza’s Life of John Calvin, translated by Gibson (Phil 
1836), p. 86. 


LL 


24 ECCLESIA LUTHERANA. 


memory of such a man, or cease to regard 
him as one of the noblest and greatest of 
God’s servants, that ever adorned and blessed 
our world? Would we not be casting con- 
tempt upon the mercies of God not to hold 
him in the highest regard? We will not 
play the papist, and canonize him, or worship 
him; but we are justified in assigning him 
the brightest place in the roll of the illustri- 
ous dead. 


‘« And let the pope and priest their victor scorn, 
Each fault reveal, each imperfection scan, 
And by their fell anatomy of hate, 
His life dissect with satire’s keenest edge,— 
But still may Luther, with his mighty heart, 
Defy their malice. 
* * * % * x 
—— Far beyond them soars the soul 
They slander ; from his tomb there still comes forth 
A magic, which appals them by its power; 
And the brave monk who made the popedom rock, 
Champions a world to show his equal yet!” 


Chapter Fourth. 


THE TIMES IN WHICH LUTHER LIVED. 


“(UTHER was born on St. Martin’s 
eve, 10th day of November, in the 
41 year of our Lord 1483, in the town 
of Hisleben, in the county of Mans- 
feld, in the kingdom of Saxony. He died in 
the same town, on the 17th of February, 
1546, in the 65d year of his age. The period 
of his life was one of the most marked in the 
entire Christian era. It was an epoch at 
which the ages divided, and the current of 
history broke out into new channels. 

A melancholy condition of things existed 
in Christendom. Centuries of darkness and 
barbaric rule had been upon the world. 
Church and State were singularly sick. In 
the East, the ancient dominions of Greece 
were being overrun and absorbed by Turkish 
power and Mahomedan fanaticism. In the 
West, the centre of authority was Rome, and 
Church and State had become subservient 
to the monstrous assumptions of a religious 
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autocrat at Rome. The very metropolis of 
Christendom was a mere den of horrible un- 
cleanness, yet fortified with strength which 
there was no power to overthrow. ‘From 
the head to the feet, there is no soundness in 
it,” said Savonarola, who had to surrender 
his life at the stake of martyrdom, for his 
honest testimony, to which he adhered to the 
last. Theology and religion had dwindled 
into scholastic sophistry and nonsense, apoc- 
ryphal traditions, dreams, and degrading su- 
perstitions. Worship had come to be but little 
more than the visiting of sacred places, the 
recitation of Ave Marius, the adoration of 
wafers, crucifixes, and relics of the dead. 
The clergy, generally, had degenerated into 
mountebanks and avaricious tyrants, lording 
it over the consciences of men, imposing on 
the credulous, and consigning to the Inquisi- 
tion and the flames, whoever ventured to dis- 
pute their authority. The very popes, who 
claimed to be the veritable impersonations of 
the authority of Christ upon the earth, had 
become the incarnations of blasphemy and 
vice. A Man of sin had taken his place in 
the Temple of God, and sat grinning upon 
the mangled bosom of the Church, which had 
almost ceased to palpitate under the dreadful 
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pressure. Christianity had been driven to 
the wilderness, and hid away in the unfre- 
quented places of the humble and despised. 
And that Gospel which Saul of Tarsus had 
given to the world, in so much purity and 
transforming vigor, had become choked and 
smothered under the ignorance and putres- 
cence which overflowed the earth. There 
were those who sighed and cried for the abom- 
inations and hypocrisies that were holding 
sway over the better dispositions of men; 
and here and there a noble voice was lifted 
up for God, and truth, and righteousness, but 
only to be stifled in dungeons or in flames. 
An unexampled religious tyranny was upon 
the best portions of mankind, and kings and 
emperors struggled in vain to throw it off. 
Even confining ourselves to the accounts 
of Romanists themselves, it is manifest that 
a most distressing and lamentable state of 
things existed. Balmez says, “I do not deny 
that a reform was necessary; to be convinced 
of this, I need only glance at history, and 
listen to the complaints of several great 
men, justly regarded by the Church as among 
the most cherished of her sons.” “ That 
lamentable abuses had crept in during the 
course of the middle ages, that corruption 
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of manners had been great, and that, conse- 
quently, reform was required, is a fact which 
cannot be denied.”* Bellarmin acknowledges, 
“some years before the rise of the Lutheran and 
Calvinistic heresy, according to the testimony 
of those who were then alive, there was al- 
most an entire abandonment of equity in the 
ecclesiastical judgments; in morals no disci- 
pline, in sacred literature no erudition, in 
divine things no reverence; religion was al- 
most extinct.”+ Mezeray, the historiographer 
of France, and a papist, also says, ‘“‘ We can- 
not repeat, without a blush, the usury, the 
avarice, the gluttony. the universal dissolute- 
ness of the priests of this period, the license 
| and debauchery of the monks, the pride and 
extravagance of the prelates, and the shame- 
ful indolence, ignorance and superstition per- 
| vading the whole body.”{ And Bossuet, in 
his “ Variations” declares, that the outcries of 
Luther against abuses “were only too true.” 
And yet the earth was ripening for a | 
change. The capture of Constantinople by 
the Turks, in 1458, had scattered men of 


* Protestantism and Catholicity Compared, pp. 29, 32. 

+ Opera, tom. vi, p. 296, Colon. 1619. : 

{ Abrége Chronol. viii, 691, 4 Paris, 1681. Quoted Les | 
wick, on the Thirty-nine Articles, p. 23. 
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learning all over Europe, and given teachers 
of arts and letters to the Western nations. 
Feudalism was giving way to better govern- 
ment. Guttenburg and Faust had given the 
printing press to the world, which was soon to 
be felt as a new power, greater than the ar- 
mies of Xerxes, or the potencies of the Czxesars. 
Columbus and Vespucius had brought a new 
continent to the knowledge, and within reach 
of mankind on the West. Portugal had dou- 
bled the Cape of Good Hope, and realized a 
maritime passage to the spicy Indies of the 
East. Discoveries and inventions in every 
direction, and increased facilities for commu- 
nication throughout the world, were every- 
where waking the human mind from its tor- 
pitude of ages, to a juster sense of its own 
powers, duties, and dignities. Letters and 
arts, painting and music, and poetry and 
criticism, were reviving, and beginning to 
throw new animation into the whoie mental 
and social life of man. The scandals that 
were perpetrated in the name of religion, the 
vices of the clergy, their ignorance of the 
Gospel, their deceptions, oppressions, cruel- 
ties and dissoluteness, were working a strong 
and wholesome ferment among the masses. 
Universities of liberal learning had been al- 
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ready established in various sections of Eu- 
rope. Bibles were beginning to be printed 
and circulated, and read, from which many 
were convinced of the dreadful apostasy which 
reigned around them. 


‘Preludes were there, which portended change; 
Some dawning heralds of a deeper life, 
Diviner morals, and a purer creed.’’ 


In a word, a new era was ready to break. 
The time for resurrection had come. And 
this miner’s son, of Wittenberg, was the in- 
strument selected of God to conduct the 


world to its new birth. 


Chapter Litth. 
ORIGIN OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH. 


-(]T has been said that the birthday of 
Si the Lutheran Church was the 31st of 
October, 1517, when Luther nailed 
up on the church-door of Witten- 
berg, his ninety-five Theses against the infam- 
ous traffic in indulgences, setting forth the 
only way of forgiveness in Christ Jesus ;— 
that the day of her baptism was the 17th of 
April, 1521, when Luther appeared before 
the Diet of Worms, and, in the face of all 
the powers on earth, avowed his unflinching 
adherence to conscience, and the plain word 
of God;—that the day of her confirmation 
was the 25th of June, 1530, when. the Lu- 
theran princes stood up before the imperial 
throne of Charles V, at the Diet of Augs- 
burg, and gave out that noble Confession 
which stands at the head of all Protestant 
Confessions;—and that she reached her ma- 
turity, and became of age, on the 26th day of 
September, 1555, when the religious wars of 
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Germany terminated in the Peace of Augs- 
burg, and gave to Protestant Christians their 
political recognition, and the free enjoyment 
of their faith. 

But, whilst this gives the rise of the Lu- 
theran Church in her Protestant form, it does 
not indicate the real origin of her principles, 
or her true historic derivation. The roots of 
this blessed planting run back into the ages 
of Prophets and Apostles. Its true birth was 
in the birth of Jesus; and its true baptism, 
that which occurred at Jerusalem on the day 
of Pentecost. ‘ Whilst Luther emended the 
gravest errors and vices of the Church of 
Rome, and restored the Church to a happier 
condition, he did not frame a new Church,” 
says Budeus.* “The Reformers desired not, 
and are not to be considered founders of a 
new Church, but simply renewers of the old 
upon its ancient foundations,” says Sartorius. 
“ For they. were fully persuaded, that whoso- 
ever departs from these, sunders himself from 
the communion of the holy Catholic Church, 
and falls back into errors and heretical sects, 
which have long since come to nought. 
Ilence they were not only renewers and re- 


* De Veritate Rel, Evan., p. 43. 
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formers, but also preservers and confirmers of 
the Church.”* “The doctrine of the Luther- 
ans,” says Walch, “is no new doctrine ; itis the 
same which has been steadfastly preserved in 
the Church from old, and from the times of 
the Apostles: for we teach nothing in our 
Churches, except what the pure, ancient, 
Apostolic Christian Church teaches.”+ 

There is an important and necessary dis- 
tinction to be drawn between the Romish 
Church, in the specific sense of the papal sys- 
tem, and the true catholic Church of Christ, 
of which the papacy had taken possession. 
The one is human; the other isdivine. The 
one originated with the Apostles, and with 
Christ, whose earthly body it is; the other 
arose during the sixth and seventh centuries 
after Christ. The one existed before there 
was a pope, or a papal system, and hence, of 
course, does not cease with the expulsion and 
abandonment of the pope and his system. 
Departure from the corruptions and false au- 
thorities, which had risen up in the true 
Church, does not, by any means, involve de- 
parture from the Church itself. “No one, 
therefore,” says Heerbrand, “can justly charge 


* Nothwendigkeit der K. Glaubensbekentnisse, p. 22. 
+ Religious Controversies of Luth. Church, I, p. 2. 
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us with apostasy; for we have in no way de- 
parted from the true Church of God, but only 
from that of malignants and antichrist, which 
has hated us, and from which the Holy Ghost 
also directs and commands us to depart.”* 
When the Lutherans renounced the papacy 
and its abominations, they took with them 
the same Bible, the same catholic Confessions, 
the same holy Faith, and the same Apostolic 
ministry and sacraments, which distinguished 
the Church in the beginning, and hence the 
same historic Church-life, which took its rise 
in the incarnation of the Son of God, which 
trickled feebly through the rubbish and dark- 
ness of the middle ages, and which never was, 
or could be, entirely lost. 

A few years ago, the writer traced the 
course of a river, which takes its rise high up 
in the Pennine Alps. After washing through 
the passes, gorges, and valleys of Switzerland, 
for more than 100 miles, it falls muddy and 
foul into the far-famed Lake of Geneva. <As 
those same waters leave that lake, they are 
as pure and crystalline as the parent glaciers 
from which they have their birth. But, is 
the limpid Rhone below Geneva a different 


* Quoted by Osiander on Rev. 18: 4, 
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Rhone from that whose source is in the Al- 
pine heights? Have those clear waters which 
issue from that lake on the west, no living 
connection with those which supply it from 
the east? Are they not the same identical 
waters, except only that their filthy sedi- 
ment has been dropped and left behind, and 
their mud purged out? How, then, can the 
Protestant Church be said to have lost all 
connection with the Apostles, merely because 
it issued from the 16th century, minus the 
mud and filth which had become mingled 
with its current in the ages before? No, no; 
_ Luther and the Reformers never left the 
Church; they only protested and withdrew 
from the corruptions which had crept into it, 
and which were no part of it. Is the gold 
no longer gold, because it has been separated 
from the dirt and dross that once mingled 
with it? Were the disorders which crept 
into the Church of Corinth, in the days of 
Paul, apostolic, because they existed in and 
befouled an apostolic Church? The Church 
existed at the beginning without a pope, and 
before any of the peculiarities which distin- 
guish and characterize the papal system, had 
come into it; what then is to hinder it from 
being the same original and Apostolic Church, 
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after the pope and his peculiar system have | 
again been purged out of it? Men are not | 
usually so silly in their reasonings on other 
| things, and they should not suffer themselves 
| to be bandied out of their faith by such soph- 
| istry as has been employed against us in this 
| connection. 

And yet, some will persist in pressing the 
sneer, “ Where was your Church before Luther ?” 
As wisely might they. ask, where the wheat 
was before it was separated from the chaff? 
or where the flour was when the sack went to 
mill? Budeus has this remark: “ Although the 
Romish Church is not the true Church, yet, 
there were those in it who belonged to the 
true Church; and hence it is easy to answer 
! the question as to where the Lutheran Church 
was before Luther.”* 
| When Lord Lindsay was in Egypt, wan- 
dering amid the Pyramids, and creeping 
among the tombs of that land of mystery 
and wonder, he stumbled on a mummy, after- 
ward ascertained to be about two thousand 
years of age. Unwrapping it, he found in its 
closed hand a bulbous root, which he carried 
home and planted where it might have the | 


* De Veritate Religionis Evangelicm, p. 44. 
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warm sunshine, rain, and dews. To his aston- 
ishment, it sprouted, and finally bloomed into 
a beautiful flower. Let that be a parable of 
where Protestantism was before the Reforma- 
tion. It was closed up in the iron grasp of 
the papal apostasy, shut up in the musty 
tomb of the dark ages. What the Reforma- 
tion did, was to unclench that dry and terri- 
ble hand, and bring out the wasting truth of 
God to daylight, and sunshine, and free moist 
air, where it might sprout into life, and bloom 
into the glory for which it was designed. 
And, by the grace of the Almighty, it has 
taken root in many lands, and spread out 
its branches with living blossoms and _ pre- 
cious fruit, to rejoice the earth and gladden 
heaven. 

Where was the Protestant religion before 
the Reformation? Just where God himself 
put it—in that Bible which Luther took from 
the library of Erfurt—in which it still has 
its life and strength, and in which it will live 
and triumph forever. Where? If nowhere 
else,—in little uncorrupted babes, who had 
received upon them the holy waters of bap- 
tism in the name of Jesus,—in witnesses for 
the truth of God whom Rome persecuted, 
burned at the stake, stifled in the prison, or 
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drove out from the common habitations of 
men,—and in plain and simple Christians, 
who had learned the Apostles’ Creed, and sin- 
cerely believed it in their hearts, and knew 
the Lord’s Prayer, and prayed it night and 
morning in devout love to God, and sought 
salvation not in their own works but in the 
wounds and mercy of Jesus Christ, and de- 
parted this life in these simplicities. Through 
such as these, and hidden ones of God in every 
age, the Church of the Reformation traces back 
its succession and historic life, to the Apostles 
and to Christ. In such as these, more numer- 
ous now, and not afraid to avow their faith, 


- it at present lives and flourishes in all portions 
of the earth. And in the perpetual multipli- 
cation of such as these, it will continue to live 
on, until the great clock of heaven strikes the 
hour of doom. 


Chapter Sixth. 


PROTESTANTISM OF THE LUTHERAN CHUROH. 


ZA )HE Romanist, Pallavicini, has said, 
Dy that a Protestant is simply an enemy 
2 of the emperor and the pope. But, 
as applied to Lutherans, through 
whom Protestantism derived its being and 
name, this statement involves too much, and 
too little. We are not necessarily enemies of 
emperor or pope, except so far as the empire 
or papacy ventures to invade the sacred do- 
main of private conscience, or to enforce laws 
upon the free soul, or to legislate upon the sub- 
ject of our salvation. We are also more than 
mere utterers of negations. We indeed spare 
not to cry down all ecclesiastical and spiritual 
usurpations; but we also insist on obedience 
to the King of kings. We acknowledge gov- 
ernment to be an ordinance of God, and teach 
submission to it as a sacred duty, when kept 
within its proper sphere; but we uplift the 
crown of Christ above all other crowns, and » 
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exalt the Word of God above all earthly leg- 
islation or authority. 

Protestantism first took outward form at 
one of the Diets of Charles V., at Spire, in 
the kingdom of Bavaria, A.D. 1529. A try- 
ing time had come for the adherents of the 
reviving Gospel. As one of them said to an- 
other, “ We must deny the Word of God, or 
burn!” soit was. The enemies of the truth 
had assembled and resolved to crush the 
evangelical cause. The former privileges of 
our Churches were revoked. All further 
spread of the new opinions was prohibited. 
No controverted point was to be any longer 
agitated. No conversions were to be at all 
allowed. And to these provisions the Prot- 
estants were required at once to submit. 

The hopes of the world began to flicker, 
as for their final extinction. What was to 
be done? Mighty issues for mankind were 
suspended on that inquiry. “Let us resist the 
decree,” said those Gospel heroes. And they 
drew up their solemn Protest, and read it to 
the assembled States : 

“We protest, by these presents, before God, 
our only Creator, Preserver, Redeemer, and 
Saviour, and who will one day be our Judge, 
as well as before all men, and all creatures, 
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that we, for us and our people, neither con- 
| sent, nor adhere in any manner whatever, to 
| the proposed decree, in anything that is con- 
trary to God, to His Word, to our right con- 
science, or to the salvation of our souls. 
We cannot assert that when Almighty God 
calls a man to his knowledge, he dare not 
embrace that divine knowledge. . 
There is no true doctrine but that which con- 
forms to the Word of God. The Lord forbids 
the teaching of any other faith. The holy 
| Scriptures, with one text explained by other 
and plainer texts, are, in all things necessary 
for the Christian, easy to be understood, and 
adapted to enlighten. We are, therefore, re- 
solved, by divine grace, to maintain the pure 
preaching of God’s only Word, as it is con- 
tained in the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments, without anything added thereto. 
This Word is the truth alone. It is the sure 
rule of all doctrine and life, and can never 
fail or deceive us. He who builds on this 
foundation, shall stand against all the powers 
of hell, whilst all the vanities that are set up 
against it shall fall before the face of God. 

“‘ We therefore reject the yoke that is imposed 


upon us.” 
So spoke the men who stood up for God 
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and the truth, as they sundered the last 
strong ligaments which bound the Gospel of 
Jesus, enfranchised the reviving Church, and 
gave a name to evangelical Christendom. 

First. They denied the right of civil power 
to legislate for the conscience in matters be- 
tween the soul and God, and maintained with 
Prophets and Apostles, that we must obey 
God rather than man. 

Second. They denied the supremacy of the 
pope, and the authority of the papal court to 
interpret the Scriptures for us, maintaining 
the right of private judgment, and the suffi- 
ciency of The Word of God without human 
additions. 

Third. They denied the right of any earthly 
power to stifle the free utterance of truth, or 
the free avowal of a man’s religious convic- 
tions; thus announcing the proper ageressive- 
ness of the Gospel, and that grand principle 
of religious freedom which gives to every 
man the right, under responsibility to God, 
to believe and teach what the Word of God 
presents. | 

Such was Protestantism in its origin; and 
such is the Protestantism of the Lutheran _ 
Churches, since the 19th day of April, 1529. 


Chapter Seventh. 


THE CREED OF LUTHERANS. 


~S|HILLINGWORTH has said, with 
>| much force, that “Tne Brie, the 
| Bible only, is the religion of Protes- 
tants.” But this by no means cuts 
them off from a full and formal utterance of 
what they believe to be the teachings of the 
Bible. He who believes it wrong for a Church, 
or any number of Churches together, to make 
and publish a creed, cannot consistently avow 
that belief. A man’s creed is what he be- 
lieves. And for a man to declare his belief, 
that the making and publishing of creeds is 
wrong, thereby himself makes and publishes 
a creed. If he speaks what he believes, he 
has an oral creed; and if he writes what he 
believes, he has a written creed; and if he 
speaks or writes what he does not believe, he 
is a hypocrite. No man, therefore, can be a 
believer in anything, or a disbeliever in any- 
thing, and yet be consistent and honest in 
blaming others for putting forth their creed. 
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A man cannot open his lips to preach, with- 
out uttering some formula of belief as to 
what is taught in the Bible. Neither can 
men associate together in worship or Church- 
fellowship, without some common ground of 
agreement, understood or expressed. So that 
the necessity for a creed lies in the very na- 
ture of the human mind, of religion, and of 
the Church. There is, indeed, no alternative 
but this, that we must have a creed, or never 
be saved. The Saviour says, “ He that be- 
lieveth not, shall be damned.” And whoso- 
ever believes, must have something which he 
believes. And what he believes is a creed. 
Kvery man, then, and every Church, must 
have acreed. Without a creed, no one can 
be a Christian, but is an obstinate rebel, and 
on his way to everlasting perdition. 
The Lutheran Church takes as her funda- 
mental and immutable basis, that “ The only 
rule and standard, according to which all doc- 
trines and teachers alike are to be judged and 
tried, are the Prophetic and Apostolic Scriptures 
of the Old and New Testaments.’* The Arti- 
cles of Smalcald, well say, “We are not to 
make articles of faith of the words or works 
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of the fathers; otherwise their food, dress, 
and houses, would also have to be made arti- 
cles of faith, as men have made shows of the 
relics of saints; but we have a different rule, 
even the Word of God: this makes our arti- 
cles of faith, and no one else, not even an an- 
gel” * 

But the Bible, which contains the Word of 
God, must be accepted and held. Its truths 
only become articles of faith to us as we grasp 
hold of them, and confess them. The Bible 
cannot believe for us; we must believe for 
ourselves. Nor can it be known that we be- 
lieve in accordance with the Bible, until we 
declare or confess what we believe. The 
Word of God alone contains that out of which 
our faith is to be formed, but no faith is yet 
intelligently formed, until we are able to say 
what that faith is. And unless we do say 
what that faith is, we never can be known 
as partakers in the community of believers. 
Christ, as the head and fountain of salvation, 
necessarily presupposes a Church, or a body 
of called and saved ones. So the Word of 
God, as the canon and rule of faith, neces- 
sarily presupposes confessing believers, whose 
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faith and confession it rules. Otherwise it 
would be factor sine factum—a light without 
illumination—a cause without a fact. And, 
as it must be known what each one believes be- 
fore there can be a community of co-believers, 
a body of persons holding the same common 
faith, which is the nature of the Church, it be- 
comes the duty, and an indispensable necessity, 
for those who would be accepted as believers, 
to put forth to each other, and to the world, 
a confession of their faith. 

The idea prevails with some, that the Bible 
is depreciated and thrust into the background, 
just in proportion as the creed is put for- 
ward, or its importance maintained. The 
argument is often urged, that the Bible is the 
Word of God, and the creed the word of 
man; and, hence, that the Bible is every- 
thing, and the creed, nothing. Hence, we 
encounter an idolizing of the Bible, which is 
just as superstitious in its character, and as 
lamentable in its effects, as the adoration of 
the host, or prayer to the Virgin Mary. We 
do not say that men are in danger of rever- 
ing the Bible too much, or of assigning to it 
too exalted a place. Would to God that peo- 
ple only loved and consulted it with tenfold 
more reverence! But the Bible is only to be 
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revered, and used in its true character, and 
according to its real design. To wrest it, Pe- 
ter tells us, is destruction. God must be wor- 
shipped as He is, not as we may fancy Him to 
be, else we become idolaters even in our at- 
tempt to worship the true God. Christ must 
be received in His true and proper offices, and 
not according to imaginary ones which we 
may assign Him; otherwise, our trust in Him 
is no better than unbelief. And so the Bible 
must be accepted, and used according to what 
it is, and not according to what it is not. 
The Bible is not a creed, not a confession, 
not even a systematically digested book of 
doctrine. It is simply a revelation of certain 
divine facts, wishes, and purposes, upon which 
our faith is to be exercised, our lives regu- 
lated, and our confession framed. It is a 
book of truths addressed to man; but it re- 
mains for man to search out those truths, 
and to assert his apprehension of them. And 
the echo of those truths from his own con- 
sciousness and belief, is the creed, the confes- 
sion. The more clearly he sees and accepts 
them, the more he will glory in confessing 
them, the more ample and true his creed will 
be, and the more earnestly will he put it for- 
ward and defend it; not, indeed, because he 
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has displaced the Bible, or thrust it from its 
proper dignity and prominence as God's 
Word, but for the very reason that he has 
given it its proper place and reverence, and 
has grasped and used it as God has ordained. 

The creed is not to be looked upon as a 
continuation of the divine revelation, or as 
something co-ordinate with the sacred Scrip- 
tures. It is in no sense to be a second Bible, 
or a further compulsory elaboration of the 
Apostolic or Prophetic writings, or a new leg- 
islation for the government of the Church’s 
faith. The creed is only the common expres- 
sion of what the believers of the Bible have 
found in it, the reflection of its light in their 
most solemn convictions, the earnest  testi- 
mony of the saints as to what the Scriptures 
contain, by which they know each other as 
fellow-believers, and are joined together as 
one common household of faith. 

Such an acknowledgment of the faith of 
Lutherans, is summarily given in “ that boast 
of Germany, and pride of the Reformation, the 
Augsburg Confession ;’* a production which, 
a distinguished Calvinistic historian says, 
“will ever remain one of the master-pieces 


* Archbishop Laurence on the Thirty-nine Articles, p. 39. 
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of the human mind, enlightened by the Spirit 
of God.” ‘I look upon it,” says he, “as the 
heroic monument of the most admirable acts 
that Christian history makes us acquainted 
with. I admire it, because I recognize in it 
a great work, drawn from the inspired Word 
of God.’* It was the first Confession of the 
Lutheran Churches, and is pre-eminently the 
greatest and most glorious Confession of Prot- 
estant Christianity. 

In this Confession are embraced the Apos- 
tles’ and the Nicene Creeds. These, with the 
Athanasian Creed, are therefore accepted as 
belonging to the expressed faith of our Church. 
The Formula of Concord more distinctly re- 
fers to these three ecumenical Creeds, as 
“short plain confessions, drawn up in the 
first Churches, and unanimously held as the 
universal Christian faith and confession of 
the orthodox and true Churches ;” and de- 
clares, that ‘we publicly acknowledge these, 
and reject all heresies and doctrines, which, 
in opposition to them, have been introduced 
into the Church of God.”+ 

A very full and just declaration of the doc- 


* D’Aubigne’s Reformation, vol. iv, 192, and Speech at 
Kirchentag, 1853. 
} Epitome, Prefatory Principles, @ 3. 
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trinal foundation of the Lutheran Church 
has been thus admirably expressed : 

‘‘We believe that the canonical books of 
the Old and New Testaments, are given by 
inspiration of God, and are the perfect and 
only rule of faith. 

“We believe that the three general Creeds 
—the Apostles’, Nicene, and Athanasian—ex- 
hibit the faith of the Church universal, in ac- 
cordance with this rule. 

“We believe that the unaltered Augsburg 
Confession is, in all its parts, in harmony 
with the rule of faith, and is a correct exhi- 
bition of doctrine. 

“We believe that the Apology, the Cate- 
chisms of Luther, the Smalcald Articles, and 
the Formula of Concord, are a faithful devel- 
opment and defence of the doctrines of the 
Word of God, and of the Augsburg Confes- 
sion.””* 


* Constitution of the Evangelical Lutheran Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania, and adjacent States. 


Chapter Gighth. 


THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION. 


SAH Augsburg Confession, which de- 
eS rives its name from the place at 
which it was first made public, grew 
out of the nature and necessities of 
the times. 

The pure evangelical teachings of Luther 
had spread over all Germany. They had 
won many devout and powerful adherents, in 
high places as well as among the common 
people. The unchained Gospel had arrayed 
princes and states against the mammoth pre- 
tensions of the See of Rome. The Emperor, 
Charles V, began to’ be uneasy as to the effect 
of these things upon his imperial authority, 
and entered upon measures to quiet the dis- 
sensions which began to menace his empire. 
He proclaimed a Diet of the Estates General, 
to be held at Augsburg, in the kingdom of 
Bavaria, on the eighth of April, 1530, “to 
consult further about the dissensions concern- 
ing religion and faith, how the opinions and 
sentiments of contending parties might be 
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mutually expressed, explained, and considered 
with moderation and affection ;” engaging to 
be present and to preside over the illustrious 
assemblage in person. 

Judging from the mild and pious language 
which he employed, some expected the Em- 
peror as a prince of peace; but Luther ap- 
prehended severity and violence. The hearts 
of the Reformers trembled; but they com- 
mitted their cause to God, and vowed to be 
firm to the Gospel. 

The Diet had now been ordered. How 
were the Protestants to meet it? Various 
suggestions were considered. At length, the 
pious Chancellor Briick proposed, that their 
views “should be brought together in a sys- 
tematic form, with evidences from the Word 
of God,” that they might have something 
tangible to present. His advice was followed. 
Prince John, of Saxony, at once gave orders 
‘to Luther, Jonas, Bugenhagen, and Melanc- 
thon, “to lay aside all other matters, and 
consult together on the points of controversy, 
and complete a draft of their views, and pre- 
sent themselves before him, in Torgau,” by a 
specified time.* 


- * Letter to Luther, &c., Monday after Reminicere, 1580. 
Walch, xvi, 763 seq. 
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The Prince’s commands were obeyed; and 
seventeen articles, written by Luther himself, 
known as the Torgau Articles,* were put into 
the hands of the noble and pious Elector. 
Other articles of a similar description, com- 
posed partly by Luther and partly by other 
distinguished Lutheran theologians, were also 
put into his possession. All these documents 
were then committed to Philip Melancthon, 
for revision, amplification, and final prepara- 
tion. And, under the touches of his elegant 
pen, and bathed with his heavenly spirit, they 
became the illustrious Augsburg Confession. 
Luther examined it, and said, “I like it well. 
I have no changes or improvements to make. 
Neither would it become me to touch it; for 
I cannot tread so meekly and so softly. May 
Christ our Lord grant, that this work may 
produce much and great fruit! Amen.”+ 

The Diet had now convened. The Em- 
peror was in Augsburg. The time for hear- 
ing the Protestants was set. On the twenty- 
third of June, these noble men came together 
with their religious teachers, to make the 


* Also called the Schwabach Articles. They are given in full 
in Walch’s Luthers Schriften, xvi, 681 seq. 

+ Letter to the Elector of Saxony, May 15th, 1530. Walch 
xvi, 786. 
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final decision as to what they would say. It 
was a solemn and trying time; and the hopes 
of the world lay in those throbbing and agi- 
tated hearts. The prepared Confession was 
read. It seemed to be all that was needed. 
The Elector of Saxony was making ready to 
sign it, when Melancthon interfered, saying, 
“Tt is for the theologians and ministers to 
propose these things, whilst the authority of 
the mighty ones of earth is to be reserved for 
other matters.” “God forbid,” replied the 
Elector, ‘that you should exclude me. Iam 
resolved to do my duty without being trou- 
bled about my crown. I desire to confess 
the Lord. My electoral hat and robes are 
not so precious to me as the cross of Jesus: 
Christ.” And so saying, he wrote down his 
name to the immortal document,—Joun, Elec- 
tor of Saxony. GEORGE, Margrave of Bran- 
denburg, Ernest, Duke of Luneburg, and 
Puitip, Landgrave of Hesse, followed his ex- 
ample. <A fifth took the pen, saying, “If the 
honor of my Lord Jesus Christ requires it, I 
am ready to leave my goods and life behind 
me ;” and wrote his name WoLrGanc, Prince 
of Anhalt. “Rather would I renounce my 
subjects and my states,” said he; “‘rather would 
I quit the country of my fathers, staff in 
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hand; rather would I gain my bread by clean- 
ing the shoes of foreigners, than to receive 
any other doctrine than that which is con- 
tained in this Confession.”* 

There were men of faith and daring in 
those days!” 

The designated twenty-fifth of June came; 
“the greatest day of the Reformation, and 
one of the most glorious in the history of 
Christianity and of mankind,” says D’Au- 
bigne.t The Emperor was seated on his 
throne in the chapel of the Palatine Palace, 
which still stands on the corner of an open 
square in Augsburg. Around him were the 
Electors, Princes, States, and greatest mag- 
nates of the Empire. The Protestant confes- 
sors arose to state their case. Chancellor 
Baier, with a copy of the.Confession in his 
hand, stood before the throne. In the vigor- 
ous tongue of Luther, slowly, distinctly, and 
in a clear, calm voice, he read it. And never 
has there been but one such a reading. It 
was a scene of trial, and of glorious triumph. 
“J thrill with joy,” said Luther, “that I have 
lived to see the hour in which Christ is 


* See D’Aubigne’s History of the Reformation, vol. iv, pp. 


178, 174. 
{ History of Reformation, vol. iv, 184. 
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preached by his confessors to an assembly so 
illustrious, and in a form so beautiful. Herein 
is fulfilled what the Scriptures saith, ‘I will 
declare thy testimonies in the presence of 
kings.’”* The very Gospel which the Emperor 
had forbidden to be preached from the pul- 
pits, was now sounding in the palace. What 
many had supposed to be unfit even for ser- 
vants to listen to, the masters and lords of 
the Empire heard with wonder. Assembled 
kings, and great ones of the earth, were the 
auditory; crowned princes were the preachers; 
and the sermon was the royal truth of God! 

“Since the days of the Apostles,” said 
Mathesius, “ tnere has never been a greater 
accomplishment, or a more magnificent con- 
fession of Jesus Christ.” 

“We would not for any sacrifice have 
missed being present at this reading,” was 
the remark on every side. 

‘Great was the affliction to me,” said Lu- 
ther, “that I could not be present at that 
most beautiful and holy confession of Christ.” 

“ All that the Lutherans have said is true, 
and we cannot deny it,” said the Bishop of 
Augsburg. 


* Letter to Conrad Cordatus, July 6th, 1530. Walch, xvi, 
1084. 


ECCLESIA LUTHERANA. 


‘*¢Can you by sound reasons refute the Con- 
fession made by the Elector and his allies ?” 
said the Duke of Bavaria to Dr. Eck. “Not 
with the writings of the Apostles and Proph- 
ets; but with the fathers and councils I can,” 
was the answer. “ Ah!” replied the Duke, 
“‘T understand, then, that the Lutherans are 
entrenched im the Scriptures, and we are only 
aside of them.” 

From that hour, Archbishop Herman, 
Elector of Cologne, the Count-Palatinate 
Frederick, Duke Erick, of Brunswick-Lune- 
berg, Duke Henry, of Mecklenburg, and the: 
Dukes of Pomerania, were gained to the truth 
as itis in Jesus. And it is reported even of | 
the Emperor himself, that he said the Protes- 
tant articles were but the truth, and that he 
carried this conviction to his grave. 


‘‘Oh! ’twas a scene, heroically great 
And unsurpassed —From the hills of Rome 
The Vatican in vain its thunders rolled.”’ 

The great Confession had now been made. 
Copies of it were sent to all the Courts. It 
was translated into French, Italian, Spanish, 
and Portuguese. It circulated through all 
Europe. Even the Greek patriarchs read it 
in their own tongue. It has since been pro- 
duced in Hebrew, Belgic, Slavonic, English, 
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and various other languages. It has been 
read and received by millions upon millions 
of people, in each of ten successive genera- 
tions, and at. this moment it represents the 
faith and religious training of about three 
millions of souls in Sweden; one million five 
hundred thousand in Norway; two millions 
in Denmark, the Faroe Islands, and Jutland; 
five hundred thousand in France; twenty- 
five millions in the several smaller Germanic 
kingdoms and states; five millions in Prus- 
sia; one million five hundred thousand in 
Austria, Hungary, Bohemia, and Moravia; 
two millions five hundred thousand in Poland 
and Russia; one million in the United States 
and Canada; one hundred thousand in the 
West India Islands; one hundred thousand 
in Brazil; fifty thousand in the South Amer- 
ican States; which would make, in all, more 
than forty millions of souls! 

Thus was fulfilled what Luther said: “Our 
Confession will penetrate into every court, 
and the sound thereof will go through:all the 
earth.”* 


* A handsome and standard English edition of the Augs- 
burg Confession, is now in course of publication, by the Book 
and Tract Society of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Philadelphia. Such an edition of this glorious document is 
greatly needed, and will be hailed with delight. 


Chapter Ninth. 


DOCTRINAL ESSENCE OF THE LUTHERAN REFORMATION. 


Y grace ye are savea, through faith ; 
and that not of yourselves ; it is the 
gift of God. So said the inspired 
Paul; and such was the key-note of 
that glad song of good to men, which went 
forth from Jerusalem in the days of the Ro- 
man Emperors, and spread from the Euphrates 
to the Rhine, and to the ends of the earth. 
Germany was not among the first to receive 
it; but she was among the last to let it go, 
and the first in modern times to sound it once 
more in the ears of the world. 

“A man is justified out of grace, through 
faith,” said Staupitz, from St. Bernard, to a 
heart-sick young German monk, without 
dreaming for a moment, that he was planting 
the seed of the old Gospel, in a soil from 
which it would grow to fill all the earth. 

The heart of the Church was in a state of 
fearful decay. Ebionitism had early directed 
the eyes of men towards legal observances 
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and fruitless ceremonies; thus drawing a veil 
over the doctrine of forgiveness through the 
merits of Jesus alone. Gnosticism threw out 
palliations for sin, and too effectually 
prompted the confessors, of the olden time, 
to substitute an ascetic life, and fictions of 
purgatory, for the mediation of Christ and 
his righteousness. Abnegatious and _ retire- 
ment from the business, and social alliances, 
and activities of life, came to be thought the 
most effective auxiliaries to Christian holi- 
ness. A spiritual aristocracy sprang up, 
claiming to itself a more emphatic holiness, 
by reason of unnatural abstinence and bodily 
macerations. Orders of saintship were insti- 
tuted. Virginity, male and female, became 
a subject of laudation. The marriage of the 
clergy was abolished. The inferiority, sup- 
posed to adhere to common Christians, led to 
mediatorships of priests on earth, and saints 
in heaven. Purgatorial processes were in- 
vented, and indulgences followed. Spiritual 
guilt soon came to be expiated by bodily suf- 
ferings, or by forfeitures of money. The 
Virgin Mary was constituted the world’s 
great advocate in heaven, and the pope, the 
vicar of God upon earth. “The very tem- 
ples were turned into stages, and the priests 
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into mountebanks.” The gospel of man had 
displaced, and almost vanquished, the Gospel 
of God. Christianity, which started as a proc- 
lamation of salvation by grace through faith, 
had become transmuted into a system of de- 
grading works. 


‘« For cen’tries, deep the night of falsehood reigned, 
Mildewed the soul, and manacled her powers 
With fettering darkness ; cloistered learning pined 
In cell monastic; science grew extinct; 
The Bible mouldered in scholastic rust ; 
That fountain, from the Saviour’s wounded side 
For sins once oped, by sealing lies was shut; 
And, ’stead of that bright garb which mercy wore, 
Of perfect righteousness, by Jesus wrought, 
Spangled with graces, rich as God’s own smiles,— 
The filthy rags of ineffectual works 
Clad the cold skeleton of naked souls: 
While on his throne of sacerdotal lies, 
The arch impostor, Satan’s rival, sat 
Self-deified, and ripened earth for hell. 
Tarn LutTuHeER ROSE; and Liberty and Light 
Unbarred the soul, and let salvation in.’’ 


“The Church had fallen,” says D’Aubigne, 
“because the great doctrine of justification 
through faith in Christ had been lost. It 
was, therefore, necessary that this doctrine 
should be restored to her, before she could 
arise. Whenever this fundamental truth 
should be restored, all the errors and devices 
which had usurped its place, the train of 
saints, works, penances, masses, and indul- 
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gences, would vanish. The moment the onE 
Mediator, and his ONE sacrifice are acknowl- 
edged, all other mediators, and all other sac- 
rifices disappear.’”* 

The remedy was plain, and Luther was led 
directly to it. Justification by faith in Jesus 
Christ, was the lever with which he raised 
the world from its grave. “It is that,” said 
he, “which forms the Church, nourishes it, 
builds it up, preserves and defends it. No 
one can rightly teach in the Church, or suc- 
cessfully resist its adversary, if he be wanting 
in attachment to this grand truth. Jt is the 
heel that crushes the serpent’s head.”+ 

Deeply had this doctrine been written in 
Luther’s heart. Like a charm it stole upon 
his agitated and agonized conscience in the 
cloister of Erfurt. Like a voice from heaven 
it flashed upon him while attempting, by way 
-of penance, to climb upon his knees up Pi- 
late’s staircase at Rome, and filled his soul, 
as it has the soul of many a sinner, with the 
glad consciousness of acceptance in Jesus. 
“T felt myself born again as a new man,” 
says he, “and I entered by an opened door 


* History of the Reformation, vol. i, p. 69. 
7 Letter to John Brentius. 
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into the very paradise of God. From that 
hour I saw the holy Scriptures with other 
eyes. And the allusions to the ‘righteous- 
ness of God,’ which I before detested, I be- 
gan from that time to value and love as the 
sweetest and most consolatory of truths. 
This text of St. Paul, ‘ The just shall live by 
faith, was to me the very gate of heaven.” 
In all his subsequent labors for God and 
the Church, Luther never ceased to proclaim 
this doctrine, as the vital essence and sum of 
the Reformation he preached; yea, as the 
article by which the Church must stand or 
fall. “If this single article remain pure,” 
says he, “the whole Church will also remain 
pure, harmonious, and without factions.” 
Indeed, like Paul, he seemed to know noth- 
ing but justification by faith in the Son of 
God, crucified for sin. It was wrought in 
him. It permeated his whole being. It was: 
welded to his spirit. It was the centre to 
which all his thoughts, feelings, and hopes 
gravitated. It was the spring from which all 
his heroic impulses came. It was the secret 
of his strength, both before God and man. 
As soon might immortal mind be annihilated, 
as this great truth displaced from his inmost 
soul. ‘ Whereas I see,” said he, in a trying 
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moment, “that the Devil, by his doctors and 
teachers, is incessantly attacking this funda- 
mental article; therefore, I, Doctor Martin 
Luther, an unworthy evangelist of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, do confess, that faith alone, with- 
out works, justifies in the sight of God; and I 
declare, that in spite of the Emperor of the 
Romans, the Emperor of the Turks, the Km- 
peror of the Tartars, the Emperor of the Per- 
sians, the Pope, all the cardinals, bishops, . 
priests, monks, nuns, kings, princes, nobles, 
all the world, and all the devils, ¢ shall stand 
unshaken forever! and that if they persist in 
opposing this truth, they will draw upon 
themselves the flames of hell. This is the 
true and holy Gospel, and the-declaration of 
me, Doctor Luther, according to the lght 
given to me by the Holy Spirit. . . . No one 
has died for our sins, but Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God. I repeat it once more: let all the evil 
spirits of earth and hell foam and rage as they 
may, this nevertheless is true. If Christ 
alone takes away sins, we, with all our works, 
cannot take them away; although good works 
follow deliverance, as surely as fruit appears 
upon a living tree. This is our doctrine; the 
Holy Spirit teaches it, as also all holy Christian 
people. We hold it in God’s name. Amen.” 
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And what we find thus mixed in with the 
very soul of Luther, furnishes the key to the 
true doctrinal character of the movement 
which he shaped and guided, and of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. “The Ref- 
ormation sprang living from his own heart, 
where God himself had placed it.”* “Such 
were the great talents and qualities of Lu- 
ther,” says Professor Smyth, “and such the 
situation of Europe at the time, that the Ref- 
ormation, in fact, passed from the mind of 
the one into the mind of the other.” The 
glorious change that was then effected in the 
world, was but a re-enactment upon a wider 
scale of what had transpired in Luther’s own 
breast. “Luther the Leformer,” says Mont- 
gomery, “is but an outward and visible index 
to the inward and invisible characteristics of 
Duther, the Man...... Wonderfully and 
wisely the trials and experiences of his inner 
nature were providentially overruled, and 
wrought into experimental connection with 
those religious achievements which have 
made the name of Martin Luther immortal.” 

“The great doctrine of the Reformation,” 


* D’Aubigne’s Voice of the Church. 
+ Lectures on Modern History, vol. i, p. 265. 
{ Luther, p. 18. 
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says Cumming, “ was the doctrine of justifica- 
tion by faith alone in the righteousness of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.”* “This one article,” says 
Luther, “reigneth in my heart;”} and this one 
article reigns through all the work that he 
accomplished, and through all the Church 
which he restored. ‘The adoption of the 
doctrine of justification by faith, and the de- 
fence of it when assailed, embraced the Ref- 
ormation,” says Headly.t It embraces also 
the life and the doctrinal centre of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church. 

“We teach, that we cannot obtain right- 
eousness and the forgiveness of sin before God 
by our own merits, works, and atonement 5. 
but that we obtain remission of sins, and are 
justified before God, by grace, for Christ’s 
sake, through faith ;” says the Augsburg Con- 
fession.§ “This is the principal and most 
important article of the whole Christian doc- 
trine the key to the whole Bible, the way to 
the unspeakable treasure and true knowledge 
of Christ,” says Melancthon, in his triumph- 
ant Apology. “It is the high and most im- 
portant article, upon which the salvation of 


* Lectures on the Apocalypse, p. 169. 
+ Preface on Galatians. { Luther and Cromwell, 62. 
@ Article 1V. 
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our souls depends,” says the elaborate For- 
mula of Concord. And our Churches “ unani- 
mously believe, teach, and confess, that poor 
sinful man is justified before God—that is, 
absolved, and declared free from all his sins, 
and from the sentence of his well-deserved 
condemnation, and is adopted as a child and 
an heir of eternal life—without any human 
merit or worthiness, and without any antece- 
dent, present, or subsequent works, out of 
pure grace, for the sake of the merit, the per- 
fect obedience, the bitter sufferings and death, 
and the resurrection of Christ, our Lord alone, 
whose obedience is imputed unto us for right- | 
eousness, through the Holy Spirit, by faith in 
the promises of the Gospel.’”* 
Nations caught up that one truth, and 
lived. Rome heard it, despised, staggered, 
-and fell. It is God’s own polished blade in 
tlie battle with Antichrist. They who re- 
ceive it are the Lord’s freemen, earth’s true 
nobility, and heaven’s heirs. They that re- 
ject it, have names written in water, and are 
yet “in the gall of bitterness, and in the 
bonds of iniquity.” The Lutheran Churches 
cling to it as their chief article, and as that 


* Form of Concord, Art. III. 
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by which it must forever be decided whether 
the faith which any one professes is sound, 
evangelical, and pure, or not. 


‘““?Twas grace in principle which Luther taught: 
Here is the lever which the world uplifts,— 
‘ A Saviour just, for man unjust has died!’ 
Here is a TRUTH, whose trumpet voice might preach 
The Pope’s religion into airy nought ; 
A truth, which is at once the text of texts, 
Making all Scripture music to our souls,” 


Not, indeed, an Antinomian licentiousness, 
which sets one loose from all obligations to 
righteous living. Such is not our doctrine. 
The Confessors themselves admonish us, that, 
“although an antecedent contrition, and at- 
tendant good works, do not belong to the par- 
ticular article of justification before God, it 
must not be imagined that a justifying faith 
can comport with accompanying wilfulness in 
sin, and violations of conscience. When a 
man believes to justification, his faith at once 
becomes active in love: Gal. 5:6. Hence, 
good works always follow justifying faith, and 
are certainly found with it wherever it is vital 
and true; for it is never alone.’* 


* Formula of Concord, Epitome 8. 


Chapter Tenth. 


LUTHER’S BIBLE, CATECHISM, AND HYMNS. 


-|T was a seed of the Evangelical Spirit 
iy of our Lord, turning with self-devot- 
ing love to the poor forsaken people, 
which found the good ground in an 
honest German heart, and from which the 
tree of our Reformation grew. 

“Luther, out of a melancholy monk, had be- 
come a doctor, fervent, and rejoicing in the 
Scriptures; well versed in his Augustine, 
Aquinas, Occam, Tauler, and Gerson ; famil- 
iar with all the subtle theological and philo- 
sophical controversies of his day, was already 
spoken of honorably in wider circles as a 
good, clever thinker, as a victorious assailer 
of the supremacy of Aristotle; took a lively 
interest in the struggles of the Humanita- 
rians against the ancient barbarism, was es- 
teemed by the most celebrated champions of 
the freedom of science, was exalted by the 
approbation of his sovereign, of his col- 
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_ leagues, of the students that flocked to his 
lectures,—in a word, was advancing with 
rapid steps to the highest honors of literary 
renown. 

‘“‘ We take pleasure in this position of Lu- 
ther, and in his success, not as though he 
had received the impulses to his subsequent 
work from thence, but because they did 
not spoil him for it; because, in spite of 
them, when the time came, hg did not let 
them divert him from it. His academical 
chair had not raised him beyond the wants 
and yearnings of the common people; in the 
service of science, the aims, the ideas, after 
which the monk had striven, had not receded 
or turned pale. In the splendor of his new 
career, in the light of his brighter knowledge, 
those who were still destitute of that knowl- 
edge, had not become strange or indifferent 
to him; no self-aggrandizing desire for literary 
glory had bound his fresh, free, strong spirit 
under its yoke. The poor miner’s boy, who 
once went singing for his bread from house 
to house, had preserved a great, large, true 
heart for his people. It was no learned van- 
ity, any more than the vulgar jealousy of his 
order, nor was it any other merely specula- 
tive interest, however noble, that drove Lu- 
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ther into the course of a Reformer. Luther 
became a Reformer, because in his confessional 
he had learned to know the spiritual neces- 
sities of the people; because he had compas- 
sion on the poor laity, even as the Saviour 
had compassion on them. It was a hearty 
pity for the simple and ignorant, whom he 
too often saw given up to the priests and 
Pharisees and scribes, and cheated of the 
highest blessings of life; it was a deep manly 
sorrow over the mistaken road of salvation, 
along which the misled multitude were wan- 
dering, whereby Luther was: inspirited to his 
first halftimid attempts; whereby, as he ad- 
vanced, he was strengthened to steadfast per- 
severance; whereby, at length, he was raised 
and arrayed as the mighty champion of Evan- 
gelical Freedom. 

“Luther had fully sounded the gulf of 
moral corruption, which was diffused among 
the lay commonalty, by the Romish doctrine 
of justification by works. He knew from the 
liveliest experiences, the miserable condition 
to which the sincerest souls, the devoutest 
spirits, are reduced by this doctrine. He had 
found an escape for himself out of this tribula- 
tion, a path leading securely to the peace of the 
soul with God, in the righteousness of faith. 
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Therefore, he could not, and would not, keep 
silence at that which was going on around 
him. The princes and priests, indeed, the 
learned and educated, did not need, for the 
most part, that he should teach them the 
meaning of indulgences, but the common un- 
educated people urgently demanded his help. 
This people Luther esteemed as standing ex- 
actly on the same level—as requiring, just 
like other classes, to be led to the light of a 
purer knowledge of salvation; he neither 
deemed himself too high, or the multitude 
too low, to devote his services to them. In 
| this state of mind, he boldly and powerfully 
tore down the wall of separation which had 
been built up in the course of centuries, be- 
tween the clergy and the laity. The masses 
of men, who hitherto had-only been con- 
sidered as a helpless body, to be moulded by 
the priests at pleasure, and to be interceded 
for by the Church before God, he aroused by 
the doctrine of repentance and of justifica- 
tion by faith, and gave them a living princi- 
ple of spiritual independence and personality. 
Supplying them with inexhaustible materials 
for contemplation in the spiritual ideas of sin 
and of Divine grace, he thus, out of the de- 
spised objects of an arbitrary sway, fashioned 
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a living organized congregation of Christians, 
who now had become free through their faith 
in their Redeemer.”* 

It was from this pure and benevolent evan- 
gelism, and sympathy with the deep spiritual 
necessities of the common people, that there 
sprang one of the greatest treasures of the 
German Church and nation, which was also 
the greatest and most potent instrument 
and bulwark of the Reformation,—LutHEr’s 
TRANSLATION OF THE BIBLE. 

The simple, unnoted, common Bible, pray- 
erfully read and studied, is the undecaying 
root, support, and strength of Protestant 
Christianity. With this in hand, the soul 
can be no more enslaved, as Luther found it 
under the papacy. Luther had learned to 
appreciate its worth and use. And to put it 
within every one’s reach, in a language which 
every one could understand, was one of the 
first, as it was one of the most Herculean 
achievements of the great Reformer. 

This remarkable version of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, made by Luther, has superseded all 
others in the German language, and is the 


* Hemdeshagen, quoted in Hare’s Vindication of Luther, 
pp. 895-897. 
y* 
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universal, standard, German Bible. It is ac- 
knowledged everywhere, by all parties, as one 
of the very best translations ever made; and 
it led the way for, and exerted a marked in- 
fluence on all the translations of the Word 
of God into other modern tongues. Heine 
says, it created the German language. It was 
certainly its first great embodiment. German 
literature, as Protestant religion, took its origin 
and character from it. 

Hedge, in his ‘‘ Prose Writers of Germany,” 
says, “The modern high German must he con- 
sidered as having first attained its full devel- 
opment and perfect finish in Luther’s version 
of the Bible. By means of that Book, it ob- 
tained a currency which nothing else could 
have given it. It became fixed. It became 
universal. It became the organ of a litera- 
ture which, more than any other since the 
Greek, has been a literature of ideas. It 
became the vehicle of modern philosophy, 
the cradle of those thoughts which, at this 
moment, act most intensely on the human 
mind.”* 

Even Romanists concede that a palm of 
honor belongs to Luther and his associates, 


* On Martin Luther, p. 9. 
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for the German Bible, which belongs to no 
others that have ever given their efforts to a 
similar work. 

Frederick von Schlegel candidly avers, 
“There was one instrument by which the in- 
flux of barbarism was opposed, and one treas- 
ure which made up for what had been lost 
during the controversies of the sixteenth 
century, | mean the German translation of 
the Bible. All true philologists regard this 
as the standard and model of classical expres- 
sion in the German language. Not only 
Klopstock, but many other writers of the 
first rank, have fashioned their style, and se- 
lected their phrases according to the rules of 
this version. It is worthy of notice, that in 
no other modern language have so many Bib- 
lical words and phrases, come into the use of 
common life, as in ours. I perfectly agree 
with those writers, who consider this circum- 
stance a fortunate one; and I believe that 
from it has been derived not a little of that 
power, life, and simplicity, by which, I think, 
the best German writers are distinguished from 
all other moderns. In these later times we 
have witnessed an attempt to render a new 
and rational translation of the Bible; but 
the instant this folly had blown over, we re- 
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turned with increased affection, to the excel- 
lent old version of Luther.”* 

In a like strain, Audin says, ‘“ Luther's 
translation of the Bible is a noble monument 
of literature, a vast enterprise which seemed 
to require more than the life of man; but 
which Luther accomplished in a few years. 
The poetic soul finds in this translation evi- 
dences of genius, and expressions as natural, 
beautiful, and melodious as in the original 
languages. Luther’s translation sometimes 
renders the primitive phrase with touching 
simplicity, invests itself with sublimity and 
magnificence, and receives all the modifica- 
tions which he wishes to impart to it. It is 
simple in the recital of the patriarchs, glowing 
in the predictions of the Prophets, familiar 
in the Gospels, and colloquial in the Epistles. 
The imagery of the original is rendered with 
undeviating fidelity; the translation occa- 
sionally approaches the text. We must not 
then be astonished at the enthusiasm which 
Saxony felt at the appearance of Luther's 
version. Both Catholics and Protestants re- 
garded it an honor done to their ancient 


* Lectures on the History of Literature, N. Y., pp. 848- 
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idiom.”* Audin and Schlegel were both Ro- 
man’ Catholics. Similar encomiums from 
Protestants, of all classes, are almost with- 
out number. 

It was in Wartburg Castle, that much of 
this translating was done; a work which 
must ever be considered one of the greatest 
and most blessed that one man ever did. 


‘« Let grateful reverence long that work admire, 
O’er which a seraph’s wings might shake with joy, 
By Luther, with colossal power, achieved. 

There was the Word Almighty, from the grave 

Of buried language, into breathing life 

Summoned, in saintly glory to arise, 

And speak to souls, what souls could understand. 
The words of truth 

Eternal gave their hoary secrets up, 

While God’s own language into Luther’s passed, 

ere - « « » till, behold, the voice 

Of saris put of classic fetters came, 

And, like its Author, to the poor man preached.” 


It was the same compassionateness and 
love for the souls of the common people, 
which gave origin to the CaTeEcuism, the prac- 
tical worth of which to the Reformation, and 
the cause of Evangelical Christianity, has 
been second only to the Bible itself. “Alas,” 


———— ee ew 


* Life of Luther, chap. xxiv. 
+ Montgomery’s Luther, p. 178. 


78 ECCLESIA LUTHERANA. 


said Luther, in his Preface to this precious 
book, “ Alas, what a sad state of things I 
have seen! The common people, especially 
in the villages, are so utterly ignorant of the 
Christian doctrine, and even many pastors 
quite unfit and incompetent to teach, who yet 
are called Christians, are baptized, and par- 
take of the Supper of the Lord. They know 
neither the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, nor 
the Ten Commandments. They live and act 
like the irrational brutes. And now that the 
precious Gospel has again appeared, they 
have well learned only to abuse all freedom. 
O ye bishops, how will ye answer to Christ 
for having so shamefully neglected the peo- 
ple! Ye command the sacrament in one 
kind, and insist upon your traditions, but 
meanwhile do not concern yourselves whether 
people know the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, 
the Ten Commandments, or anything of the 
Word of God. Alas, eternal woe shall be 
your portion. JI, therefore, beseech all you, 
my dear friends and brethren, who are pastors 
or preachers, for God’s sake, faithfully to dis- 
charge the duties of your office, and to com- 
miserate your people who are committed to 
your care, and to aid us in making them, 
especially the youth, acquainted with the 
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Catechism; and let those, who can do no 
better, take these tables and forms, and dic- 
tate them to the people word for word.’ And 
let those who refuse to learn be assured, that 
they deny Christ, and are not Christians.” 
This condensed system of Evangelical Re- 
ligion, was first published in the month of 
October, 1529. It is the completest sum- 
mary of the contents of the Bible ever given 
in the same number of words. It gave to the 
reviving Church a text-book for the present- 
ation of the truth as it is in Jesus, to the 
school, lecture-room, and pulpit. Luther him- 
self says of it, “I too am a Doctor and 
preacher, nay, have as much learning and 
experience, perhaps, as any one of those who 
are presumptuous and secure; yet I still do 
as a child whom one teaches the Catechism, 
and read and say over word for word every 
morning, the Ten Commandments, the Creed, 
the Lord’s Prayer, and, if I have time, 
Psalms, &c. And I am forced to read it daily 
besides, and to study it, and yet cannot get 
as perfect in it as I should wish to be, and 
must needs remain a child and learner of the 
Catechism, aye, and am glad so to be.”* 


* Preface to the Larger Catechism. 
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It was the remark of Matthesius, that “if 
Luther, in his lifetime, had accomplished no 
other work, but that of bringing his two Cat- 
echisms into use in families, schools, and pul- 
pits, the whole world could not sufficiently 
thank or repay him.’* 

D’Aubigne says, “‘ Luther’s Catechism con- 
tributed, probably more than any other 
writings, to propagate throughout the new 
Churches, the ancient faith of the Apostles.”+ 

Justus Jonas, himself the author of a Cat- 
echism,{ says of Luther's, “It is only a small 
book, which one may purchase for a sixpence, 
but six thousand worlds are not commensur- 
ate with it in value. I verily believe that 
the Holy Ghost inspired the venerable Luther 
to write it.” 

Dr. Bugenhagen always carried a copy of 
it in his pocket, and censured the authorities 
when he found them in any way neglecting 
or undervaluing it. 

Prince George, of Anhalt, called it the lay- 
' man’s little Bible, containing the substance 
of the teachings of all the Prophets and 
Apostles. 


* Leben Luthers, p. 101 (Berlin, 1855). 
+ History of the Reformation. 


{ Translated and published in England as “Cranmer’s Cate- 
chism.”’ 
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Dr. Frederick Mayer describes it as “em- 
bracing as many ideas as words—as many 
useful lessons as heads—brief in its little 
pages, but incomparable in the magnitude of 
theological priciples.”* 

Dr. $. Baumgarten calls it, “the true jewel 
of our Church, and a powerful masterpiece 
of composition.”* When a copy of it was 


brought anonymously to Venice, a certain 


theological enemy of Luther exclaimed, 
“Blessed be the hands which wrote this holy 
book.’ 

Leopold Ranke, the historian, says, “ The 
Catechism which Luther published in the 
year 1529,—of which he said that he re- 
peated it himself with devotion, old doctor 


as he was,—is as childlike as it is profound, | 


as intelligible, as simple and __ sublime. 
Happy the man whose soul has been nour- 
ished with it, and who holds fast to it! It 
contains enduring comfort in every affliction, 
and, under a slight husk, the kernel of truths 
able to satisfy the wisest of the wise.”+ 

Well, also, may all Lutherans join in the 
prayer of the pious Matthesius, that it may 


* Quoted in Miiller’s Introduction to the Symbols. 

+ “History of the Reformation in Germany ”’ (Philadelphia, 
1844), p. 280. 
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please our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ to 
preserve this holy Catechism in our pulpits 
and schools, in the dwellings of our families, 
and in the hearts of our children; and gra- 
ciously defend it against all innovations and 
patchwork ! 


“¢ Most touchingly a moral sight appeals 
To saintly virtue, in the heart enshrined, 
When he, who stormed with supernatural force 
Round the vile Popedom till its pillars shook, 
Sank to the level of a simple child, 
And won frail childhood to the creed he framed. 


Behold him, with paternal smile, 
And graceful stoop of his gigantic mind, 
Bow to the task, a creed for youth condense, 
In language artless, as the lisping mouth 
Of childhood could pronounce, or read, or pray.’’* 


But ‘‘the Reformation was not the mere 
statement of a positive dogma, still less was 
it the mere assertion of a negative right; it 
was the revealing of a Person, it was the un- 
veiling of a heart. It was the fresh revela- 
-tion through the Bible to the heart of one 
man, and through him to the hearts of thou- 
sands, that God is love, and hath so loved 
the world, that a heart of infinite love em- 
braces us on every side, and rules in heav- 


* Montgomery’s Luther, pp. 217, 218. 
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en.”* It was not the simple restatement of 
- theological principles, or a scholastic war of 
dogmas. It was a thing of life, that touched 
the deepest springs of human feeling, and set 
them flowing for God, and Christ, and that 


heaven purchased for us by our Redeemer’s' 


blood. It moved to the music of heart-out- 
pouring sonGs, as well as Theses and Cate- 
chisms. 
“ Poetry is a thing of God; 
He made His Prophets poets; and the more 


We feel of poesie do we become 
Like God in love and power.’’ 


So writes one, many of whose wild but 
sparkling reasonings need inversion. A mere 
poet, like himself, 1s not “ God-like,” simply 
for his brilliant verses. But this is true, that 
as a man has the fountains of his being open 
to the Divine, and has the life of God and 
faith pulsating with their transforming power, 
Prophet-like, in his soul, in that same degree 
will he rise into the ethereal atmosphere of 
cheerful, grateful, confident, victorious song. 
Nor do we need a surer indication of the true 
Prophetic Evangelism of Luther, than that he 
lived greater poetry than others write, and 


— 


* Voice of Christian Life in Song, p. 215. 
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| sung the faith he preached, in matchless 
heart-utterances more mighty than his argu- 
ments or his sermons. Ile who, in his school- 
| boy days, had carolled before the doors of the 
burghers of Eisenach for bread, in after years, 
when fed and feasted with the Bread that . 
cometh down from heaven, still continued his 
melodious strains, and gave to Germany a 
TlyMN-BOoK AND CHORALS, as well as a peerless 
| Bible and Catechism. 

| It has been justly said, “ Of all the weapons 
| wielded by Luther in the great warfare of 
the Reformation, none were more effective 
than his Hymns.”* And they are as original, 
| inspiring, and fresh from the heart, as his 
| other re-utterances of the Gospel of salvation 
| by faith in the merits of Jesus. In his lips, 
“the intricate intertwinings of rhyme, and 
the lingering cadences of the later medizval 
hymns, vanished, and the inspiriting deci- 
sion of martial music rings through them 
once more. They are songs to march to, re- 
viving the fainting strength after many an 
hour of weary journeying; blasts of the 
priests’ trumpets, before which many a 
stronghold has fallen; chants of trust and 


* Evangelical Review, July, 1863. 
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triumph, which must often have reverberated 
from the very gates of heaven, as they ac- 
companied the departing spirit thither, and 
mingled with the new songs of the great mul- 
titude inside.”* 

“In our Churches of England hymn-books 
we have not one composition corresponding 
with this earlest burst of German song. This 
primary formation, with its massive strength, 
and its mountain ranges, upheaved by the 
great inward fire of the Reformation, is with 


the Churches of England altogether wanting. 


94 


And the deficiency is significant.”+ 

“The Reformed Churches of France and 
French Switzerland, seem to have had no 
literature corresponding to the Hymns of 
Protestant Germany. The same absence of 
an Evangelical national hymn-literature, 
springing up spontaneously, as a natural 
growth of the Reformation, which character- 
izes the Reformed Churches of France and 
French Switzerland, exists also in the sister 
Church of Scotland. None of the strictly 
Calvinistic communities have a hymn-book 
dating back to the Reformation.’t 


* Christian Life in Song, p. 221 (N. Y., 1859). 
+ Ibid., p. 227. t Jbid., pp. 252, 268. 
g* 
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The greatest and most intensely charac- 
teristic of Luther’s numerous great Hymns, 
and that which versifies the whole spirit 
and life of the Reformation and of the Lu- 
theran Church, is that beginning, “ Hin feste 
Burg ist unser Gott.” Carlyle says, “there is 
something in it like the sound of Alpine 
avalanches, or the first murmur of earth- 
quakes; in the very vastness of dissonance a 
higher unison is revealed to us. Luther 
wrote this song in a time of blackest threat- 
enings, which, however, could in no wise be- 
come a time of despair. In these tones, rug- 
ged, broken as they are, we do but recognize 
the accents of that summoned man (sum- 
moned, not by Charles V, but by God Al- 
mighty also), who answered his friend’s warn- 
ing not to enter Worms, in this wise: ‘ Were 
there as many devils in Worms as there are 
roof-tiles, I would on.’” 

It is, indeed, the great Marseillaise of Prot- 
estantism, with which armies have been 
nerved for victory, with which myriads of 
Christian worshippers still fan their devo- 
tions as they gather round the altars of their 
Lord, and which is to this day the noblest 
existing battle-song of the children of right- 
eousness and liberty, in their conflicts with 
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the powers of darkness and death. Its words 
and notes,—both the creations of the great 
soul that led the Reformation,—thrill on the 
heart, like bugle-blasts from heaven. 

Itis a matter of regret, that, with all the 
numerous and energetic attempts to render 
this massive Evangelic Hymn into English, 
none have so far succeeded as to give satis- 
faction. Carlyle’s and Miss Winkworth’s are 
among the best, but neither of them exactly 
translates the hymn, or preserves the original 
rhythm and metre. To the many efforts to 
give its equivalent in English, the result of 
another is here subjoined. It would be fool- 
ish to pretend that it retains the inspiring 
majesty of the original. But it is a close ren- 
dering of every sentiment, and in the metre 


Luther gave it. 


LUTHER’S BATTLE-SONG OF THE REFORMATION. 


A mighty Fortress is our God, 
A sure defence and weapon ; 
He helps us free from ey’ry need 
Which hath us now o’ertaken. 
The old deadly foe, 
Plots us fatal woe ; 
Strong in wiles and might, 
He’s armed for dreadful fight ; 


On earth is not his equal. 
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The most that strength of ours can do, 
From hell could ne’er deliver ; 

But for us fights the Hero true, 
God’s own Elect forever. 

Ask’st thou who it be? 

Jesus Christ is He; 

Hosts obey His rod, | 
| And there’s no other God. 
Sure He must be the Victor. 


And should hell’s legions fill the world, 
And like fell beasts assail us ; 
Afar shall every fear be hurled, 


The triumph cannot fail us. 
This world’s chieftain may 
Frown in dread array, 
| Us no ill is done, 
| He’s judged, the victory’s won, 
The smallest word can stay him. 
God’s Word shall stand, this they must y‘eld 
| Nor thanks therefor shall merit; 
| ’Tis Christ upholds us on the field 
With His good gifts and Spirit. 
Take they freedom, life, | 
Goods, fame, child, and wife, 
Come the loss, the pain! 
It brings to them no gain, 
Whilst we still have the Kingdom, 


Chapter Eleventh. 


LUTHERAN CHURCHES TRUE CHURCHES. 


7\K maintain that our Churches are 
| Churches of Christ, founded upon 
true Apostolical principles. No 
Protestants, except such as care not 
to have the name, or such as are not deserv- 
ing of regard, have ever denied it. 

Palmer, in his Treatise on the Church, de- 
votes a long section to the proof, and con- 
gratulates himself that he has sufficiently 
shown, that LUTHERANS ARE NEITHER SCHIS- 
MATICS, NOR HERETICS; and that theologians 
of the British Churches have ever acknowl- 
edged the Lutheran Churches to be Churches 
of Christ. 

Edwin Hall asserts, that “itis notorious, 
that the English Reformers uniformly treatea 
the non-Episcopal Foreign Churches (Lu- 
theran and Reformed) as true Churches and 
ministers.” + 


* Palmer on the Church, vol. i, pp. 833, 866. 
+ Puritans and their Principles, p. 279. 
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Gaillard writes, “that the Cranmers, Rid- 
leys, Latimers, Hoopers, Jewells, and Hookers, 
of the days of Edward VI and Queen Eliza- 
beth, though persuaded in favor of Episco- 
pacy, and zealously attached to it, yet cor- 
dially embraced the Lutheran Churches as 
sisterly communions. * = 

Bishop Burnet remarks, that, mee only 
those who penned the (Thirty-nine) Articles, 
but the body ot the Church, for above half 
an age after, did acknowledge the foreign 
Churches to be true Churches, as to all the 
essentials of a Church.+ 

Bishop Hall says, “The Reformed Churches, 
which want this government (7.¢., of bishops), 
we do love and honor as our sister Churches, 
as the dear spouse of Christ. Your unchari- 
tableness offers to choke me with those scan- 
dalous censures and disgraceful terms, which 
some of ours have let fall upon those Churches, 
and their eminent professors; which, I con- 
fess, it is more easy to be sorry for than, on 
some hands, to excuse.’ { 

Dr. Jackson, Bishop Sanderson, Cousin, 
Bishop of Durham, and Bishop Taylor, have 


* History of the Reformation, p. 552. 
+ Exposition of the Articles, Art. XXIII. 
{ Hall’s Works, vol. ix, p. 690, Pratt’s Ed., 1808. 
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expressed themselves to the same effect. 
Hence, says Dr. Stone,* “In those days 
of close searching into the essence and na- 
ture of things spiritual and ecclesiastical, 
there was no idea, among this class of Eng- 

lish divines, of shutting the Reformed Conti- 

nental Churches out of the pale of visible 

Catholicism ;” but held them to be “the 
~ Church of England’s dearest sisters abroad.” 

There are those, however, who condemn 
_ the Lutheran Churches, as apostate from the 
one holy Catholic Church of Jesus Christ. 

Pre-eminent among them, are those who 
hold, that the Lord Jesus has invested Peter, 
and his alleged successors, with supreme ju- 
| risdiction over the universal Church, and 
that all who refuse submission to the Pope of 
Rome, and to the priesthood under him, are 
base heretics, to be avoided by men, and ac- 
cursed of God. 

Now, we cheerfully confess, before God and 
all His holy ones, that if submission to such 
assumptions as these is required to constitute 
a true Church, no Lutheran Churches can be 
reckoned to be true Churches; for they all, 
with one heart and voice, consent and main- 


* Discourses on the Church, p. 120. 
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tain, that “the Pope 1s nor according to the 
word of God, the head of all Christendom, for 
this belongs to One alone, who is Jesus 
Christ’’** The plain word of the Saviour is: 
“ The princes of the Gentiles exercise domin- 
ion over them, and they that are great exer- 
cise authority upon them; but it shall not be 
so among you.” Matt. 20: 25-27. “Be not ye 
called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even 
Christ; and all ye are brethren. And call 
no man your father upon the earth ; for one 
is your Father which is in heaven.” Matt. 23: 
8,9. This claim of supreme lordship for the 
Pope, is specially singled out in Scripture as 
one great mark of “the Man of sin, the son 
of perdition.” 2 Thess. 2: 3,4. The powers 
named in those passages adduced to prove 
the supremacy of Peter, are several times re- 
ferred to, as conferred indiscriminately upon 
the whole college of Apostles. Matt. 18 : 18— 
20; John 20: 21-23. Paul claims that he 
was not a whit behind, or inferior to, Peter, 
or any other Apostle. 2 Cor. 11:5; 12:11. 
Nay, he did not hesitate to resist and censure 
Peter, and by inspiration of God declared 
himself right in so doing. Gal. 2:11. Nei- 


* Smalcald Articles, Part II, Art. 4. 
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ther does Peter anywhere speak of himself 
other than as one of a company, of equal 
rank and power. He refers to himself as “a 
servant and Apostle”—“‘an_ elder;” ° but 
never once as a sovereign pontiff, or pope 
Peter. And if there is one thing clearly made 
out as to the constitution of the Apostolic 
Church, it is, that no individual was the pre- 
eminent organ of the Holy Spirit, or the de- 
positary of supreme and universal jurisdic- 
tion. There were “diversities of gifts,’ and 
“ differences of administration ;” but nowhere 
do we read of gifts of supremacy, to which 
we all must bow the neck, or lose heaven. 

It cannot, therefore, be proved, that Peter 
ever received such power as Romanists ascribe 
to him; or that, if he did receive it, it was 
meant to be transmitted to successors; or 
that, if it was to be transmitted, it ever was 
transmitted to the bishop of Rome. Neither 
can it be proved that Peter ever so much as 
saw Rome. 

We accordingly, with heart and soul, reject 
and condemn the arrogant and impious pre- 
tence of the Pope, and his subjects and abet- 
tors, as a blasphemous usurpation, and “a 
mere device and work of the Devil, for the 
destruction of the Holy Catholic Church of 
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Christ, and of the first and chief article con- 
cerning the redemption secured by the Lord 
Jesus.” We do burn and trample under foot 
“all his bulls and books, in which he roars 
out that no Christian can be saved without 
being obedient and subject to him in all that | 
he wishes and says.” We do deny and detest | 
his alleged authority in things of faith and | 
salvation, and are prepared to accept death in | 
the name of the Lord, rather than submit to | 
such atrocious insults to Jesus Christ, and 
such supercilious and wicked setting aside of 
the true doctrine of salvation. Yea, ‘as little - 
as we can adore the Devil as Lord or God, so 
little can we tolerate his apostle, the Pope, as 
head and Lord of the kingdom of grace; for 
his empire is falsehood, murder, and eternal 
destruction.” Our Church is at everlasting war 
with such abominations, and it is an essential 
part of the proof that she is a true church of 
Jesus Christ, that she thus heartily and com- | 
_ pletely denies and rejects the wickednesses 
| and assumptions of Antichrist. 

But there is another class of religionists, 
not Romanists, nor answering very promptly 
to the name of Protestants, who deny to the | 
Lutheran Churches a place in the general 
Church of Christ, because we have not re- 
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tained an episcopal Church order, and have 
communion in the sacraments ‘not “episco- 
pally administered.” These people regard 
prelacy, or the order of diocesan bishops, as 
essential to the Church. They hold that the 
office of Apostles was appointed to be a per- 
petual thing in the Church; that the Apos- 
tles, as such, had their successors, chosen 
and ordained by themselves; that these, 
their successors in the Apostleship, consti- 
tuted and empowered others again to exer- 
cise and transfer the same superior preroga- 
tives; that so a succession of Apostles, now 
called bishops, has been preserved and _ per- 
petuated to the present day; that these bish- 
ops have the exclusive right to ordain to the 
ministerial office, to confer the gifts of the 
Holy Ghost, and to exercise: episcopal juris- 
diction over God’s ministers and Churches; 
and that if we do not adhere to these bishops, 
and receive the ordinances of Christianity as 
dispensed by them, or by those sent by them, 
we are not, and cannot be, within the pale of 
the true Church of Christ. But such a con- 
ception of the Church is essentially the same 
as that entertained by the Romanists. It 
clings to the same idea of an outward close 
corporation, and merely transfers the centre 


——— on 
SaaS 


ECCLESIA LUTHERANA. 


of unity from the pope to the bishop. What- 
ever men may say, a thorough prelatist, 1s 
virtually a papist. And if it is unscriptural 
and arrogant to limit the boundaries of the 
Church of Christ to the dominions of one 
pope, how can it be right to confine it to the 
jurisdiction and administration of an order of 
prelates, who are in reality the one pope par- 
celled out and distributed into a number of 
lesser popes ? 

So long as men put diocesan episcopacy on 
the ground of human arrangement, prudence 
and policy, as its most intelligent and pious 
advocates have done; so long as it is insisted 
on only as a desirable and ancient form of 
Church government; we have no controversy 
with it, where it exists. In various coun- 
tries, the Lutheran Churches have retained 
it, or what is equivalent to it. But when 
people claim for it an express appointment of 
God, and put it forth as the sole fountain of the 
Church, and undertake to depose all minis- 
ters, and excommunicate all Christian com- 
munities, who do not receive it, we resist 
them as errorists, who do violence to the 
Word of God and Christian charity. 

We admit, that, in a certain sense, and to 
some extent, every lawful minister of Jesus 
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Christ does succeed to the place and commis- 
sion which at first was given to the twelve 
Apostles; but that Christ meant to perpetu- 
ate an order of Apostles, distinct from, and 
with jurisdiction over, the common eldership 
of his ministers, we deny. It has no founda- 
tion in the Scriptures. So far as there was 
anything peculiar, distinct and superior in the 
Apostleship to separate and distinguish it from 
the common ministerial commission, we hold 
that it was confined to the twelve, and ceased 
with them. 

We need only look for a moment at the 
characteristics of the Apostleship of the 
twelve, to be convinced that it was Pepenal 
and intransferable. 

1. Those who held it were personally 
elected by the Saviour himself. ‘He called 
unto him his disciples, and of them he chose 
twelve, whom he also named Apostles.” Luke 
6: 12,13. None but the Apostles were ever 
thus selected. 

2. The Apostleship of the twelve was ac- 
companied with the gift of miracles. ‘And 
he gave them power against unclean spirits, 
to cast them out, and to heal all manner of 
sickness, and all manner of disease.” Matt. 10. 
And wherever they went, they carried this 
g* 
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power with them, authenticating their ap- 
pointment by “divers signs, and wonders, 
and gifts of the Holy Ghost.” Heb. 2: 4. 
But who now can show this apostolic power ? 

3. The twelve also possessed a plenary in- 
spiration. It was said to them, “Take no 
thought how, or what ye shall speak, for it 
shall be given you in that same hour what ye 
shall speak. For it is not ye that speak, but 
the spirit of your Father which speaketh in 
you.” Matt. 10:19, 20. “The Spirit gave 
them utterance.” Acts 2:4. But what prel- 
ate now can show evidence of such heavenly 
prompting and guidance in what he says? 

4. To be one of the twelve, the candidate 
had to have a personal knowledge of Christ 
and his resurrection. It is given as one great 
feature of the Apostolic office, that it was a 
bearing of testimony, as eye-witnesses, to the 
Saviour’s living again after he had died. Acts 
10:40, 41. When the vacant place of Judas 
was to be filled, it was laid down as an indis- 
pensable prerequisite, that the new occupant 
should have seen the risen Christ. Acts 1: 
21; 2:32; Luke 1:2. ‘And Paul defends 
his official position on this very ground: 
‘““Am I not an Apostle? Have I not seen 
Jesus our Lord?” 1 Cor. 9: 1; 15: 4-8. 
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But what pretended successor of the Apostles 
is able to say that he has seen Jesus ! 

5. The Apostleship is duodecimal. The 
Saviour instituted but “twelve” offices of this 
high grade. The wonderful woman by whom 
the Church.is symbolized in the Apocalypse, 
has “upon her head a crown of twelve stars.” 
Rev. 12:1. The heavenly Jerusalem—“< the 
Bride, the Lamb’s wife ”—has “ twelve founda- 
tions, and in them the names of the twelve 
Apostles of the Lamb.” Rev. 21:14; Eph. 2: 
20. Indeed the whole Scripture seems to 
proceed upon it as settled, that there are, and 
ever will be, but twelve Apostleships, and 
twelve Apostles. Jesus has constituted no 
more, and there can be no more. How 
ridiculous, then, to talk of “ Apostolic suc- 
cession,’ as though diocesan bishops suc- 
ceeded to a divine office, distinct from that 
of “other clergy,” or held the same high 
places, and exercised the same high preroga- 
tives, which Christ assigned only to twelve 
men ! 

It is also a most presumptuous and danger- 
ous adding to the fixed terms of salvation for 
any man, or any class of men, to demand sub- 
mission to prelatical pretensions on pain of 
excommunication from the true Church, and 
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exclusion from heaven. The Word of God 
says, “If thou shalt confess with thy mouth 
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine 
heart that God hath raised him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved.” Rom. 10:9. 
Who then dare say, No; you must also receive 
the bishop as the earthly centre and fountain 
of the Church, or you have no title to the 
promises! Jesus says, “ He that heareth my 
word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into con- 
demnation; but is passed from death unto 
life.” John 5:24. To whom then is it given 
to say, No; he must first receive the sac- 
ratments “episcopally administered,” or he is 
under condemnation, and has neither part, 
nor lot in this matter! The Word of Truth 
declares, that “in every nation, he that fear- 
eth God, and worketh righteousness, is ac- 
cepted of Him.” Acts 10: 35. But these 
ghostly successors of the Apostles say, Not so, 
unless he comes under our episcopal jurisdic- 
tion! How unscriptural, unauthorized, and 
uncharitable is all this! It adds to the Word 
of God; which is a thing severely forbidden: 
Deut. 4:2; Prov. 30:6; and it sets up a 
standard which Christ has not set up. It is, 
therefore, without force or weight in disal- 
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lowing to the Lutheran Churches a place in 
the holy communion of saints. 

“or mine own part,” says Richard Hooker, 
*“‘] dare not deny the salvation of the Luther- 
an Churches, which have been THE CHIEFEST IN- 
STRUMENTS OF OURS.’* 

Dr. Cosin adds: “If we renounce all the 
ministers of Germany, what then will become 
of the Protestant party? If the Church and 
Kingdom of England acknowledged them, as 
they did, why should we, that are but private 
persons, utterly disclaim their communion ?”+ 


* Sermon on Habak. 1: 4; Appendix to Ecc. Pclity ; Com- 
plete Works, vol. ii, p. 807. Appleton Ed. 
+ Letter to Cordel, Feb. 7th, 1650. 
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Chapter Gwelfth. 


LUTHERANS HAVE A LEGITIMATE MINISTRY, 


HRIST has, indeed, appointed a per- 
>| petual ministry for his Church, for 
the purpose of begetting and nurtur- 
ing faith by the teaching of the Gos- 
pel and the administration of the sacraments. 
“For by the Word and sacraments, as by cer- 
tain instruments, the Holy Ghost is given, 
who worketh faith, when and where it pleas- 
eth God, in those that hear the Gospel.’* 
Nor should any one teach or preach pub- 
licly in the Church, or administer the sacra- 
ments, without a regular call.+ 
“There is nothing to hinder any man from 
desiring this holy office, or from offering his 
services to the Church in this capacity; but 
that any one should take it up of himself is 
not lawful; which’ occurs when one, of his 
own accord, assumes to be a minister, and, 
with underhanded proceedings, crafts, and 


* Augsburg Confession, Art. 6. f Ibid., Art. 14, 
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corruptions, succeeds in wresting to himself a 
call.”* 
“The call to the ministry was once imme- 
diate, as the call of the Prophets and Apos- 
tles, which was given by the Lord himself, 
without secondary agents, and which ceased 
with the Prophets and Apostles; but now it 
is mediate, through the Church, and proceeds 
from the proper authorities, those already in 
the service of the Church, and the congrega- 
tion, the hearers, usually called the laity. 

“ According to Apostolic practice, the call- 
- ing of a minister appertains to the entire 
Church. For when one was to be chosen to 
fill the place of Judas the traitor, it was not 
done by the Apostles alone, but by the entire 
assembly of believers. In like manner were 
the seven deacons chosen from among the 
people, and placed before the Apostles for 
official sanction.”*+ 

.“ Every Church has legal authority to or- 
dain ministers for itself. For wherever the 
Church is, there is verily the command to 
preach the Gospel. Therefore, the Churches 
undoubtedly retain the authority to call, 


* Hutter’s Compendium locorum Theologicorum ex Scriptura, 


etc., 106. 
+ Hutter’s Compendium loc. Theol., 108. 
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elect, and ordain ministers. And this au- 
thority is a privilege which God has given 
especially to the Church, and it cannot be 
taken away from the Church by any human 
power, as Paul testifies, Eph. 4, where he 
says, ‘When he ascended up on high, he led 
captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.’ 
And among these gifts which belong to the 
Church, he enumerates pastors and teachers, 
and adds that these were given for the edify- 
ing of the body of Christ. Wherefore it fol- 
lows, that wherever there is a true Church, 
there is also the power to elect and ordain 
ministers.”* 

Nor does it matter whether the ceremony 
of ordination be solemnized by a bishop, or 
“by the laying on of the hands of the Pres- 
bytery,” as we learn from examples under the 
Apostles. All that the ceremony imparts is 
simply the official acknowledgment and ap- 
pointment of the Church, which may be ex- 
pressed through one or many, bishops or 
“other clergy,” only so that they have the 
authority to proceed in the name of the 
Church. Episcopal ordination is doubtless 
to be held good, and Presbyterial ordination 


* Smalcald Articles, Appendix. 
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is not invalid. Luther has very properly 
said, “If the bishops would faithfully dis- 
charge their office, and show concern for the 
Churches and the Gospel, they might, for the 
sake of charity and peace, but not from ne- 
cessity, be allowed the privilege to ordain 
and confirm our preachers.”* The Church 
certainly has the power to concentrate upon 
one individual the office, properly belonging 
to the whole. Any body of ministers may 
delegate to one of their number, the power 
to ordain in their name. But the notion of 
an exclusive divine right in diocesan bishops 
to ordain and constitute ministers, which 
some put forward with great zeal, is a mere 
figment, contradicted by the voice of all gen- 
uine Protestantism, and resting at best upon 
a meagre, confused, and uncertain tradition. 
i According to divine authority, there is 
no difference between bishops and pastors, or 
ministers.” So says one of our symbols, 
written by Luther himself; The same is 
maintained by Chrysostom, Isidorus, Bern- 
aldus Constantiensis, and even by papists, 
such as Pope Urban II, Jo. Paul Lancelot, 
Michael de Medina, Edmund Richer, Staple- 


* Smaleald’s Articles, Art. 10. 
} Ibid., Appendix. 
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ton, and John Morin.”* And it is indisput- 
able, that the Scriptures use the terms bishop, 
elder and presbyter interchangeably, with ref- 
erence to the same individuals, and the same 
office. Paul “sent to Ephesus, and called 
the elders of the Church. And when they 
were come to him, he said unto them, .... 
Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to 
all the flock over which the Holy Ghost hath 
made you (exexozb<) bishops.” Acts 20 : 17-28. 
He also writes to Titus, “For this cause left 


I thee in Crete, that thou shouldst . . . . or- 
dain elders (presbyters) in every city, . . . if 
any be blameless; .... for a bishop must 


be blameless.” Tit. 1: 5-7. Peter says, “The 
elders (presbyters) which are among you 1 
exhort, .... . Feed the flock of Godweaae 
(extsxoxuuvtes) being bishops to them.” 1 Peter 
5:1,2. Timothy is styled a bishop; but he 
was ordained “by the laying on of the hands 
of the presbytery.” 1 'Tim.4:14. These pas- 
sages prove, that, in the eye of God, a bishop 
is no more than a presbyter, and a presbyter 
nothing less than a bishop; and that where 
difference exists, it is a difference which man 
has made, and not God. 


* The original quotations from most of these authors may 
be seen in Geiseler’s Church History, vol. i, 90, 91. 
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We also have adequate and decisive testi- 
mony, that prelatical episcopacy is of human, 
and not of divine institution. Jerome flour- 
ished in the fourth century. Erasmus pro- 
nounces him, “ without controversy the most 
learned of all Christians, the prince of di- 
vines, and excelling Cicero in eloquence.” 
Augustine says that “Jerome knew every- 
thing that was known by man.” And Bing- 
ham represents him as fully qualified “to 
speak the sense of the ancients.” His testi- 
mony must, therefore, possess a weight on 
this subject fully equal to any that can by 
any possibility be produced. And Jerome 
says, “Among the ancients, presbyters and 
bishops were the very same; but by little and 
little, for plucking up plants of dissension, 
the whole care was devolved upon one. As 
the presbyters therefore know, that they are 
subjected to him who is set over them by the 
custom of the Church; so let the bishops 
know, that they ure superior to the presbyters 
rather by custom than by any real appointment 
of Christ.’* Augustine, who lived about the 
same period, and one of the most competent 


* Comment. in Tit. 1:5, Opp. Ton. vol. vi, p. 168; Edit. 


Victorii, Paris, 1623. Apud veteres eosdem fuisse, etc. The 


same is confirmed by Eutychius, Annal. tom. i, p. 330. 
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of witnesses, also says, “The office of bishop 
is above the office of priests, NOT BY AUTHOR- 
ITY OF THE SCRIPTURES, but after the names of 
honor which the custom of the Church hath now 
obtuined.”* The learned Gibbon, who had 
no favorite system of Church government to 
support, also says, “The public functions of 
religion were solely intrusted to the estab- 
lished ministers of the Church, the bishops 
and the presbyters ; two appellations, which, in 
their first origin, appear to have distinguished 
the same office, and the same order of persons.’+ 

Many of the most distinguished and learned 
Episcopalians themselves have freely admit- 
ted, that the prelatical order must be traced 
to the action of the Churches, and not to 
any specific divine appointment. 

As to the leading men of the English Ref- 
ormation, such as Archbishop Cranmer, 
Bishop Jewel, Archbishop Whiteift, Arch- 
bishop Grindal, Bishop Cooper, and others, 
Keble says, “It is enough, with them, to 
show that the government by bishops and 
archbishops is ancient and allowable; they 
never venture to urge its exclusive claim, or to 


* Quoted by Bishop Jewel, Defence of his Apol., p. 128. 
+ Decline and Fall, &e. vol. i, p. 555-6. 
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connect the succession with the validity of the 
holy sucraments.”* 

Cranmer testifies that “the bishops and 
priests were at one time, and were no two 
things, but both one office, in the beginning 
of the Christian religion.”+ 

Hooker thus paraphrases the testimony of 
Jerome, and expresses his acquiescence in it: 
‘Let them (the bishops) continually bear in 
mind, that it is rather the force of custom, 
whereby the Church, having so long found it 
good to continue under the regiment of her 
virtuous bishops, doth still uphold, maintain 
and honor them in that respect, than that any 
such true and heavenly law can be shown by the 
evidence whereof it may of a truth appear that 
the Lord himself hath appointed presbyters for- 
ever to be under the regiment of bishops.” t. 

Of the pre-eminence of bishops jure divino, 
Archdeacon Mason says, “If by jure divino 
you understand a law and commandment of 
God, binding all Christian Churches, univer- 
sally, perpetually, unchangeably, and with 
such absolute necessity that no other form 
of regiment may in any case be admitted: in 


* Preface to Hooker’s Polity, xxx. 
+ Burnet’s Reform., App. Book III. 
¢ Eccles. Polity, Book WII, ch. 5. 
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this sense neither may we grant it, nor yet 
can you prove it to be gure divino.”* 

“TJ prove,” says Dean Sherlock, “that in 
case of necessity, when bishops cannot be 
had, a Church may be a truly catholic 
Church, and such as we may and ought to 
communicate with, without bishops; and, 
therefore, Ido not make episcopacy so abso- 
lutely necessary to catholic communion as to 
unchurch all Churches which have it not.”*+ 

“T readily acknowledge,” says Bishop Tom- 
line, “that there is no precept in the New 
Testament, which commands that every 
Church should be governed by bishops.” 

“ Nothing can be determined,” says Bishop 
Beveridge, “from what the Apostles did, in 
their early proceedings, in preaching the Gos- 
pel, as to the establishment of any certain 
form of Church government for perpetual 
duration.’§ 

“You will exceed all just bounds,” says 
the Bishop of Hereford to his clergy, “if you 
are constantly insisting upon the necessity 
of a belief in, and the certainty of, Apostoli- 


* Appendix to his Vindicic. 
+ Quoted in Goode’s Divine Rule, vol. ii, p. 82. 
{ Quoted in Snodgrass on Episcopacy, p. 45. 
¢ Quoted in Snodgrass on Episcopacy, p. 47. 
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cal succession in the bishops and presbyters 
of our Church, as the only security for the 
efficacy of the sacraments.” . . . ‘To spread 
abroad this notion, would be to make our- 
selves the derision of the world.’”* 

And other testimonies and concessions, of 
similar import, may be adduced from Dr. 
Fulke, Archbishop Usher, Bishop Davenant, 
Dean Field, Bishop Cosin, Dr. Claget, Bishop 
Stillingfleet, Bishop Croft, Dr. Goode, Arch- 
bishop Whately, &c., &c. 

It is also of some account in the settlement 
of this question, that nine-tenths of the entire 
Protestant Church, including the most devout, 
learned, and conscientious investigators of 
sacred truth, condemn the dogma, that no or- 
dination is valid but that performed by a dio- 
cesan bishop, and say it is an invention of 
men, without authority from holy Scripture. 

Moreover, if prelacy were an institution of 
Jesus Christ, and essential to a valid minis- 
try, it is impossible to believe that the evi- 
dences of it would have been left so unsatis- 
factory and inadequate. For, Whately justly 
observes, that “there is not a minister in all 
Christendom, who is able to trace up, with 


* Quoted in Snodgrass on Episcopacy, p. 217. 
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any approach to certainty, his own spiritual 
pedigree.” 3 

It follows, then, as Quenstedt declares, that 
“in whatever Church fit men, with the nec- 
essary gifts, and instructed of God, are con- 
secrated to the divine service, by the ordi- 
nary ministers, through the laying on of 
hands and prayer, and publicly inaugurated 
to the ministry of the word and sacraments, 
the people consenting thereto, there, accord- 
ing to the example of the Apostles and prim- 
itive Christians, is the true ministerial suc- 
cession. And as all these things are found 
in the Lutheran Church, therefore, in the 
Lutheran Church there is a true ministerial 
succession,” 

Luther was regularly ordained by his 
bishop, in A.D. 1507. He was regularly 
called into the ministry and professorship of 
theology in the Church and Academy of Wit- 
tenberg, with the consent of all concerned. 
Ile was solemnly invested with the doctorate 
by unanimous approbation of the whole Au- 
gustinian order. And he was clothed with 
full power and authority both from God and 
the Church to preach the Word, administer 


* Theologia Didactico-Polemica, p. 1515. 
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the sacraments, defend the truth, and _per- 
form all other acts properly belonging to the 
ministry of Christ. 

Nor was his ministerial authority ever 
taken from him. His pretended degradation 
and excommunication, was a mere nullity. 
The Church never authorized it. God never 
authorized it. The Pope who decreed it 
was not the Church, nor the representative 
of God, or the Church. He claimed to have, 
but did not possess, as no human being does 
possess, power to depose Christ’s ministers for 
their preaching of the truth. His frown was 
not the frown of Jesus. The Church, in its 
purest parts, never indorsed or regarded this 
decree of excommunication. Those to whom 
Luther was more directly related, never acted 
on it Even the Pope himself virtually ac- 
knowledged its nullity by subsequently giv- 
ing him a hearing before the Dict of Worms. 
Luther, therefore, continued a legitimate min- 
ister after the Pope’s attempted excommuni- 
cation, and still possessed all the authority 
requisite for all the duties of his office. 

Luther was slow to interfere with the pre- 
vailing system, by undertaking to ordain and 
constitute ministers without the bishops. He 
was not the man to set aside established 
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usages without necessity. He, and all his 
associates, would rather have continued the 
episcopal order. But the papal bishops would 
lay hands upon no one adhering to the doc- 
trines which Luther taught. And Quenstedt 
has certainly argued according to the Scrip- 
tures, where he says, ‘“‘ When the bishops of the 
pontifical Church refused to ordain our min- 
isters, unless they should return to the Ro- 
mish Thaid, it was better to ordain without 
bishops, than that the Church should alto- 
gether want for ministers; for where the 
bishops have degenerated into wolves, there 
the ministers justly return to their ancient 
right to ordain and consecrate.”* 

* Thus, then, under a most solemn sense of 
right and duty, and with pious reliance on 
the great Head of the Church, Luther, and 
his coadjutors, proceeded to ordain and con- 
stitute ministers for the Lutheran Churches, 
under this solemn and irrefutable declaration: 
“Since they (the papal bishops) neither are, 
nor wish to be true bishops, but political 
lords and princes, who will neither preach 
nor teach, nor administer the sacraments, nor 
perform any work or office in the Church, 


* Theol. Didac. Polem., p. 1515. 
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but oppress, persecute, and condemn those 
who are called to this office; the Church 
must not, on their account, remain destitute 
of ministers. Wherefore, instructed by the ex- 
ample of the ancient Church and fathers, we 
ourselves will, and should, ordain suitable per- 
sons to this office; and they have no right to 
Jorbid or to prevent it.”* 

The Church was thus supplied with min- 
isters, who in turn ordained others, and so 
perpetuated the succession, legitimate and 
uninterrupted, down to those who now fill 
our pulpits, and minister at our altars. 


* Smalcald Articles, 10. 

+ The first one who received the Lutheran ordination, was 
George Rérer, on the 14th day of May, 1525. See Seckendorf, 
Hist. Lutheranism, ii, 3 15. 
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Chapter Chirteenth. 


THE LUTHERAN CHURCH A GREAT CHURCH. 


T is the habit of some to speak dis- 
paragingly of the Lutheran Church, 
+4} and to assign it the position of an ob- 
~ scure sect, which can scarcely be said 
any longer to exist. Such people, whilst they 
greatly tax our patience, deserve our com- 
miseration. ‘They know not what they do.” 
The Lutheran Church is no secé at all, in any 
proper sense of that word. Her whole origin 
and composition is catholic, not schismatic— 
broadly Christian, and in no respect factious. 
She never was the mother of conventicles or 
secession. She has everywhere and always 
held her position in the very midst of the 
stream of historic Church life. So far from 
being a factious separatist from the proper 
community of saints, the Lutheran Church is 
something more, even, than a branch of the 
proper Church. As has been well said, she 
is the strong body and trunk on which the - 
(116 ) 
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branches depend. Christianity, in its Prot- 
estant form, started with her; and from her 
have sprung all its branches. In age and 
historical position she is, therefore, the trunk. 
Neither has she become lost in branches 
which have absorbed her strength and di- 
verted her proper historic continuation. Up 
to this present moment she is the massive and 
living trunk still. She possesses mere terri- 
tory now than any other two of the great 
Protestant families, and embraces a larger 
population than all other orthodox commu- 
nions combined. 

The sublimest historical reminiscences of 
Protestantism belong to the Lutheran Church. 
The scenes amid which her heroes fought the 
great battles of truth, and brought her forth 
from the worse than Hgyptian darkness of pop- 
ery, have thrilled the world, and will be refer- 
red to with undying interest as long as moral 
courage shall find admirers, or the triumphs 
of truth a place in the fond regard of men. 
Her relations and achievements, with respect 
to all the high interests of Christendom, are 
the most exalted and magnificent upon rec- 
ord since the days of the Apostles. It is to 
her confessors and divines, under God, that 
the world has joined in referring the com- 
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mencement and success of the glorious Ref- 
ormation. There were reformers before Lu- 
ther, but there was no effective reformation, 
except that which he led. Those ninety- 
five Theses, nailed to the door of the Church | 
of All Saints at Wittenberg, on the morning 
of the 31st of October, 1517, as Luther’s chal- 
lenge to the boastful champions of Rome’s | 
monstrous usurpations; the seventeen Arti- 
cles of Torgau, prepared by his hand in 
obedience to the command of one of the most 
praiseworthy of rulers; the magnificent pro- 
test of the Lutheran princes at the Diet of 
Spires; and the triumphant Confession of 
Augsburg, along with the hymns and ser- 
mons, translations, and other writings of Lu- 
ther and his associates, must ever be ac- 
knowledged as the first effective disclosure 
to modern nations of those ancient and un- 
dying truths which make up the real essence 
of Christianity. Luther found the Bible 
chained in the cloister, and he was the first, 
in modern times, to break its fetters, and to 
set it free. And to have been the instrument 
of emancipating the Bible, and of giving it 
_ back again to the common possession of man- 
kind in their native tongues, and of sending 
them to it to learn what to believe and how 
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to live, is itself a distinction unparalleled 
since the Apostles’ days. 

Nor is it too much to say that the Lu- 
theran Church, by her Confessions and mas- 
ters in theology, has, either directly or indi- | 
rectly, given to all orthodox Christendom its | 
creed. As remarked by one of her doctors: 
“The Augsburg Confession has been sub- | 
stantially inwrought into all the subsequent 
evangelical symbols, both in and out of Ger- 
many; and, in the opposition which it pro- 
voked, even determined the decisions of the 
Council of Trent.” 

As to that branch of the Reformation, 
which took the name of feformed, Bossuet | 
says: “The Calvinists, particularly, cannot 
deny that they have always looked upon Lu- | 
ther and the Lutherans as the authors of | 
their Reformation; and, not to speak of Cal- 
vin, who often mentioned Luther with great | 
regard, as the head of the Reformation, all 
the Calvinists, Germans, English, Hungarians, 
Poles, Dutch, and all others, in general, who 
assembled at Frankfort, through the influ- 
ence of Queen Elizabeth, all these having ac- 
knowledged those of the Confession of Augs- 
burg, namely, the Lutherans, as the first who 
gave a new birth to the Church, acknowledge 
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also the Confession of Augsburg as common 
to the whole party.”* Calvin himself wrote 
to Schalling, in 1557: “I, indeed, do not re- 
pudiate the Augustan Confession; it is my 
pride willingly and cheerfully to subscribe it, 
as it is interpreted by its author himself.” 
Turretin speaks of the concurrence of the 
Reformed with the Lutherans as “abundantly 
evident from the comparison of the Confes- 
sions of both sides; nay, from the Augsburg 
Confession alone, which both parties admit, 
and to which both desire to be regarded as 
adherents.’”+ 

As to the Moravians, or Society of Unitas 
Fratrum, noted for their devotion to the dis- 
tinguishing doctrines of the Gospel and cause 
of missions to the heathen, avowedly take the 
Augsburg Confession as their symbol of doc- 
trine. Bishop Spangenberg says: “The Augs- 
burg Confession, which was presented to the 
Imperor at the Diet of the Roman Empire, 
in the year 1530, is, and remains, their con- 
fession of faith. The fundamental truths of 
Christian doctrine, taken out of the sacred 
Scripture, are delivered, in that Confession, 
in such a brief and full manner, compiled 


* Variations of Prot. (N. Y.), vol. i, p. 6. 
+ Nubes Testium (Geneva, 1719), p. 46. 
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with such conspicuity, and delivered pub- 
licly, at the risk of life and fortune, that we 
know nothing more excellent of the kind.” 
The same declaration was more formally 
made at a General Synod of the Moravians, 
held in Germany, a few years since. 

As to the Church of England, with her 
daughter, the Protestant Episcopal Church 
of the United States, Tytler has very 
properly observed, that she has chiefly con- 
formed her tenets to the Lutheran system of 
Reformation. “The principles upon which 
our Reformation was conducted,” says Arch- 
bishop Laurence, “were manifestly Luther- 
an.’ In the construction of the Thirty-nine 
Articles, Bishop Burnet affirms his convic- 
tion, that ‘‘great regard was had to the Lu- 
theran Churches, with whom a conjunction 
was much endeavored.” Laurence says of 
them, that they “were neither the produc- 
tion of Parker nor the convocation,” but 
‘were borrowed from a Lutheran creed.” THe 
notes ‘a manifest resemblance between them 
(and that boast of Germany and pride of the 
Reformation, the Confession of Augsburg), 
which, in some instances, amounts to a direct 


* See Synodal Results of 1857, p. 96; also Moravian Man- 
ual, by Rev. E. De Schweinitz, pp. 111, 112. 
Le 
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transcript of whole passages” and “entire ex- 
tracts, without the slightest Omission or un- 
important variation.”* Bishop Whittingham, 
of Maryland, speaking of the Thirty-nine 
Articles, in his charge for 1849, says, that 
“with the Augsburg Confession their connec- 
tion is of a nature the most intimate and di- 
rect, substantiable by .superabundant evi- 
dence, both internal and circumstantial. In 
more than one respect,” he continues, “the 
Confession of Augsburg is the source of the 
Thirty-nine Articles of the Church of Eng- 
land and America—their prototype in form, 
their model in doctrine, and the very foun- 
tain of many of their expressions; while 
others are drawn from its derivative exposi- 
tions and repetitions.” 

Bishop Bull, acknowledged as a luminary 
of the first magnitude in the Church of Eng- 
land, says, ‘The Augsburg Confession is the 
noblest among confessions, the English (Thir- 
ty-nine Articles) not excepted. Our first Re- 
formers guided themselves by the Augsburg 
Confession. What fact could be more cer- 
tain.” 


Palmer, Hare, Short, Chapin, Proctor, 


* See Laurence’s Bampton Lectures, pp. 88-79. 
t Apologia, p. 85, quoted in Groschii Vertheidigung, p. 884, 


Humphrey, Hardwick, and other prominent 
Episcopalians, -have made the same acknowl- 
edgment. Even the English Book of Com- 
mon Prayer is greatly indebted to the Lu- 
theran Reformers. It was, to a large extent, 
based upon a book of “directions for the 
public services and administration of the sac- 
raments, with forms of prayer and a litany,” 
given out by authority of Herman, Prince 
Archbishop of Cologne, as a form of doctrine 
and worship for his subjects, and prepared 
by Melancthon and Bucer. Ylumphrey says of 
this book, that “it was not so much a new 
composition as a revision of the ancient for- 
mularies, and was taken in a great measure 
from a Liturgy prepared by Luther, and used - 
at Nuremberg.” And Proctor, in his History, 
says that, “ The litany, the exhortations in the 
communion service, and portions of the bap- 
tismal services, are mainly due to this book, 
through which the influence of Luther may 
be traced in our (English) Prayer Book, where — 
additions or considerable changes were made 


ECCLESIA LUTHERANA. Ives} 


in translating the old Latin Services.” The 
same is also to be said of the burial service, 
and other parts; thus verifying the remark of 
Hardwick, that though “the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer” has been mainly derived from 
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the ancient and medixval Liturgies, it has 
been “in no inconsiderable degree through the 
medium of a Lutheran compilation.”* 

As to the Twenty-five articles which em- 
body the acknowledged doctrines of the 
Methodist societies, they are, in language 
and substance, so nearly identical with the 
Thirty-nine of the Church of England, that 
they must be traced through them to the 
same source. They are only remoter issues 
from the same Lutheran fountain. 

It is, therefore, with justice that the Lu- 
theran Church takes to herself the high ap- 
pellation of The Mother of Protestants. Evan- 
gelical Christendom owes more to the Luther- 
ans, for everything pure, blessed, and great 
in its religion, than to any other class of men 
since the Apostles fell asleep. This cannot be 
successfully disputed. Through what other 
channel have the Protestant nations obtained 
that free Gospel in which they glory, and 
what additions or improvements, in the lapse 
of three hundred years, have the sects been 
able to make to the doctrines which the Lu- 
theran Reformers restored to the world, and 


* Sce Hardwick’s Hist. of the Articles; Proctor’s Hist. of 
the Book of Prayer; and Humphrey’s Hist. and Explan. 
Treatise on the Book of Common Prayer, 


to which they affixed their names at the peril 
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of their lives, in the face of the threatened 
vengeance of kings and emperors, the thun- 
ders of the Vatican, and the blood and fires 
of martyrdom ? 

To Luther and the Reformation he con- 
ducted, under God, are modern freemen also 
indebted for the privilege of thinking, believ- 
ing, teaching, and worshipping, as conscience 
and Scripture may direct, without danger of 
being burned for blasphemy, or of having 
their bones broken for heresy. When Luther 
stood before the august Diet of Worms on 
trial for his faith, the liberties of the world 
trembled in his lone heart. And when he 
lifted up his hand before God, in the face of 
all Europe’s potencies, and declared in solemn 
oath, that, unless convinced by clear testi- 
monies of holy Scripture and solid reasons, 
he could not and would not retract, modern 
freedom drew its first breath, and inde- 
pendence once more began to pulsate in the 
arteries of man. Noble princes re-echoed 
him in the magnanimous Protest at the 
Diet of Spires. The freeborn soul aroused 
itself from its sleep of ages, shaking off its 
withes. And a new era dawned upon the 
race. It is the testimony of the distin- 
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guished Von Schlegel, that, “wherever the 
Reformation penetrated, wherever it acted 
an important part, whether conqueror or 
conquered, its general, leading, and con- 
stant result was, an immense progress in 
mental activity and freedom—an immense 
step toward the emancipation of the human 
mind.” Another writer of the Romish 
Church bears witness, that ‘“ Luther has been 
the restorer of liberty in modern times;” 
that ‘if he did not create, he at least cour- 
ageously affixed his signature to that great 
revolution, which rendered the right of ex- 
amination lawful in Europe ;” and that “if 
we at this day exercise, in all its plenitude, 
this first and highest privilege of human in- 
telligence, it is to him we are mostly indebted 
forit.”"* Yea, says Grimke, “The Protestants 
of these United States may well believe, that, 
without the Reformation, they would have 
been rather like the South Americans before 
the revolutions, than what they now are, the 
wonder, the admiration, and the example of 
the world.”} 

“We know,” exclaims Neander, “ whence 
that freedom came, which by means of Lu- 


* Life of Luther by M. Michelet; Introduction. 
t Address before Lit. and Phil. Soc. of S. C. 
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ther and the Reformation, broke the fetters 
of the human mind.”* 

Nor is the Lutheran Church any less distin- 
guished for her patronage-of learning, and her 
contributions to theology and science, than 
in the particulars to which allusion has been 
made. Her literature is the richest in the 
world. ‘The Romish Church,” says Lange, 
“is the Church of Priests; the Lutheran 
Church is the Church of Theologians.” Her 
universities have been the glory of Germany 
for the last three hundred years; and her 
critics and religious teachers have been the 
leading instructors of Christendom from the 
days of Luther until now. Take from the 
religious literature of the nations all that 
has been, directly or indirectly, derived from 
Lutheran divines, and the _ ecclesiastical 
heavens would be bereft of most of its stars. 
Strike out the long list of Lutheran names 
and writings, in whatever department, which 
each of these past three centuries has fur- 
nished, and a void would be made for which 
all the ages could produce no adequate com- 
pensation. 


* Planting and Training of the Church. 


Chapter Lourteenth. 


FALSE ACCUSATIONS ANSWERED. 


: = [HE Church, as a visible body, is 
Ds] not impeccable. The first congre- 
gation of Christians, whose mem- 
bers were Apostles, and whose min- 
ister was Jesus, had a Judas in it; and yet 
it was the glorious planting of the Lord, 
through which the world was to receive sal- 
vation. The sun itself is not without its 
spots. Jiven heaven once beheld vast com- 
panies of its inhabitants apostatize. Many 
of the very angels of God “kept not their 
first estate, but left their own habitation.” 
Still, the sun has excellencies enough to call 
forth our admiration; and heaven retains its 
worthiness of our most ardent efforts to at- 
tain it; and angelic orders have in no way 
ceased to be objects of delightful contempla- 
| tion. As a thorn in the flesh was given 
Paul, and the messenger of Satan to buffet 
him, lest he should be exalted above meas- 
(128 ) 
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ure; so God still deals with his chosen in- 
struments, and leaves his people exposed to 
the influx of false doctrine and a perverted 
faith, that they may know how weak they 
are without him, and never cease to watch 
and pray. The Lutheran Church has had 
her share of these trials. Her queenly posi- 
tion among Churches has made her a mark 
for Satan’s special assaults. 

The Lutheran Church has been reproached 
with Rationalism, and the fostering of ration- 
alists. Nothing could be more unfair, or 
further from the truth. The Lutheran 
Church, like others, has suffered from Ration- 
alism. Unable to turn the German people 
from that Bible to which they owe so much, 
Satan instigated the attempt to explain away 
its mysteries, and to reduce its wonders to 
the limits of the ordinary and the natural. 
The experiment proved for a time only too 
successful. Numbers were ensnared, and 
carried away from the purity of the faith 
which Luther taught, and the Church main- 
tained. Rationalism gained many advocates 
in Germany. Semler, Morus, Koppe, Kich- 
horn, Steinbart, Henke, Gabler, Paulus, 
Spalding, and Teller, are names which, how- | 
ever celebrated in science, are remembered 
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by the friends of Jesus with heartfelt sorrow. 
These men, with many of their associates, 
pupils, and followers, were caught by the 
wave of skepticism, which Satan, in their 
day, rolled across the world with amazing 
power, producing Jacobin Revolutionism in 
France, Neology in Germany, Deism in Eng- 
land, and unnumbered loosenings in the re- 
ligious faith of men in all sections of Chris- 
tendom. Rationalism had its day, and many 
and bitter have been its fruits. 

It also crept into sections of the Lutheran 
Church, and did, in the last century, taint 
and lead astray many of its ministers and 
people. There is nothing to be gained by 
denying the truth. The Lutheran Church 
admits the fact, and mourns over it. But 
Rationalism is no part of herself. It was not 
Rationalism that Luther preached, or that his 
followers embraced from him, or that is in 
any way the legitimate fruit of what he 
taught. It is not Rationalism that speaks in 
our Confessions, or that marks the accepted 
writings of our great theologians. Melanc- 
thon was not a rationalist. Chemnitz, An- 
drea, Hutter, Hunnius, Gerhard, Calovius, 
Quenstedt, Baier, Hollaz, Arndt, Spener, and 
Bengel, were not rationalists. There is no 
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Rationalism in the Augsburg Confession, in 
the Catechism, in the Formula of Concord. 
Nay, one of the first principles of Ration- 
alism, is to repudiate and set aside all the 
official historical testimonies of the Church, 
and to declare itself free and unbound by 
the Church’s acknowledged faith and Con- 
fessions. Its most marked and constant 
manifestations were in direct antagonism to 
the old creed and formularies, and in at- 
tempts to make another version of the Bible, 
and other Liturgies, Catechisms, and Hymn- 
books, than those which the Church as such 
had authorized and approved. And with all 
the varied means adopted by Rationalism to 
support itself, and to further its acceptance, 
there is no instance in which it has ever re- 
ferred to the symbols, to Luther, or to the - 
Church theologians, as furnishing the least 
sanction to it in any particular, or in any di- 
rection. Whatever else it might plead, it 
could not claim the authority of the Church, 
or the sanction of anything she ever uttered 
in her creed or her cultus. It was what its 
name imports—a new theology, as much at 
war with the received faith and teachings of 
the Church, as with the literal words of the 
Bible itself. 
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But even in the days of the greatest vigor 
and bloom of Rationalism, there still re- 
mained strength and life enough successfully 
to combat it, and to cast it out. Its day 
was short. Its course was soon run. The 
faith which it so sadly obscured, it had not 
the power to destroy. With all its boasts, 
and with all the ponderous armor in which 
it clothed itself, it was not able to withstand 
the simple slingstone of David, picked up 
from the bed where ran the current of the 
Church’s true historic life. The battle has 
been fought; and, so far as the Lutheran 
Church is concerned, the champions of the 
new theology have been silenced, it is to 
hoped, forever. Nay, so far from deserving 
reproach for the mischiefs which she has suf- 
fered from Rationalism and unbelief, our 
Church can take to herself this addition to 
her varied honors and triumphs, that she has 
encountered this Goliath of Gath and slain 
him on the open field. Rationalism is now 
among her vanquished foes, whose armor 
hangs as trophies in her palace halls. 

And who are those that make and urge 
this accusation of Rationalism against the 
Lutheran Church? Let them look at home 
and see whether they are not thus condemn- 
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ing themselves also. Let English churchmen 
dispose of the bald infidelity put forth by 
their bishops, doctors, and essayists, and so 
prevalent in high places among them, before 
they undertake to reproach Lutherans with 
Neology. Let the descendants of Knox, and 
of the Puritan fathers, first put from them 
the subtle departures from the old faith 
which are overrunning Scotland, and the 
unitarianism and rationalistic speculations, 
and doctrinal corruptions which have welJ- 
nigh taken possession of New England, its 
pulpits, its colleges, and its presses, before 
they demand of us purgation in order to 
their favorable regard. Whatever reproach 
can justly be laid at our door we are willing 
to take, and will seek to profit by it; but, 
surely, it is reasonable and just, that we 
should require of those who would stone us, 
that they be pure themselves—that he who 
is to take the mote from our eye, shall not 
have a beam sticking in his own. The truth 
is, if Lutheranism is to be condemned _be- 
cause Rationalists have been found in her 
pulpits and universities, there is not a Church 
on earth which, by the same rule of judg- 
ment, will not be compelled to succumb. 


But there are other and more serious ac- 
12* 
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cusations against the Reformation and the 
Lutheran Church, now being urged, espe- 
cially by the Oxford Theologians, such as 
Newman, Ward, Pusey, and others, who, un- 
fortunately, have not taken the pains to read 
the authentic Lutheran statements on the 
subjects on which their condemnations are 
put forth. Very justly has Archdeacon Hare 
remarked, concerning this class of recusants, 
that “one comes every now and then to in- 
dications which would incline one to sup- 
pose that the Confession of Augsburg can 
never have been heard of by most of them. 
So pertinaciously do they draw their notions 
of what they term Lutheranism from Eng- 
lish writers of our so-called Evangelical 
School, ascribing the opinions which they 
find in those writers, in the gross to Luther, 
—or else from Romish polemics, from gossip 
picked up no matter how or where, from 
everything except its own genuine source, 
the symbolical books. Thus, by these per- 
versions and distortions, have the minds of 
our students been led astray and deluded 
into believing all manner of evil concerning 
the Reformation, and its authors, and the 
Churches that have sprung out of it; while 
a similar course of unjustifiable perversions, 
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and distortions, and suppressions, exercised 
upon an opposite class of facts, has beguiled 
many into looking with admiration, and love, 
and reverence upon Rome, nay, into lusting 
after the corruption from which the Reform- 
ers, through God’s appointment, delivered 
Use 

It is a lamentable fact, that fallen human 
nature is ever more ready to embrace and 
praise any system of salvation, however ab- 
surd or false, than that which God himself 
has ordained through faith in the merits of 
Ilis Son. Since the time that Paul first gave 
out the great doctrine of justification by 
faith only, the world in its pride has been 
assailing and slandering it. It was to the 
Jews a stumbling-block, and to the Greeks 
foolishness; and the offence of the cross has 
not yet ceased, and will not while human 
nature remains what it is. “The whole tribe 
of the children of this world,—those who 
are accustomed to act, and like to see the re- 
sults of their actions, deeming that this is 
man’s business upon earth, and that by this 
everything is to be effected,—and they on 
the other hand, whose main concern is to | 


* Vindication of Luther, p. 96. 
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heap up a pile, greater or less, of knowledge, 
who dote upon knowledge, and regard it as 
man’s highest province, without the con- 
viction of any intimate relation between 
knowledge and action,—the mere moralist, 
the dreamer and talker about human virtue, 
he who fancies that man has the springs of 
all power and goodness in himself, and he 
who looks upon him as a machine to be set 
and kept a going by continual impulses from 
without,—he who has no worthier notion of 
heaven than as an incentive and reward of 
abstinence from vice, and who values religion 
as a make-weight to turn the scale in the 
otherwise wavering balance of good and evil; 
all. these persons, as their minds are _fore- 
closed against the reception, and even against 
the intelligent apprehensions of spiritual re- 
ligion, and as they have no conception of 
faith, except as an act of the understanding, 
are surprised and offended when they are told 
that faith is the ground of our justification. 
‘How can it matter,’ say they, ‘what a man 
thinks or believes, provided he lives an hon- 
est and virtuous life. If they can modify 
the proposition by slipping in works, and as- 
serting that we are to be justified by faith 
and works conjointly, they may perhaps as- 
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sent to it, for then faith dwindles into an 
evanescent quantity, and works come for- 
ward as the Babel by which man is to mount 
into heaven. But when works are in any 
way excluded, when a person is strenuous in 
preaching with St. Paul, that man is not jus- 
tified by the works of the law, but by faith in 
Jesus Christ,—when this doctrine is incul- 
cated with the earnest reiteration which is 
requisite, not only on account of its primary 
vital importance, but also of its repugnance 
to human pride and self-sufficiency, he is sure 
to be charged with depreciating morality and 
making void the Law, by those who have 
lowered the key of religion, in order to bring 
it into accord with the voice of their own 
hearts and of the world; and it will be very 
difficult to convince them that the doctrine 
of justification by faith, when rightly taught, 
does not make void, but, as St. Paul says, 
Rom. 8: 31, establishes the Law. Hence, it 
is not to be wondered at that Luther, as he 
was sent to reproclaim St. Paul’s doctrine, 
which has been distorted for century after 
century by manifold sophistications, and 
which, practically, was almost forgotten and 
set aside, and often grossly outraged, by the 
teaching of the fallen Church, should have 
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been assailed by similar reproaches. The 
oblivion into which that doctrine had fallen, 
the mass of corruptions whereby it was over- 
laid and hidden, impressed him with the ne- 
cessity of setting it forth continually in its 
naked power; and though he also followed 
his great master and prototype in continually 
enforcing every moral duty, not indeed as the 
ground of justification, but as its fruit and 
evidence, yet, as they did not save St. Paul 
from such slanderous reports, neither did it 
avail to save Luther.”* 

The truth is, that the contest in which 
Luther engaged, is the contest between the 
salvation proposed by God, and that essayed 
by man. Itis the most momentous contest 
ever raised or waged on earth. And its issue 
is still pending. “Even in our days, the 
dark, terrible power which Luther assailed 
and cast down, has been lifting itself up in 
renewed vigor. Dagon has been set up again 
in the very presence of the ark of God.” 
And it is really in the interest of Rome, and 
of that infamous system which culminated in 
Tetzel’s sale of pardons for sins past and to 
come, that Newman, Ward, Pusey, and their 


* Hare’s Vindication, pp. 4, 5, 6. 
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kind, come forward with the assertions, that 
Lutheranism, as an abstract doctrine, cannot be 
held consistently even by the devils, and is worse 
and more at variance with our higher and better 
nature, than Atheism itself. 

The exact point at which this and such 
like virulent language is directed, is the Lu- 
theran and Pauline doctrine of justification 
by faith in the merits of Jesus Christ;—a 
doctrine which these writers first most shame- 
fully pervert, and then denounce in terms 
tenfold more outrageous than those which 
they recite in reproach and condemnation of 
Luther. It is a scandal to modern Christen- 
dom, and to the Church of England in par- 
ticular, that there should be occasion for re- 
plying to such vituperative accusations, from 
men so high in position in the Church of 
Great Britain. It would seem as if all the 
light and experiences of the last three hun- 
dred and fifty years, which have cost so many 
lives, such terrible conflicts, and such un- 
counted treasures, had been all in vain, either 
upon the minds of these writers, or upon the 
entire Protestant world. ‘The doctrine of 
justification by faith worse than Atheism ! 
too bad for devils! Then Protestant Christi- 
anity is rotten in its very heart! Then the 
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battle and triumph of the great Reformation 
was waged and won for a corrupting he! 
Then the gladdest and sincerest hopes in 
- which millions upon millions of God’s people 
have lived and died, have been mere empty 
dreams and ruinous delusion! Then St. Paul 
himself was an arch-heretic, and it would 
have been a blessing for the world if he had 
never lived, or living, had never been con- 
verted from his Judaism! Then all the in- 
famies of Rome, at which the best of the 
race have revolted with horror, and which 
the most enlarged sanctified intelligence for 
centuries has united in condemning as the 
legitimate fruit of dreadful apostasy from God 
and his true Gospel, are after all but slan- 
dered virtues, and sanctities most sacrilegi- 
ously wronged! Then the way of salvation 
has not yet been half understood in its most 
vital essence even by the best, and holiest, 
and most self-sacrificing children of God in all 
these modern ages! Nay, and mankind have 
need yet to go up to Oxford to obtain a 
knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus, such 
as shall have a consistency which so much as 
devils might venture to accept, and which 


would be any improvement on Atheism it- 
self! 
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Frankly do we confess that we have not so 
learned Christ. And a happy thing it was 
for Luther, and a blessed thing it is for Lu- 
therans and for mankind, that it has been 
given him and us to differ sky-wide from 
these Romanizing Oxfordians, if such a dif- 
ference is necessitated by the assertion and 
maintainance forever, and without compro- 
mise or equivocation, that 7 ts not by works; 
but by grace that we are saved, through fuith; 
and that not of ourselves, but by the gift of God. 
He who cannot accept this doctrine, we hold 
to be an enemy to the faith, and a radical per- 
vert. from the saving Gospel of our adorable 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. We glory in 
such an one’s censures, and would consider it 
a symptom that God was about to abandon 


us to the fate of the unredeemed, if such an © 


one should praise us. 

Those who wish to see the slanders of Hal- 
lam, Newman, Ward, Mill, and Hamilton, on 
this subject, handled in detail, their sophisms 
detected, their fallacies unravelled, their mis- 
statements stript of their disguises, their 
books and articles as related to these charges 
smashed to atoms, and their pitiable authors 
reduced to the last condition of nakedness 
and forlornness, can have their desire gratified 
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by the attentive perusal of a book, entitled 
“ Vindication of Luther against his recent Eng- 
lish assailants, second edition, by JULIUS 
Cuartes Hare, M. A., Rector of Herstmon- 
ceaux, Archdeacon of Lewes, Chaplain in 
ordinary to the Queen,” and published by 
Macmillan and Co., Cambridge, 1855. 

But whilst some condemn our Church for 
not, being Romanistic enough, there are 
others, almost as violent in their denuncia- 
tions of her as éoo Romish, and only half re- 
| formed. There are those who scent the old 
corruptions in nearly all her Articles, and 

condemn even her great Confession as not 
much more than a compromise between the 
Gospel of Jesus and the errors of popery. 
Now, of all the disabling assaults ever made 
upon the papal system, that of Luther was 
| the severest and most effectual. There were 
| none like it before, and there have been none 
_ like it since. Rome has never had an an- * 
tagonist so damaging to her, and with which — 
she is so ill prepared to grapple, as Luther- 
anism. This is the foe she has feared, and 
still fears, beyond all others. She has been 
| better able to deal with everything else that 
has come against her, than with this. And 
it is a great lesson of history, which it is 
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high time for Protestant Christians to learn, 
that, just as they have departed from the 
original Lutheran foundations, they have 
weakened themselves in the Romish contro- 
versy, and popery has been the gainer,—that, 
just. as they have taken issue with the dis- 
tinctive features of the Lutheran faith, they 
have thrown down the fences for relapses into 
Romanism on the one side, and heathenism 
and infidelity on the other. And yet, we 
are told, that, “Of all Protestants, the Lu- 
therans differ least from the Romish Church.”* 
- That the Lutheran Church, properly so 
called, has a controversy with Zwinglians, 
Arminians, and a host of isms which baptize 
themselves with the Protestant name, is cer- 
tainly the fact. With such Protestants as 
espouse only the negative side of the Refor- 
mation,—with such as regard it only as the 
first act’of emancipation from authority, pre- 
luding an ideal elysium, in which every one 
is free to do as he pleases, and think as he 
likes,—of course the Lutheran Church is 
largely at issue, and in duty to God and truth 
must ever be. A man may be a thorough 
anti-papist, and yet be very thoroughly anti- 


* Buck’s Theol. Dict., Art. Lutheranism. 
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christian. Mere negations will not avail in 
the great matters of faith and salvation. 
The Protestantism of the Lutheran Church, 
is not a mere denial of the right of govern- 
ments, popes, and priests, to interfere with 
the conscience; but the assertion of another 
and higher authority, to which all men are | 
bound to the very jot and tittle of what is | 
written, with no allowance for egotistic va- 
riations, be they attempted by pope, priest, 
or people. Arraying itself against tyranny 
on the one hand, it does not stop there, and 
give loose to licentiousness -on the other. 
The Church is a historic body, which can- 
not be made to appear and disappear at 
the will of man. It is Christ himself lived 
into the continuous history of the world. 
And this historic Divine continuity of the 
Church necessitates respect for its ever- 
evolving life, and acquiescence, under the su- 
preme law of Scripture, with the current of 
its being, both as to faith and fellowship. 
Heresy, sectarianism, and schism are real 
sins. ‘The Scriptures nowhere authorize us 
to undertake the making of a new Church. 
The Church is already made, and has been 
made from the beginning, and has come down 
‘ to us through all the Christian centuries, with- 
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out the intervention of an instant in which it 
did not exist. It existed under popery, as truly 
as it existed before popery, or where popery 
has never been. And as long and wher- 
ever it has existed, it has always carried with 
it its own Divine and unchangeable nature, 
to which all men are bound on pain of exclu- 
sion from the privileges and hopes with which 
God has endowed it. And in rejecting the 
abominations and corruptions of popery, by 
which the Church of Christ has been so sadly 
overlaid, we have need to be exceedingly 
cautious, lest we reject also the body of 
Christ, and fly into the face of obligations 
which no man can rupture and be saved. 
The difference between Lutheranism and 
Romanism is this, that the one conditions re- 
lationship to the Church, by traditions and 
deliverances of the Church itself; the other 
makes the Holy Scriptures alone the supreme 
law by which relationship to the Church, and 
all teachings and works in the Church, must 
be decided and conditioned. And the differ- 
ence between Lutheranism and that radical 
Protestantism which she disowns, 1s, that that 
takes its position as it were outside of the 
Church, and without regard to the unbroken 
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and indivisible continuity of the body of 
Christ, as though its mission were to com- 
mence a new edifice, new first to be con- 
structed out of what it finds commanded in 
‘ the Scriptures; whilst Lutheranism takes its 
position with and in the Church, as an edifice 
already commenced by the Lord himself, and 
in which we are to work and worship accord- 
ing to God’s own Word and appointments, 
bound to eschew, indeed, whatsoever is in- 
consistent with that Word, but in everything 
else at full liberty to conform or not, as indi- 
vidual Churches in their freedom may agree. 
Radical Protestantism is thus ever laying 
new foundations,—ever learning, but never 
able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
Lutheranism lays no new foundations, but 
takes those long laid already, and on which 
the children of the Kingdom have been build- 
ing through all ages, joins with them as co- 
laborers in the same service, under the same 
great Master, acknowledges them even where 
she knows and sees that their materials were 
faulty, and their work unsound and prejudi- 
cial, and rallies men for better duty under the 
new fresh impulses of a clearer and fuller un- 
derstanding of the binding Word and will of 
the sublime Lord of the edifice, vouchsafed by 
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His own blessed interference in what we call 
the Reformation. 

If this is differing least from the Romish 
Church, of all Protestants, it is a sort of dif 
fering which has accomplished more for the 
success of the pure truth as it is in Jesus, 
and more to undo the mischiefs of papal 
_ errors, than all other Protestant efforts put to- 
gether. Nay, it is a sort of differing to which 
Protestantism and the Protestant Churches 
owe their very existence—a, sort of differing, 
without which, and without such a body as 
the Lutheran Church to maintain it, Protest- 
antism itself would soon swamp in the mire 
of an infidel or papal anti-christianism,—two 
things much more closely allied than is gen- 
erally supposed. 


Chapter Fifteenth. 


FALSE ACCUSATIONS CONTINUED. 


N addition to these unjust accusa- 
tions, there are others of a more 
specious sort, which also deserve 
notice. 

It is charged, of late years, and only of late 
years, that the Lutheran symbols approve the 
Romish Mass, and its superstitious ceremo- 
nies. Noone pretends that any Lutheran has 
ever, anywhere, celebrated a Romish Mass, 
or that Romish Masses ever had place in the 
services of the Lutheran Churches. This of 
itself ought to be sufficient to prove, that 
nothing in our confessional books can be 
legitimately construed into approval of such 
unchristian displays. . 

It is also manifest, that nothing in the 
Romish system was more severely assailed 
and condemned by Luther than the Romish 
Mass. “The Mass of the Papists, which 
they call a sacrifice,” says he, “is an idolatry, 
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and a shameful abuse of the holy Sacrament. 
.... The holding of Mass as a sacrifice, 
by the smeared and sheared priests, as is 
now the usage, is nothing else than blasphemy 
of Christ, and renunciation of Him, an abro- | 
: | gation and taking away of His priesthood and 
4 | of Hiswhole law. .... It is.clear on what 
foundation the whole kingdom of the priests 
is based and built, namely, on holding Mass 
_ —that is, on the basest idolatry on earth, on 
shameful lies, on the perverted Godless abuse of 
the sacrament, and on an infidelity worse than 
that of the heathen.”* ‘The priests who hold 
Mass must avoid every word in the canon 
and collects which sounds like sacrifice. For | 
this is not a matter in which we are free to 
By. doit or omit it at will; but 2 must be abol- 
3 ished, I care not who is offended at it.”+ 
Neudecker, in his “ Universal Lexicon,” says, 
‘‘When the Reformers, especially Luther and 
: Melancthon, commenced the work of Ref- 
ormation, their first activity was directed to 
the abrogation of the Mass of the Catholic 
| church, as an ecclesiastical usage which | 
rested on no Biblical basis, but exclusively / 


* On the Abuse of the Mass, written 1521. 
| + On Receiving the Sacrament in both kinds, 1522, 
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on arbitrary statutes and superstitious no- 
tions.”* 

It is true, that the word Mass occurs in 
the Augsburg Confession, where it is said: 
‘Our Churches are wrongfully accused with 
having abolished the Mass; for it is well 
known that the Mass is celebrated among us 
with greater devotion and seriousness than 
by our adversaries. The people also are 
frequently instructed with great diligence 
concerning the holy Sacrament, whereunto it 
has been constituted, and in what manner it 
is to be used; to wit, for the consolation of 
distressed consciences, + &c. But it is quite 
evident from the existence of the accusation 
to which the Confessors here reply, as well 
as from the whole character of their de- 
scription, that it 1s not the Romish Mass, but 
simply the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, to 
which they refer as retained. The word 
Missa, or Mass, was then the common name 
for the Lord’s Supper. Luther says, “ The 
Mass, is twofold. As we use the word, it is 
the Sacrament itself, with the words of the 
promise.”{ “We regard it (the Mass) as a 


* Art. Messe. Quoted in Evang. Rey. xii, 277. 
+ Art. 24, on Abuses. 


} Reply to Henry VIII, written 1522. 
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Sacrament or testament; as the Benediction, to 
use a Latin term; as the Eucharist, to employ 
a Greek one; or, we will call it The Table of 
the Lord, or The Lord’s Supper, or The Com- 
memoration of the Lord, or the Communion, 
or by any other Christian name that pleases 
us: only so that no man calls it a Sacrifice or 
work.”* 

Melancthon, the author of the Augsburg 
Confession, states, that he uses the words 
Mass and the Lord’s Supper as convertible 
terms: “The Mass, as they call it, or, with 
the Apostle Paul, to speak more accurately, 
the celebration of the Lord’s Supper,” &c.; The 
Evangelical Princes, in their protest at the 
Diet of Spire, April 19th, 1529, say, “ Our 
preachers and teachers have attacked and utterly 
confuted the popish Mass, with holy, invincible, 
sure Scripture, and in its place raised up again 
the precious, priceless SUPPER OF OUR DEAR 
Lorp AND Saviour JESUS CuRIsT, which 1s 
called tar EvancevicaAL Mass. This is the 
only Mass founded in the Scriptures of God, 
in accordance with the plain and incontesta- 


* Mode of holding Mass, and of going to the Lord’s Table, 


written in 1523. 
+ Letters of Advice to Philip of Hesse, written 1526. 
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ble institution of the Saviour.”* Carpzov 
says, “The Sacrament is called the Supper of 
the Lord—Sacrament of the altar; it is also 
called Mass, WITHOUT RESPECT TO THE CANON OF 
THE MASS.”+ Buddeus says, “The word Mass 
remains, which, in the Romish Church espe- 
cially, is customarily used to designate the 
holy Eucharist. . . . . The word Mass, WHEN 
IT DENOTES THE EUCHARIST ITSELF, or the holy 
Supper, as tt tis administered in accordance 
with the institution of Christ the Saviour, we 
do not repudiate.”{ And the assembly of 
Princes and divines held at Neuburg, in the 
year 1561, among whom were two of the 
original signers of the Augsburg Confession, 
solemnly set forth, that “by the the word 


* Walch’s Luthers Schriften, xvi, 396seq. + Isagoge, 1390. 

{ Institut. Theol. Dogmat. (Lipsix, 1724), pp. 1079, 1080. 
Dr. Waterland says, ‘‘ There is one name more of the Holy 
Communion, a Latin name, and proper to the Western 
Churehes. It is the name Mass, in Latin, Missa; originally 
importing nothing more than the dismission of a Church as- 
sembly. By degrees it came to be used for an assembly, and for 
Church service: so easily do words shift their sense, and adopt 
new ideas. From signifying Church service in general, it 
came at length to denote the communion service in particular, 
and so that most emphatically came to be called the Mass. St. 
Ambrose is reasonably supposed to be the earliest writer now 
extant, who mentions Mass in that emphatical sense. So much 
for the ancient names of the Sacrament.’”’ Works, Oxford Ed., 
iv, p. 490. 
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Mass” they “understand the administration 
of the Supper, and that, from the bottom of 
their hearts, they do detest the Romish Mass.” 
They also furthermore declare, “ Seeing it is 
manifest that the ceremonies in the Roman 
Liturgy are partly in themselves unprofitable, 
partly tending rather to an ambitious show 
and pomp than to edification, partly ridicu- 
lous, and partly either in themselves super- 
stitious, or else ready to be turned into super 
stition; therefore, the most of them, or in 
manner ALL, WE HAVE IN EVERY PLACE UTTERLY 
SWEPT AWAY.”* 
The Mass, therefore, which the Confession 
approves, and which Lutherans receive and 
‘retain, is, in the language of the Confession 
itself, ‘The Sacrament”—not “‘a mass where- 
in an oblation should be made for daily 
sins, both mortal and venial’”—‘no private 
masses,” for they are “laid aside among us,’ — 
not ‘“‘those abuses which were so evident that 
they could no longer be tolerated,’—not “the 
mass to take away the sins of the quick and 
the dead by virtue of the work done,”—not 
“particular masses for particular men,’—but 
‘the Mass which is a communion of the Sucra- 


* Hall’s Harmony of Confessions, p. 389. 
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ment,’—‘“ one common Mass,” “the Mass 
which hath the example of the Church, out 
of the Scripture, and the Fathers ;”—or, as 
expressed in another reading of the same Arti- 
cle, “the Supper of the Lord,’—not “the mass 
in which the priest doth offer a sacrifice for 
the quick and the dead,” for “it is the duty 
of all the godly, with most fervent prayers 
to crave at God’s hand, that the Church 
might be delivered from these foul enormi- 
ties,’—‘ but one common Mass, appointed ac- 
cording to the institution of Christ, wherein 
the pastors of the Churches do consecrate for 
themselves, and give unto others, the Sacra- 
ment of the body and blood of Christ,’— 
“the Communion,” to which also “ godly ser- 
mons, according as Christ commanded, are 
conjoined.” ‘ This kind of use of the Sacra- 
ment is holy, and to be taught in the 
Churches, as that which doth give light unto 
the doctrine of faith, and of spiritual exer- 
cises, and of true worship, and bringeth unto 
the consciences of the godly very great com- 
fort and strength of faith, quite different from 
what the Church hath been taught before these 
days.” . 

Well, therefore, may the Confessors add, 
“ By all this that hath been said, it is clear 
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that the Mass that is in use amonyst us, doth 
agree with the institution of Christ, and,the 
manner of the primitive Church. And, be- 
sides, it doth notably lay open the true use 
of the, Sacrament. (iy. (. «.. Seeing, therefore, 
that the rite and manner of the Mass, used 
with us, hath authority out of Scripture, and 
example from the ancient Church, and that 
we have only rejected certain intolerable abuses, 
we hope that the use of our Churches cannot 
be misliked.” 

And in the face of all this, for any one, 
above all any professed Lutheran, to under- 
take to taint the memory of our Confessors, 
to whom we owe all our Protestant light and 
privileges, with the reproach. of favoring and 
conniving at those Romish abominations 
which constituted the heart and centre of 
that against which all their great, trying and 
heroic labors from first to last were directed, 
is a thing as graceless, as cruel, as unchris- 
tian, and as shameful an outrage upon the 
truth, as the Romish celebration of masses 
for the dead. 

It has been further alleged against our 
Confessions, that they indorse the absurd 
papistical doctrines concerning the Lord's 
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Supper. But the authors of such slanders 
must be either utterly ignorant of the con- 
tents of our confessional books, or utterly 
destitute of a proper sense of justice toward 
the truth. There is no foundation for the 
charge, as five minutes’ examination of the 
proper authorities will show. 

The Romanists look upon the Lord’s Sup- 
per as an offering, or sacrifice—as a meritori- 
ous thing which, by the mere ceremony of its 
celebration, cancels guilt, takes away the 
punishment of sin, and even lifts departed 
souls out of the pains of purgatory. But 
this the Augsburg Confession pronounces a 
“monstrous and impious opinion” —*< gross, 
and far from all reason ”»—“ without warrant 
of Scripture, yea guite contrary to Scripture” 
—and “to be condemned as new and wun- 
godly.”* The Apology, pronounces it “Phar- 
isaic or Pagan hypocrisy,” “opposed to faith 
and the doctrine of Christ”—an “error de- 
vised by ignorant and wicked monks, who 
are utter strangers to the Gospel, to Christ, 
and to faith.’ And the Formula of Concord 
says, “ We unanimously reject and condemn, 


* Article 24, on Abuses, Hall’s Harmony of Confessions. 
+ Of the Mass, and the nature of Sacrifice. 
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the papistical sacrifice of the mass, offered up 
for the sins of the living and the dead.”* 

Romanists also teach and believe, that the 
word of the officiating priest transubstantiates 
the bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper, so 
as to be no longer bread and wine,—that the 
bread loses its character of bread, and is 
changed into the substance of Christ’s body, 
and that the wine loses its character of wine, 
and is changed into Christ’s physical blood, 
in such sense as that we are to bow before 
them and worship them as Christ. But our 
Confessors say, “we unanimously reject and 
condemn, the papistical transubstantiation, that 
is, the doctrine the papists teach, that bread 
and wine, in the Lord’s Supper, lose their 
substance and natural essence or character, 
and thus are annihilated; and that these ele- 
ments are in such manner changed into the 
body of Christ that only the external form 
remains. + 

The Romanists also believe and teach, that 
in receiving the Lord’s Supper, the communi- 
cant physically receives, masticates, digests, 
and appropriates the literal and tangible flesh 
and blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. But 


* Epitome, Art. 7. 
+ Formula of Concord, Epitome, Art. 7. 
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our Confessors say, “ We utterly deny the eat- 
ing of the body of Christ in the sense in which 
the people of Oupernaum conceived of wt, John 
5 : 52-59, which the Sacramentarians, against 
the testimony of their own consciences, and 
after all our manifold protestations, ma- 
liciously assign to us, for the purpose of 
bringing odium on our doctrine among their 
hearers, as though we taught that Christ’s 
flesh is torn in pieces with the teeth, and di- 
gested like other food. On the contrary, we 
hold and believe, according to the express 
words of the testament of Christ, a true, yet 
SUPERNATURAL eating of the body of Christ, as 
also such a drinking of his blood ;—an eating 
and drinking which the human senses or reason 
cannot comprehend.”* 

Romanists also believe and teach, that the 
offering of the sacrifice which they take the 
Lord’s Supper to be, is meritorious, and avail- 
ing to the forgiveness and recovery from guilt. 
and punishment, even for any one in whose 
behalf it is celebrated, whether present or 
absent, living or dead, comprehending the 
nature of the service or not. But our Apol- 
ogy says, “ We hold, that the Eucharist or 
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Mass does not confer grace ex opere operato—by 
virtue of the act itself,—and that the Mass 
performed for others does not merit for them 
remission of sins, punishment, and. guilt.” 
“The whole Scripture abounds with passages 
showing that no sacrifice and no work, ex 
opere operato, reconciles to God.” “ Where 
no special faith and life are produced by the 
Holy Spirit, no opus operatum can justify or 
save us.” “ The Sacrament benefits neither the 
living nor the dead without faith.”* And the 
Augsburg Confession declares it “an abomina- 
ble error, that Christ our Lord by his death 
has atoned for original sin only, and that He 
has instituted the Mass as a propitiation for 
other sins.”*+ : 

Romanists also teach, that it is not for any 
but the priests to partake of the cup in the 
Ioly Supper. But our great Confession says, 
“Among us, both elements in the Eucharist are 
administered to the laity, because this is the 
clear command and precept of Christ.” The 
Apology declares, “It is undoubtedly divine 
and right, and in conformity with the com- 
mand of Christ and the words of Paul, to 
use both elements in the Lord’s Supper; for 


* Of the Mass, and the Nature of Sacrifice. 
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Christ instituted both elements, not only for 
a part of the Church, but for the whole.’* 
And the Formula of Concord rejects and con- 
demns it as “sacrilegious,” to give only one 
part of the Sacrament to the laity, and, con- 
trary to the command of Christ, to withhold 
the cup.f 

Again, according to the doctrine of the 
Romanists, the priest may celebrate the 
Lord’s Supper by himself, and be regarded 
as doing a very efficacious work for others. 
But this our Confessors pronounce “a human 
presumption, uncertain and unnecessary, as 
well as forbidden;’ and further say, “It 
would not be right, even if all else were un- 
exceptionable, for one to use the Sacrament 
according to his own caprice, and apart from 
the communion of the Church.”{ 

Utterly false and slanderous, therefore, is 
the charge, that our doctrine of the Sacra- 
ment is the same that the papists hold. We 
do, indeed, believe and teach, in accordance 
with the plain words of the Almighty Jesus 
when He instituted the Supper, that He does 
therein, in some mysterious, heavenly and 


* Of both Elements in the Lord’s Supper. 
t Epitome, of the Lord’s Supper. 
t Smalcald Articles, 2, of the Mass. 
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inscrutable manner, impart his broken body 
and shed blood for the nurture of our life in 
Him. We do, indeed, believe and teach, 
with the plain words of the Apostle Paul, 
that “the cup of blessing which we bless, is 
the communion of the blood of Christ ;” and 
that “the bread which we break, is the com- 
munion of the body of Christ.’ We do, in- 
deed, believe and teach, with the plain letter 
of God’s word, that “‘whosoever shall eat this 
bread and drink this cup unworthily, shall 
be guilty of (or with respect to) the body and 
blood of the Lord,” and “eateth and drinketh 
judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord’s 
body.” But to identify this with the absurd 
and unchristian dogma of transubstantiation, 
and priestly oblation for sin, with which pa- 
pists support and carry on their idolatry, is 
to be as oblivious to the truth as the blind 
child of Romish superstition who hopes for 
heaven through the adoration of the wafer 
the priest drops upon his tongue. 

It has also been charged, that the Lu- 
theran Church assigns to her ministers the 
power to forgive sins, after the manner of the 
Romish confessional. But this too is basely 
false, Christ has made known His own di- 
vine ordinances on this subject. He assures 
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us that He has His ministers upon earth, 
with whom He is “always, even unto the end 
of the world.” He hath also given to them 
particular and special instructions concerning 
their high and holy office. He hath said to 
them, ‘As the Father hath sent me, even so 
send I you.” ‘He that heareth you heareth 
me.” Luke 10:16. He also hath breathed 
upon them His Holy Spirit, saying, “Receive 
ye the Holy Ghost : whosesoever sins ye re- 
mit, they are remitted unto them; and whose 
soever sins ye retain, they are retained.” 
John 20:22, 23. “Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the Gospel to every creature. 
He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved; but he that believeth not shall be 
damned.” Mark 16 : 15, 16. ‘Upon this 
rock I will build my Church; and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it. And I 
will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind 
on earth shall be bound in heaven: and 
whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven.” Matt. 16 : 18, 19. 

These are great, solemn, precious words. 
They dare not be explained away, or put 
aside as meaningless. They have in them a 
weighty significance corresponding with the | 
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dignity of their Author, and the solemnity 
with which they were given. And out of 
them arises what is known in ecclesiastical 
terminology as The Power of the Keys. This 
power the papists most wickedly pervert, 
misapply, and abuse. They have made it 
the basis of all the impious assumptions and 
usurpations, by which the Pope in the Vati- 
can, the bishops in their sees, and the priests 
m their confessionals, oppressed, enslaved 
and overwhelmed the Church. And to re- 
duce this power to its true evangelical sim- 
plicity, spiritual proportions, and intended 
use, was a chief part of the battle which our 
Confessors fought. It is not outward worldly 
power and dominion that the Saviour thus 
meant to confer; nor yet a spiritual or ec- 
clesiastical domination; nor yet a power 
which any one may exercise at his own ca- 
price ; but, as our Confessors repeatedly and 
most distinctly declare, it is a power “exer- 
cised and carried into effect alone by the doc- 
trine and preaching of the Word of God, and 
by the administration of the Sacraments, either 
to many jointly, or to a few persons, accord- 
ing as they may be called. For by this means 
are conferred, not temporal, but eternal bless- 
ings and treasures ; such as everlasting right- 
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eousness, the Holy Spirit, and eternal life. 
These blessings cannot be obtained otherwise 
than by the office of the ministry, and by the 
administration of the Holy Sacraments.’ 

It is agreed, that there is no salvation, or 
forgiveness of sins, save in the Gospel of 
Christ. But that Gospel cannot avail for 
any one except it be conveyed and applied 
by the office of preaching, and the adminis- 
tration of the Sacraments. It is a glorious 
truth, that “whosoever shall call upon the 
name of the Lord shall be saved.” But the 
same Apostle who records it immediately 
adds: ‘ How then shall they call on Him in 
whom they have not believed? and how 
shall they believe in Him of whom tbey 
have not heard? and how shall they hear 
WITHOUT A PREACHER?” Rom. 10 : 13-15. 
Kven the saving Gospel itself is nothing to us, 
apart from an office to declare and apply it. 
God himself has so constituted things, that 
forgiveness and salvation in Christ Jesus can 
only be conveyed and applied to men by 
means of the written, spoken, or sacramental 
WworD, the articulation of which necessitates a 
ministerial office. 


* Augsburg Confession, Article 28. 
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God has thus linked the impartation of 
His forgiveness and salvation with the exer- 
cise of ministerial functions. Where, in all 
the earth, is there a Christian, who has never 
received the Word or Sacraments of Christ? 
And where, in all the earth, is there a man 
who has ever received the Word and Sacra- 
ments of Christ except through some minis- 
ter of Christ? Since man fell, and the world 
by its wisdom knew not God, in every age 
and dispensation, “it pleased God By THE 
FOOLISHNESS OF PREACHING to save them that 
believe,” 1 Cor. 1:21; and in no other way. 
The Gospel may be preached by the living 
voice, by the written page, by the public ser- 
mon, by the private interview, by the visi- 
ble Sacraments. When articulated in all the 
fulness of method for which God has ar- 
ranged, it is by all these conjointly. But, in 
every one of them, a living ministry is pre- 
supposed and indispensable. If ever any one 
is to obtain Gospel absolution, the word of 
that absolution must be ministerially con- 
veyed to him. If he gets it from the New 
Testament direct, then the Apostles and 
Evangelists are the ministers who speak it to 
him. If he gets it through the reading of 
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some uninspired book, then the writer of 
that book is the minister who speaks it to 
him. If he gets it through intercourse with 
some pious friend, then that friend is the 
minister who speaks it to him. If he gets it, 
where it is more generally obtained, that is, 
through the officers specially charged with 
the work of preaching the Gospel, it is still 
the minister who speaks it to him. And if 
it is through the Sacrament that he obtains 
it, that Sacrament does not administer itself, 
but is administered by some one who im that. 
act fulfils the office of a living minister, and 
whose absence would render the reception of 
that absolution, then, there, and in that or- 
dinance, impossible. 

In this sense, therefore, our Confessors 
teach, and all true Lutherans hold, that the 
forgiveness of sins, or the reception of the 
precious benefits of the Gospel of Christ, is 
unchangeably conjoined with, and insepara- 
ble from, the word and function of the min- 
isterial office, be it exercised by whom it 
may; and that Christ has so ordained, not 
only in His word, but also in the nature and 
necessities of the case. And this Power of the 
Keys, whatever ignorant and inconsiderate 
people may have to say against it, and terri- 
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bly as it has been prostituted and abused to 
the worst tyranny and corruption that has 
ever disgraced the earth, is unquestionably 
an institution and ordinance of Jesus Christ, 
which enters into the very life and essential 
essence of the economy of salvation. Even 
those who are staggered at it, if they have 
anything of true faith and hope in them, 
are indebted for that faith and hope to its 
exercise, by somebody, somewhere, at some 
time; for otherwise they never could, by any 
possibility, have come to those spiritual treas- 
ures, or had them imparted to their souls. 
This sacred power and function is not ex- 
clusively or entirely confined to the public 
minister. It is indeed combined and centred 
in him to a degree of intensity which is not 
found in a mere private individual; but our 
Confessors are particular to state, that it is 
“an office and power or THE CuuRCcH” taken 
as a whole;—“that the keys belong and 
were given not to one person only, but to 
the whole Church ;’—that “this office of the 
ministry is not confined to any particular 
place or person, as the Levitical office under 
the Law was, but is dispersed throughout the 
world, and is wherever God has bestowed 
His gifts, and sent His Apostles, Prophets, 


pastors, teachers, &c.”* Each Christian has 
a share in it, and is called of God to exercise 
it according to his sphere and gifts. Itis the 
common office and function of the congrega- 
tion in general, which, however, for greater 
| efficiency and power, by Christ’s own appoint- 
| ment, is also more particularly concentrated 
upon some individual member, or members, 
who are officially recognized as its special 
organs, under special charge of the Lord, to 
| exercise it in the name of Christ and His 
| whole Church. 

Under Christ, therefore, and forever bound 
to His written Word and His living Church, 
it is the peculiar charge and function of the 
public minister of the Gospel to announce 
and impart the word of forgiveness of sins 
through Jesus’ blood, by the faithful preach- 
ing of that Gospel, whether in the public 
discourse or in the private interview, and in 
| the administration of the Holy Sacraments ; 
| and by this office and function to release peni- 
| tent souls from the penalties and punishments 
of sins, making them participants in the glori- 
ous salvation of God. And he who calls this 
| popery, not only has yet to learn what popery 
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is, but has not mastered the first “principles 
of the doctrine of Christ.” 

Tt is also a little remarkable, that those 
who so much object to this doctrine of the 
Keys, yet manifest no compunctions in ap- 
propriating to themselves the most startling 
language in which it is expressed. They 
talk very freely about carrying the Gospel to 
the heathen, to deliver them from the bonds 
of their idolatries, sins and darkness. Yet 
this implies and asserts, that it is the office 
and function of the Church’s official servants to 
convey and impart absolution and salvation. 
Otherwise, how can missionaries impart de- 
liverance and life to the heathen? These 
people, when administering the Sacrament 
of Baptism, do not hesitate to bring their 
own persons into the service. They do not 
say “the Church baptizes thee,” or “Christ 
baptizes thee,” but they say “ I baptize thee,” 
&c., thus making themselves the imparters of 
what, in its true Scriptural conception, “ ef- 
fects forgiveness of sins, delivers from death 
and the devil, and gives everlasting salvation 
to them that believe.”” They also speak of 
converting and saving men by the preaching 
of the Gospel, and consider themselves very 
evangelical in the use of such language. But, 
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if there is any meaning in it, it locates in the 
exercise of the ministerial functions the im- 
partation of those graces and benefits which 
are included in conversion and a state of 
salvation, and whatever agency of the Holy 
Spirit may be supposed to attend it. And 
hence, when these people stumble at such 
statements of our Confessors, as that “we 
must believe the voice of the Gospel, which 
is dispensed to us in absolution by the minis- 
try of the Church, no otherwise than as a 
voice sounding from heaven,” they do but 
stultify themselves, and question an indubita- 
ble necessity of the case, as well as the very 
Gospel itself. 

What is the Gospel, but a word of absolu- 
tion from beginning to end? What is the 
preaching of the Gospel, but the giving out 
of that word of absolution unto men? And 
if the hearers of it are not to believe those 
articulations of it to be the utterances of God, 
as really as if they came direct from His 
throne, how can they become believers, or 
ever know that there is forgiveness for them, 
or that they are entitled to consider them- 
selves pardoned? The truth is, there is 
neither pardon, nor salvation, but that which 
is articulated and delivered unto men through 
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the ministerial servants of Christ; and he 
who will not take it from them as from God, 
can never have it. Thus “the Keys of the 
Kingdom of Heaven”—the binding and loos- 
ing power which gives or withholds salva- 
tion, let men say what they will, is the of 
ficial word of Christ's minister; and if we do 
not obtain remission and an unlocking of the 
bonds of our guilt through that word, there 
is no absolution or salvation for us. Nor can 
that absolution be more out of place, or less 
efficacious as the true absolution of Christ, 
when spoken in private to an individual, 
than when uttered, as is more usual, to the 
assembled congregation. 

So much our Confessions teach, and it is 
the solid and immutable truth of God. 

It has been still further alleged, to the dis- 
credit of our confessional books, that they at- 
tach a superstitious value to the Holy Sacra- 
ments. They do, indeed, teach, that, co-or- 
dinately with the Word, and encompassed 
and pervaded by it, the blessed Lord has ap- 
pointed for the observance of His Church, 
two great rites, which we by eminence call 
the Sacraments; that these Sacraments, by 
virtue of His appointment, are of essential 
importance to complete Christian character 
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and life; that they have connected with 
them, by his ordinance, an intrinsic virtue 
and promise to all such as observe them in 
true faith; and that they are real means of 
grace to such as receive and use them accord- 
ing to their intent and meaning. Viewed as 
mere ceremonies, Baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper are empty and profitless rites. The 
one does not wash, and the other does not 
nourish. But as His own appointed means 
of signifying His favor, and of bringing into 
communion with Himself and His kingdom, 
they are most deeply connected with our sal- 
vation, and cannot be neglected without peril 
to our souls. Of course it requires faith and 
right instruction to be able to take out of 
them all the precious treasures which they 
bring to us; but positive grace is in them, 
and is by them offered, however abused or 
misused by our unbelief and ignorance. As 
the one, rightly received, is birth into the 
realm of grace, so the other rightly received, 
is nurture, strength, and comfort in the im- 
munities of that realm, whose high privileges 
are, the forgiveness of sins, renewal in Christ, 
and everlasting life. Our Confessions teach 
no more than this, and the plain Word of God 
will not permit us to be satisfied with less. 
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And if any still object, we care not to answer 
them, for they understand neither the Gospel 
nor themselves. There were people, who 
thought they were very wise and good, who 
condemned the Son of God as a blasphemer 
and a heretic; but that did not make Him 
so. Christ is Christ, however reviled or mis- 
judged; and His appointments and ordi- 


‘nances remain the same, and forever immuta- 


ble, however men may undervalue and cavil 
at them. 
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Chapter Sixteenth. 


CATHOLICITY OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH. 


> ATHOLICITY is an attractive thing, 
jNS| but sadly misunderstood. It has de- 
Y7-\ luded many to Rome on the one 
~ hand, and to a creedless liberalism 
on the other. True Catholicism has nothing 
in common with any such disastrous aberra- 
tions. 

There are those, in our day, who boast 
their superior Catholicity in refusing to lay 
stress on anything but what can plead the 
adage, quod semper, quod ubique, quod ab 
omnibus. What the few may hold against 
the many, or sect against sect,—and what 
may be at all the subject of dispute among 
those considered orthodox in general rudi- 
mental points,—these people ignore, set aside 
and refuse to take into account, as narrow, 
worthless, and gendering to evil. They cul- 
tivate the supposed grace of feeling alike to- 
ward all parties, and of being equally at 
home with either. This they call Catholi- 
city. But they pervert a noble term, and by 
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it seek to gild a very ignoble thing. Catholi- 
city is not a matter to be determined by ma- 
jorities. It is not to be found in that 
shrunken and barren territory which lies 
within the circle of what all kinds accept in 
common. It is not that emasculate article 
which glories in being equally harmonious 
with all sides, however hostile or antagonis- 
tic. Itis rather Athanasius contra mundum, 
than that vapid sentimentalism which is the 
friend of all parties, only so they baptize 
themselves with the name of Christ. Truth 
is Catholic,—genuinely so,—but truth has no 
compromises to make with ignorance, and no 
favor or sympathy to bestow upon falsehood, 
however plausible its pretexts, or in what- 
ever details or particulars existing. Genuine 
Catholicity is something which assures itself 
of God’s positive truth and commands, and 
then as positively asserts them to all the 
world, and holds them forever, and claims 
for them the obedience of all men. Where 
God binds, it binds. Where God has left 
things free, it leaves free. It neither con- 
demns what is not of itself because it may 
not have sprung from this or that particu- 
lar source, nor yet accepts or allows what is 
contrary to the written Word because it may 
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make friends or gain applause. It acknowl 
edges whatever is of God wherever it finds 
it, whether in Rome or Geneva, and cheer- 
fully avails itself of all lawful means avail- 
able for its help; but it spares neither friend 
nor foe, Peter nor Caiaphas, when to do so 
would in any way bind or compromit the 
manifest and positive truth of Jesus Christ. 
It is like the sea, which welcomes to its vast 
embraces all kindred waters, and gives out 
again unceasingly, without stint or discrimi- 
nation, for the refreshment of the universal 
world; but it never contracts its boundaries 
to accommodate the clouds, or gives over its 
dignity to please the shore, or intermits the 
majestic pulsations which it derives from’ the 
heavens for anything that earth can offer. 
Such was the Catholicity of Paul, whom 
Judaism could not hold, and whom the im- 
perial power of Caesar could not silence; who 
lifted up the cross of Christ above all the 
friendships, ties, interests and dominions of 
the earth, and thundered his anathemas 
against man or angel who should put forth 
any other Gospel than that which he had 
preached; and who yet, when no sacrifices 
of the truth were implicated, was as gentle, 
pliant, and loving as a child,—willing to be- 
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come all things to all men, if by any means 
he might bring them to the one only salva- 
tion in Christ Jesus. Such was also the 
Catholicity of Luther. And such is the 
Catholicity of the Lutheran Church. 

We do not claim for our Church infallibil- 
ity. As all men are imperfect and liable to 
err, so there is no community or class of 
men on earth without the same liability. 
The Romish dogma on this subject is a pre- 
sumptuous invention of human folly. But, 
because men are fallible, or because we are | 
liable to err, it does not follow that we have 
erred. All the angels were fallible, but not 
all of them fell. Our Church may therefore | 
be liable to mistake the truth, but it is not 
thence to be inferred that she has mistaken 
it. Our claim is, that, while partaking of 
the common infirmities of man, by the good 
Spirit and providence of God, our Church has 
not erred, but has grasped the real life and 
teachings of the Scriptures, and of pure 
Christian antiquity; and hence has and pre- 
sents the genuine Gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, which, under obligations to Him, we 
are bound to maintain unmutilated and un- 
compromised. 


Looking back upon the history of the 
16 
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Church, and surveying well the relations 
and contents of those great utterances of the 
faith which we have in the three ecumenical 
Creeds, we see at once how essentially they 
are inwoven with the whole life of the true 
Church of God on earth. With the written 
Scriptures as the infallible test and judge, we 
can find no true Christianity outside of them. 

The Apostles’ Creed took its being and 
shape from the Formula of Baptism given 
by the Lord Himself, and was the natural 
and necessary fruit of it, by which all the 
earliest Churches, almost simultaneously, and 
without formal agreement, united in the ex- 
pression of their one common faith. 

It was concerning this that Trenzeus gives 
the remarkable testimony: “The Church, 
although dispersed through the whole world, 
yet, as if she dwelt in one and the same 
house, doth diligently preserve this faith, be- 
lieving it as if she had but one soul and one 
heart, and uniformly preaching and teaching 
it as if she had but one mouth; for though 
there be different dialects in the world, yet 
the force of tradition is one and the same; 
for neither do the Churches in Germany, 
Spain, France, the East, Egypt, Lybia, or the 
middle of the world, believe otherwise; but 
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as the sun is one and the same in the whole 
world, so the preaching of the truth shines 
everywhere, and enlightens all men who are 
willing to come unto the knowledge thereof.’* 

Out of this primary Creed as naturally 
grew the Nicene, necessitated as it was by 
the great controversies of the third and 
fourth centuries, concerning the Trinity, and 
especially by the heretical tenets of the Ari- 
ans and Macedonians. Then came the Nes- 
torian and Eutychian agitations, which called 
for still closer definitions and stricter guards 
of the great substance of the faith. These 
were realized in the Athanasian Creed. 

All these Creeds thus have a necessary 
and unrelinquishable connection with the 
Church’s utterance and preservation of what 
she received direct from Christ, and His in- 
spired Apostles and Evangelists. They can- 
not be abandoned without unmaking the 
Spirit-moved history of the universal body of 
the truest and best disciples Christ had upon 
earth in the course of more than a thousand 
years. They show us the true Catholic faith 
as wrought out in the consciousness of the 
members of the true body of Christ. They 
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rest directly and only on the Holy Scrip- 
tures; and if they do not contain the true 
faith of the Gospel, that faith had ceased to 
live in the consciousness of believing men. 
To these essential and Catholic expressions 
of the faith, the Lutheran Church adheres, 
next to the Scriptures, as right utterances of 
the contents of God’s word with regard to 
the questions and circumstances which gave 
them being. So far, then, she is soundly 
Catholic, and vitally conjoined with the only 
proper Church, for the first fifteen centuries 
of its existence. : 

At the time of the Reformation, there were 
still other relations of the contents of the Gos- 
pel, which it had become as necessary to de- 
fine as those with which the ecumenical sym- 
bols dealt. The ancient Creeds expressed 
the Theological and Christological aspect of 
the faith, against rationalistic, Jewish, and 
heathenish invasions. But other departures 
from right Christianity had now occurred, 
touching the anthropological and soteriologi- 
cal articles of sin and grace, which were in 
turn threatening the extinction of the faith. 
The same necessities, therefore, which begat 
the ancient symbols, forced the production of 
those of the sixteenth century. These, on 
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the basis of what had been expressed. before, 
and precisely in their spirit, relying directly 
upon the plain declarations of Scripture over 
against a corrupt tradition and inventions of 
men, brought forward the pure truth, and set 
it forth with reference to the topics then in 
dispute. It was not new truth, or a new 
Creed, which they announce, but the one 
Apostolic Catholic Creed in those relations 
in which the papal system had overlaid and 
well-nigh destroyed it. 

The Augsburg Confession, therefore, is as 
deeply inlaid with the historic conservation 
of the Gospel in the convictions and _ belief 
of men, as any of the older Creeds. It grew 
out of similar necessities, was fashioned by a 
like law, proceeded from a corresponding 
Spirit-moved source, and to the same end. 
It can no more be abandoned now, and yet 
the pure Catholic faith be retained, than the 
ecumenical symbols which went before it. 

And upon. the Augsburg Confession, as 
necessarily, in their degree, followed the 
Apology, and the Smalcald Articles, polemi- 
cally dealing with Romish perversions and 
contradictions ; and then the Form of Con- 
cord, to dispose of the internal disputes 
which troubled the Reformation itself. 
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We thus behold a steady, onward, progres- 
sive movement of the Holy Ghost’s inwork- 
ing of the faith into the history and con- 
sciousness of the Church, travelling on 
through the midst of conflicts and opposing 
errors, even from the days of the Apostles 
down to the present moment. And the 
whole volume and body of that onward 
stream, from first to last, we behold taken up 
and expressed in the Kvangelical Lutheran 
Church. So that if there is any genuine 
Christian Catholicity on earth, or ever has 
been, and if there is any community extant 
where the full, pure, veritable Gospel of the 
Son of God is confessed, and salvation through 
it to be found, it is in this self-same, living, 
present Church to which we hold. And 
when we consider the greatness and majesty 
of the tide thus pulsating through the cen- 
turies, and, in all its fulness, flowing and 
counterflowing in the faith and Confessions 
of our Lutheran Church, how small appear 
the pigmy innovators and crawling reformers 
of our day, who presume to withstand it, and 
think to set aside its results by their inco- 
herent babblings, and offer to make for the 
repose of the world’s faith an ampler and 
securer home in the crude and fragile huts 
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their idiocy would build of the driftwood on 


_its shore! 


There is no great issue, ancient or modern, 
that has thus far been raised between false- 
hood and the true Catholic faith, the correct 
decision of which our Church does not em- 
brace and confess. And her great system is 
before the world, as elaborated by the sainted 
theologians of the ages, simple enough in her 
Catechisms for infants to learn; profound 
enough for the most scientific to study for- 
ever in her Augustan Confession and Form 
of Concord; defended sufficiently to meet 
every antagonist, in her Apology and Smal- 
cald Articles; and in all respects the most 
gigantic and invulnerable testimonies of the 
faith ever given by man. And all attempts 
to impart a higher and sublimer Catholicity 
by recensions of her Creed, or softenings and 
dilutions of the manly muscular words in 
which she has confessed her Lord and His 
Gospel, is only the wisdom of idiocy over 
again, of jumping at the stars, and fastening 
in the mud. 

As to the incidentals of composition, and 
the manual execution in the drawing up and 
arrangement of our Confessions, there is no 
occasion to speak. It is not the verbiage, 
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rhetoric, etymology, or exact grammatical, 
logical, and historical impeccahility of them 
that we insist on, but the doctrinal truth and 
substance which they contain. As remarked 
by Sartorius, “These books have appended 
to them prefaces and postscripts relating to 
historical and ceremonial matters, which are 
only of introductory or casual importance, 
without properly belonging to the Creed. 
The doctrinal, argumentative, apologetical, 
and polemical parts, of course belong to the 
symbols, but without forming the essential 
obligatory substance of the Creed proper. 
Parts, again, consist of mere historical allu- 
sions, or dogmatical inferences, which are of 
use in discovering the sense, even admirable 
in themselves, but not authoritative to such 
an extent, as that the same may not be 
otherwise deduced or established. And other 
parts refer only to oppositions encountered at 
the time, but which have ceased, or are now 
to be met in a different manner. The true 
Confessional substance of the symbols lies in 
among the incidental circumscriptions, and 
that is the only proper Creed or binding es- 
sence of the Faith.”* This is what is con- 
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fessional, and this is that Catholic and Apos- 
tolic Gospel upon which our Church is bound 
to insist, and to testify it to all men, until 
God himself shall interfere to give us better 
light. 

And yet our Church is not sectarianly ex- 
clusive. The only notes and marks which 
she finds for the Church properly so called, 
are “‘the pure and sound doctrine of the Gos- 
pel, and the right use of the Sacraments.” 
It is part of her Confession, that, “for the 
true unity of the Christian Church, it is not 
necessary that uniform ceremonies, instituted 
by men, should be everywhere observed.” 
All that she requires on this point is, that 
the saying of Paul, Eph. 4 : 4, 5, be realized: 
“One body, and one Spirit, even as ye are 
called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, 
one Faith, one Baptism.”* As expressed by 
the Wurtemburg Confessors, “ We think that 
men are to judge, by the authority, both of 
the Holy Scripture and of the ancient fathers, 
that the true Catholic and Apostolic Church 
is not tied to one certain place or nation, nor 
to one certain kind of men; but that it is in 
that place or nation where the Gospel of 


* Augsburg Confession, Art. XI. 


186 ECCLESIA LUTHERANA. 


Christ is sincerely preached, and His sacra- 
ments rightly administered, according to His 
institution. Where the Word of God is 
preached, where people are made clean 
through the Word preached, and where the 
Gospel is acknowledged by faith, there God 
hath His Church, wherein He is effectual 
unto eternal life.” 

Nor is it in a heartless and magisterial way 
that our Church presents her learning of 
what the true Gospel is. With all her confi- 
dence, she yet displays a magnanimity, for- 
bearance, and gentleness, which is the very 
Spirit of hér Lord. When she finds among 
her members any desponding natures, who, 
in all candor, are troubled with doubts, she 
never treats them harshly; but, as Miiller 
observes, ‘counsels them, takes them by the 
hand, admonishes them to search for the 
truth with prayer for the illumination of the 
Spirit, not suffering their perplexities to 
hinder their official labors. She views these 
doubts as the results of human weakness, 
knowing that she has power to overcome 
them, and that an honest doubt is ever fol- 
lowed, in due time, with such augmented 
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light as shall banish every misgiving. She 
manages and regulates these difficulties, not 
by the resorts of political authority, but in 
the spirit of meekness. She does not break, 
but heals. She does not enforce her penal- 
ties in this direction and that, but soothes 
and conciliates, and dismisses only that. of- 
fender who has already been fruitlessly ad- 
monished by all her wisdom and all her 
strength.’* 

And even when the worst errors are con- 
demned at her hands, her words exhibit the 
tenderness of an afflicted mother, and she 
pronounces her severest censures with tears. 
In the preface to all her symbolical books, 
she herself says, once for all: “As regards 
the condemnations, reprobations, and rejec- 
tions of impious doctrines, it is by no means 
our intention and design to condemn those 
men, who, from a certain simplicity of mind, 
have erred without being blasphemers against 
sacred truth, much less whole Churches who 
have thus erred. On the other hand, it has 
always been our wish and intention only to 
reprehend and condemn openly fanatical 
opinions, and the incorrigible blasphemers 
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who teach them, because these errors are in 
most evident opposition to the explicit word 
of God, and never can be reconciled with it. 
Hence we only utter these censures and con- 
demnations that all pious people may be ad- 
monished to shun these errors and teachers 
with due caution. Neither have we the least 
doubt that there are many pious men in 
those communions which have not hitherto 
agreed with us in all points, who, following a 
certain simplicity of their own, have not be- 
come sufficiently informed. . . . . Therefore 
we do hereby testify, before the Almighty 
God, and before the whole Church, that it 
has never been our design, by this Formula 
of Doctrine, to create trouble or danger 
among those pious people who suffer perse- 
cution. For as we have in Christian charity 
long sympathized with them in their pain 
and persecution, so we deeply abhor, and 
from our hearts detest, the oppression and 
tyranny which so grievously afflicts these 
unfortunate sufferers.”* 

It was the remark of an Episcopal clergy- 
man, respecting the Lutheran Church, that 
“it breathes the free spirit of Luther, and 
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the mild spirit of Melancthon.”* The concep- 
tion is as true as it is beautiful. Our Church 
is both free and mild, and, in the moderation 
and broad Catholicity of her views and spirit, 
she has occupied the ground of a great medi- 
ator for the truth among many conflicting 
parties. She has successfully laid a doctri- 
nal, liturgical, and governmental basis, which 
leaves no possible excuse for sectarianism. 
The Episcopalian can come into her commu- 
nion, and yet feel that he has in no way 
departed from the Church, and find much 
more solid and unequivocal instruction than 
his own standards contain. The Dissenter 
may worship at her altars, without being op- 
pressed and outraged with rigid, weakening, 
corrupt, or invariable forms, and yet come 
into much closer and more wholesome con- 
tact with the proper Catholicity of the 
Church. The Presbyterian may hear from 
her preachers his favorite theme of sovereign 
grace, freed from the repulsive and question- 
able forms and inferences with which his 
Confession accompanies it, and learn lessons 
concerning the Sacraments about which he is 
too much in the dark. The Methodist may 
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find food in her pastures to give consistency 
to his fervor, and in her treasures the original 
sources of-what he most admires in Wesley, 
without the unchurchliness and one-sided sub- 
jectivism with which he is sometimes re- 
proached. And for all men, there is not on 
earth a more reliable, well-tried, and satis- 
factory guide to the full truth, a sanctified 
life, and everlasting salvation, than that 
which is presented in the Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church, wherever she is properly her- 
self. What she demands, is what no one 
may neglect or despise without danger to his 
soul. And in nothing does she so heartily re- 
joice, as in the triumph of the simple truth 
as itis in Jesus, unwilted by sectarian bigot- 
ries, and unmutilated by the proud and pre- 
sumptuous hand of rationalizing philosophy, 
or by the enervations of a mistaken liberal- 
ism. 


Chapter Seventeenth. 


PARTICULAR FEATURES OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH. 


HH Lutheran Church has few pecu- 
ae liarities. Her chief characteristic is 
the presentation of a full, rotund, 
and complete Christianity, in a form 
in all directions true to the Word and ap- 
pointments of its Divine Author, and con- 
formed to the common necessities of man, in 
all ages, in all places, and in all circum- 
stances. 

Taking the deepest and broadest founda- 
tions of the Christian religion, and working 
ever from its inner essence and spirit, there 
is nothing good or praiseworthy in faith or 
practice which does not harmonize with her, 
or which may not be realized as her own 
proper fruit. She held and taught a sove- 
reign salvation, by grace only, before Calvin 
was freed from the shackles of papal supersti- 
tion. She confessed and believed that Christ 
Jesus tasted death for every man, before Ar- 
(191 ) 
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minius was born. She approved and practised 
the holding of meetings for prayer and mutual 
edification, before there was a Wesley, or any 
followers of his method. She had her Litur- 
gies and forms of devotion,—the models and 
sources of the best that have followed,— 
when England was yet in the arms of the 
papacy, and the English Book of Common 
Prayer had not been thought of. She had 
her bishops before there were any Episco- 
palians so called, though ever denying that 
diocesan Episcopacy is at all necessary to the 
integrity of the Church. In government, 
she prescribes for the pure preaching of. the 
Word, and the administration of the Sacra- 
ments according to that Word, but leaves all 
questions of outward forms to be regulated as 
the circumstances may render most conveni- 
ent or desirable. And in all things she is 
as many-sided as the graces of the Holy 
Spirit, or the glorious character of her Lord. 
Her name is Evangelical, and her office in 
the world is EVANGELIzATION, according to 
Christ’s own Word and commandments. In 
fulfilment of this office, she approaches men, 
while yet in the helplessness of infancy, and 
marks them with God’s token and seal of 
mercy in the Holy Sacrament of Baptism, 
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teaching that “children are thereby conse- 
crated to God, and received into His favor ;” 
—gathers them into classes and schools for 
instruction in the things of faith and piety as 
their minds unfold;—and, as soon as evi- 
dences of fitness appear, introduces them into 
full fellowship with her communion by the 
solemn rite of Confirmation. She builds sanc- 
tuaries, and delights in ornamenting and em- 
bellishing them with every pure art, for the 
honor and glory of God, and educates her 
young men, of suitable gifts and spiritual 
graces, to serve in them as pastors and 
teachers, whom she solemnly and officially 
sets apart for their office by laying on of 
hands and prayer. She sets forward her 
pulpits, and the preaching of the Word, as 
the great central and divinely-instituted 
power of the Gospel. She puts “ psalms, 
and hymns, and spiritual songs” into the 
lips of her people, to strengthen their faith, 
exercise their devotional feelings, and refresh 
their souls. She calls upon all her members, 
at convenient intervals, to renew their pro- 
fession at the sacred altar of that one sacri- 
fice of our Lord, of which it is the privilege 
of men to participate in the Holy Supper.. 
She watches over them with a godly and 
ilgpee 
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merciful discipline and maternal solicitude 
while they live. And, finally, when their 
race is run, she lays their bodies down with 
solemn care in the house of the dead,—‘‘earth 
to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust’ ’—look- 
ing for the resurrection of the last day, and 
the life of the world to come, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. And whatever on earth 
can contribute to the furtherance or estab- 
lishment of the doctrine and truth of God, 
among civilized or savage, at. home or abroad, 
and whatever may add to the true comfort 
and peace of man, she lays hold of as an in- 
strument for her service, and sanctifies it 
unto the Lord. 

She claims, that the Gospel can live and 
flourish in connection with the State, with 
all the embarrassments which such an un- 
natural relation entails, and that it can live 
and flourish in entire separation from it. 
She consents to all established government, 
whether despotic and monarchical or free 
and republican, as lawful, and, for the end 
of government, an ordinance of God, to be 
obeyed in all matters not touching the direct 
obligations of conscience to the great Judge of 
all, as a part of every Christian’s duty. She — 
proclaims in her principal Confession, “that 
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Christians may hold either legislative, ju- 
dicial or executive offices, without sin; may 
decide causes, pronounce judgments, and pun- 
ish transgressors, agreeably to imperial or 
other established laws; may wage just wars, 
and serve in them, make lawful contracts, 
take oaths when required, hold property, 
marry, and be married.”* That a higher 
holiness is to be attained by an abandonment 
of the ordinary stations, relations, and duties 
of life, or that God cannot be as well and 
purely served in them as in separation from 
them, she stringently denies. Nor does she 
suppose that the true Church of Jesus Christ 
has ceased to be, where imperfect or spuri- 
ous members may be found among the con- 
fessors of His name. 

She has her Church Year, in which she 
follows not so much the course of the sun, as 
the course of Him who was, and is, and is 
to come—the Sun of Righteousness—the light 
of the world. She is not guided in her reck- 
oning of time so much by the movements of 
the planets, or the ordinary procession of 
days, and weeks, and months, as by His mo- 
tions who is the bright and Morning Star, 
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whose goings forth have been of old, from 
everlasting. Only as the secular year draws 
near its end, her year begins, with the con- 
templations of a coming Saviour, and prepar- 
ations to receive Him unto new life. She 
does not show us our ruin first, lest we should 
despair, nor yet the assurances of pardon and 
blessedness first, lest we should think too 
lightly of depravity and sin; but so directs 
our thoughts, that we may learn our malady 
as we learn the remedy, and find our consola- 
tion as we discover our misery. She reflects 
in her computation of times and seasons the 
course and progress of salvation both in the 
acts of Jesus and in the renewal of the soul 
and life. She has her appointed festivals of 
her Saviour’s birth, and of the glorious forth- 
showing of His grace and power. She has 
her fixed period for coming into special sym- 
pathy with his great humiliation and pas- 
sion, in taking her guilt upon Him, and mak- 
ing Himself an offering for her sins. She has 
her allotted days for the glad commemora- 
tion of His triumphant resurrection and as- 
cension, and of the outpouring of the Holy 
Ghost in fulfilment of His gracious promises. 
She has her time for the special celebration 
of the adorable Trinity and the attributes of — 
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a life fully consecrated to Him. She does 
not undertake to canonize saints, but remem- 
bers those whose faith she is to follow, and 
such as have by their lives and labors illus- 
trated the way of holiness, and left the im- 
press of their holy deeds upon the world. 
She has her Pericopes—her Lessons of Holy 
Scripture designated for every week, and for 
the special celebration of each great fact by 
which salvation was achieved, and on which 
the faith of the Church reposes. Leaving 
the Jewish Sabbath as no longer binding in 
its ancient form, she follows the example of 
the Apostles and the early Church, in setting 
apart the first day of the week as holy unto 
the Lord, in which secular employments and 
cares are to be laid aside, and God, His Word, 
and His worship made to occupy and fill our 
attention. And in all these things she seeks 
to exemplify and perpetuate a living and 
true Christianity, first of all fulfilling what 
Christ has commanded and enjoined, and 
then conforming to the truest, best, and most 
wholesome convictions and developments of 
the Church itself in the purest periods of its 
history and in its worthiest portions, from 
the beginning onward. 

With these features the Lutheran Church 


198 ECCLESIA LUTHERANA. 


has now lived and triumphed for seven times 
fifty years; and with these she will continue 
to live and triumph, the greatest of Protes- 
tant communions, and the purest and sub- 
limest of Churches, till Christ Himself shall 
come to end her history, and transfer His 
saints to their everlasting homes. Like the | 
wonderful woman of the Apocalypse, she is | 
sublime in her excellencies, glorious in her | 
apparel, triumphant in her position, and the 
august mother of a holy seed which has | 
power over the nations, and which neither 
the foaming dragon, nor the seven-headed 
beast of the sea, nor all the powers of hell, 
can disable or destroy. As an ark of salva- 
tion, there is on earth no safer ship on which 
to embark for the land of rest. She has 
already safely landed millions upon millions 
there, and is as safely bearing millions more 
to the same bright shores. The most illus- 
trious spirits of modern Christendom have 
lived and died in her fellowship, and passed 
from her sanctuaries to the highest homes of 
the pious dead. And heaven shall be forever 
glad with saints trained at her holy altars. 
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Chapter Cighteenth. 


LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA, 


fz] ODERN Missions are often spoken of 

(| as the chief glory of the Church of 
our times. Rightly ordered, they 
embody the true Apostolic spirit. 
The Church is aggressive, and must ever 
spread and press further and further into the 
territories of heathenism, as the candle of 
the Lord for all the world. 

Modern Missions were first moved by Lu- 
therans. Luther himself saw, taught, and 
urged the true aggressiveness of the Gospel. 
‘Jerusalem verily was to be the place where 
the preaching of the Gospel of salvation 
should begin,” says he, ‘but it was not to re- 
main there alone. It was also to be carried 
to the heathen, and preached everywhere in 
all the world. There is to be no difference, 
either as to places or persons.” “The Gospel 
is to be promulgated to the utmost limits of 
the world.”* He was also very urgent and 
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faithful in laying it upon the consciences of 
Christian princes and patrons of the Church 
not only to protect and further true religion 
and evangelical teaching at home, but to im- 
itate the efforts of Constantine, who sent out 
Gospel messengers throughout the world, from 
the British Channel to the farthest East ; and 
to copy the example of such as Theodosius 
and Eudoxia, who were more concerned for 
the good and extension of the Church of 
Christ, than for their own kingdom.* 

We accordingly find the Lutheran princes 
and Church patrons, from the very earliest 
periods of the Reformation, directing their 
attention to the propagation of the Gospel 
among the heathen. Gustavus Vassa, the 
Lutheran king of Sweden, who reigned from 
1523 to 1560, has the illustrious honor of in- 
stituting and establishing the first effective 
Protestant Missions. He sent missionaries 
for the conversion of the Laplanders as early 
as 1559; and succeeded well in his evangelic 
endeavors. Chambers’s Encyclopedia says, 
“'To him the various tribes of Lapps were in- 
debted for the diffusion of Christianity among 
them by Lutheran missionaries; while the 
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Finns owed to him the first works of instruc- 
tion, Bibles and hymn-books, printed in their 
own tongue.”* The brave Lutheran hero, 
Gustavus Adolphus, was of the same mind in 
these matters, though much hindered by the 
wars in defence of the Evangelic faith, in 
which he lost his life. Charles IX, who 
reigned from 1602 to 1611, also distinguished 
himself by earnest and energetic missionary 
efforts. Christopher of Wurtemburg was 
also a king of active missionary zeal. Ernst, 
surnamed the Pious, Prince of Saxa-Gotha, 
was the successful patron of the Evangelical 
cause in Russia, and planted Lutheran 
Churches there, the fruits of which abide 
to this day. In 1663 he also sent Wans- 
leben to labor in the Gospel among the 
Abyssinians. Justinian, Baron of Wells, 
established a society for the propagation of 
the Gospel in foreign lands, and endowed a 
seminary for the education of men to serve 
in its employ, and himself died a missionary 
in the West Indies. In 1705, Frederick IV, 
of Denmark, piously planned a missionary 
organization—De Promovendo cursu Lvan- 
gelii,—and put means in operation for the 
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conversion of the Indians on the coast of 
Coromandel. Mosheim pronounces this mis- 
sion, a “noble establishment, which sur- 
passes all that have been erected for the prop- 
agation of the Gospel.”* It was in connec- 
tion with it that Ziegenbalg labored, whom 
Dr. Harris says “‘may be considered almost 
the parent of the Eastern missions.”;7 Since 
then, many and great missionary institutions 
have existed and flourished in Germany, and 
still flourish, And whilst the records of 
Christianity continue, the names of Pliitchau, 
Ziegenbalg, Schwartz, Egede, Guerike, Gutz- 
laff and Schultze will live as the brightest 
in the constellation of Protestant mission- 
aries. All these were Lutherans—the sons 
and servants of our Church. 

It was the missionary spirit, first of all, 
that led to the planting of our Church in this 
country. The English first came hither as 
adventurers in search of notoriety and gain. 
The Dutch first came hither impelled by the 
spirit of mercantile enterprise. The Puritans 
first came hither to escape from religious per- 
secution. But the Lutherans first came hither 
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chiefly moved with the inspiring idea of 
planting on these newly discovered shores, 
the pure Church of the living God. The 
plan was conceived by Gustavus Adolphus, 
and carried into effect by his Prime Minister 
Oxenstiern. The controlling thought in the 
enterprise was, by the colonization of Chris- 
tian people, to establish the Christian religion 
on these, then heathen, lands. 

The first permanent settlers on this conti- 
nent landed in Virginia in 1607. Seven 
years after, the Dutch commenced their set- 
tlement along the Hudson. Six years later, 
the Puritans landed at Plymouth Rock., And 
but thirty years after the first permanent set- 
tlement of Europeans upon this continent, 
the Lutheran colonists, sent forth by royal 
favor from the kingdom of Sweden, took up 
their abode, in the name of Christ and their 
king, on the banks of the Delaware. Among 
the first, if not the very first Christian 
Churches ever built and consecrated in this 
new world, were those they built. Five 
years before the arrival of William Penn, a 
Lutheran minister was preaching the Gospel 
in the neighborhood of where Philadelphia 
now stands. On Trinity Sunday, 1699, the 
first Lutheran Church in America was con- 
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secrated at Christina, Delaware. It was con- 
secrated as a Church of the Augsburg Con- 
fession. 3 

On the Sunday after Trinity, in the year 
following, another was thus consecrated at 
Wicaco, close to the town of Philadelphia. 
These were Lutheran Churches. By the 
duplicity and ingratitude of English after- 
comers, they have been wrested from us, and 
are now held by Episcopalians; though still 
by charter providing for the preaching of the 
Gospel according to the Augsburg Confession. 
These monuments of religious zeal and Lu- 
theran. enterprise, were viewed at the time 
with wonder and admiration by tke colonists 
of other sections, and Governors from Mary- 
land and Virginia came, attended by their 
suites, to survey them as something the like 
of which did not then exist anywhere else on 
all this vast continent. What a shame that 
these sacred structures have been so basely 
seized, and that too by persons whom the 
Lutherans had so generously befriended! It 
cannot but be that there is judgment some- 
where in reserve for the iniquity. 

It was in one of these Churches, that at 
Wicaco, that Henry Melchoir Muhlenburg 
first proclaimed the unsearchable riches of — 


ECCLESIA LUTHERANA. 205 


Christ, in Luther's native tongue, in Penn- 
sylvania. 

It is also an interesting reminiscence, that 
the first missionaries that ever taught the 
Gospel of Jesus to the Indians of America, 
were Lutherans ; and that the first book ever 
translated and printed in the Indian lan- 
guage, was the Lutheran Catechism. Even 
Dr. Clay, with all his disrespect for our Church, 
has admitted thus much.* <A copy of this 
Catechism, bearing date of 1696, may at any 
time be seen among the treasured objects of 
the Library Company of Philadelphia, at 
their reoms on Fifth Street. 

Among the earliest Lutheran settlers in 
America, were also certain Hollandish fami- 
lies, mingled with the Dutch colony on the 
Hudson. But many years elapsed before 
they made any combined effort to establish 
Churches for themselves. And when their 
religious interest began to awaken and show 
itself, they met with every hindrance, dis- 
couragement, and even painful persecution. 
The Dutch were mainly Calvinists. And as 
Calvin and his associates burnt Servetus in 
Geneva, his followers manifested the same 
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severe spirit towards the Lutherans of New 
York. They demanded of Lutheran parents 
to present their children to be baptized by 
the Calvinistic preachers, and to subscribe 
the doctrines of the Synod of Dort, and to 
engage to bring up their children in the Cal- 
vinistic faith, in default of which they were 
arrested, fined, and, if unable or unwilling 
to pay, cast into prison. More than one Lu- 
theran father thus went into the jails of New 
York, because of conscientious adherence to 
the faith which Luther taught. The Puri- 
tans whipped and punished the Quakers in 
New England, and the Calvinists fined and 
imprisoned the Lutherans in the New Neth- 
erlands. The first sufferers on account of 
religious opinions in this country were the 
Lutherans. And it was only after the Dutch 
colony was obliged to surrender to the crown 
of Great Britain, in 1664, that the Lutherans 
of New York obtained the privilege of pub- 
licly worshipping God, according to the dic- 
tates of their own consciences, and the cus- 
toms of their fathers. The first pastor sent 
them was John Ernest Goetwater, who ar- 
rived in 1657, but was speedily banished 
from the country by the persecutions of the 
Calvinistic clergy. Their first settled pastor 
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was Jacob Fabricius, who begun his ministry 
in New York, in the year 1669. 

Another early planting of the Lutheran 
Church in this western world, was by a com- 
pany of refugees from the valleys of the Ty- 
rolean Alps. Forty-two men with their fam- 
ilies, exiles from their native homes on ac- 
count of their religious opinions, were landed 
at Charleston, South Carolina, under the care 
of the English “ Society for the Propagation 
of Christian Knowledge,” early in the year 
1754. They were accompanied by two wor- 
thy pastors, in the persons of John Martin 
Bolzius and Israel Christian Gronau, who 
ministered to them in all faithfulness, and 
shared with them the vicissitudes of their 
wanderings and trials by sea and land, even 
unto the end of their days. These pioneers 
were followed by others in 1735, most of 
whom established themselves in Georgia. 
They called their village Mbenezer, in ac- 
knowledgment of the marked interposition 
and help of God in delivering them from the 
hands of their popish enemies, and bringing 
them through so many perils, to a home 
where they had “ freedom to worship God.” 

It was in connection with a company of 
these emigrants, while on the sea, that John 
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Wesley’s mind was first opened to the real 
power of Christian faith. He and his brother 
Charles were both on board the ship, the lat- 
ter as the secretary of General Oglethorpe, and 
the former as a missionary on his way to 
preach the Gospel to the Indians. Neither 
of them, at this period, had yet learned the 
true nature of saving faith. Two years after- 
ward, upon his return to England, John Wes- 
ley wrote in his private journal: “I went to 
America to teach the Georgia Indians the 
nature of Christianity; but I have learned 
of myself in the mean time (what of all I 
least expected), that I, who went to America 
to convert others, was never myself con- 
verted.” Lutheran and Moravian emigrants 
first effectually preached the Gospel to the 
great founder of Methodism. Dr. Jackson 
says: “In these strangers, the English Meth- 
odists beheld Christianity in a light more 
gentle, attractive, and consoling, than that 
in which they had ever before seen it. In 
storms and hurricanes, when others were 
ready to die with fear, they (these Christian 
emigrants) calmly sang the praises of God, 
expressing a cheerful confidence and resigna- 
tion in the prospect of immediately perish- 
ing in the great deep. With the tempers of — 
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these people the Wesleys were, at this time, 
personally unacquainted. Neither of them 
was delivered from the fear of death; and 
they had no just conception of the holy 
cheerfulness which is produced by an appli- 
cation of the blood of Christ to the con- 
science, and the abiding witness and opera- 
tions of the heavenly Comforter. Theirs 
was a religion of fear and mortification, 
rather than of holy peace and joy.’”* 

It is well known that Wesley dated his 
first complete conversion, from the hearing 
of Luther’s Preface to Paul’s Epistle to the 
Romans read, in a meeting in Aldersgate 
Street, London, after his return from Amer- 
ica. Had he not been thus *xought into con- 
tact with these saints upon the agitated sea, 
and his hearing of Luther's tract on the 
Epistle to the Romans, the probabilities are, 
that he would have remained a mere unsanc- 
tified churchman, and Methodism, and what- 
ever good it has done, have never been. He 
himself admits, that, up to that time, he 
“was ignorant of the nature of saving faith, 
apprehending it to mean no more than a firm 
assent to all the propositions contained in 
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the Old and New Testament,” and in that 
delusion he might have lived and died, as so 
many others who are persuaded to consider 
themselves Christians. 

In seven years from the landing of the 
first company of the Salzburg exiles im Geor- 
gia, the colony increased to more than twelve 
hundred souls, all acknowledging the Lu- 
theran faith and worship. With all their 
trials they were greatly prospered in tem- 
poral peace and comfort, and in all spiritual 
grace and godliness. ‘Their success and ex- 
cellent estate were known and noted in both 
Germany and England. The deepest inter- 
est, sympathy, and respect were felt for them 
in the old world. And when Muhlenberg 
was sent out to minister to the scattered Ger- 
mans of Pennsylvania, the Fathers who com- 
missioned him said: “Go first of all to our 
brethren in Georgia; seek the acquaintance 
of Bolzius and Gronau, the experienced pas- 
tors of the Salzburgers; confer with them 
about the duties that are before you; learn 
from them the peculiarities of the country 
and the best plans of operating amongst its 
people; you may expect that, if it is possi- 
ble, Bolzius himself will accompany you to 
Pennsylvania, and so effect for you an easy 
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entrance into the field of your future la- 
bors. % 

Muhlenberg landed at Charleston, on his 
way to Ebenezer, on the 21st day of Septem- 
ber, 1742. He was received with open arms 
and joyous hearts by the Salzburg colonists, 
with whom he spent eight days in blessed and 
refreshing converse. Returning to Charles- 
ton, he was detained a month before shipping 
could be had to carry him to Philadelphia. 
The time was well improved in collecting 
and instructing the German children of the 
place, and expounding and testifying the 
things pertaining to the kingdom of God to 
all who would accept his invitations to meet 
him on the Lord’s day. 

On a small and crazy sloop, without accom- 
modations for passengers, and against the 
dissuasions of his friends, he heroically set 
sail for the North on the first day of Novem- 
ber, and reached Philadelphia on the 12th, 
after a trying passage through drenching 
rains, chilling frosts, and exhausting sickness 
and privations.t 

There were German Lutheran Churches in 
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Pennsylvania before Muhlenberg’s arrival. 
There was one at New Hanover, one at Leb- 
anon (1733), one at York (1734), and an old 
log building on Arch Street, Philadelphia, 
jointly used as a place of worship by the 
Lutherans and the Reformed. But regular 
stated services could hardly be said to have 
been established in either, prior to the land- 
ing of Muhlenberg. He alone is generally 
looked upon as the patriarch and founder of 
our Church in this country. It was under 
his ministrations that it took organic form, 
and became fixed in the new world. 

It was the missionary spirit of Halle that 
sent Muhlenberg hither. He was a man of 
complete education, thorough piety, indefati- 
gable zeal, and an amiable nature, all sancti- 
fied and animated by the Spirit of Christ. 
Through his influence, he was soon joined by 
others of the same mould with himself,— 
Brunnholz and Lemke, in 1745; Handschuh, 
Hartwick, and Weygand, in 1748; Heinzel- 
man and Schultz, in 1751; Gerock, Hansil, 
Wortman, Wagner, Schartlin, Schrenk, and 
Rauss, in 1753; Bager, in 1758; Voigt and 
Krug, in 1764; Helmuth and Schmidt, in 
1769; and Kunze, in 1770. Two theologi- 
cal students, Kurtz and Schaum, also came > 
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with Brunnholz, and were ordained in this 
country, in 1748.* 

The first Lutheran ordination in America, 
was that of Justus Falkner, in the Swedish 
Church of Wicaco, by the Swedish pastors, 
Rudman, Biork, and Sandel. The first Lu- 
theran Synod held in America, met in St. 
Michael’s Church, which still stands on Fifth 
Street, above Arch, in the city of Philadel- 
phia. It occurred in the month of August, 
1748; and init the Swedish pastors Sandin 
and Nzsman, united with the German pas- 
tors Muhlenberg, Brunnholz, and Handschuh, 
in the ordination of N. Kurtz to the holy 
ministry of the Gospel, by the laying on of 
hands. This was the commencement of “The 
German Evangelical Lutheran Ministerium 
of Pennsylvania, and adjacent States”—the 
original and only Lutheran Synod in Amer- 
ica, for nearly half a century, and the mother 
of all the older Lutheran Synods on this side 
of the Atlantic Ocean. 

It is also interesting and important for us 
to know, that the planters and founders of 
our Church, in this new world, were what 
their name imported. They were LurTHeEr- 


- * Schmucker’s Luth. Church in America, p. 20. 
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ans. They held the Lutheran faith as set 
forth -in the Confessions of the Church. 
They adhered strictly to the unaltered Augs- 
burg Confession, and the Catechism of Lu- 
ther, as containing -the pure Gospel, and 
nothing but the unadulterated truth. 

The first—the Swedish colonists,—were of 
the same blood and faith as the noble heroes, 
who, a few years before, had followed their 
great Prince in the defence of Christian lb- 
erty through the battle-fields of Kurope, and 
who, like him, at last lay down in victorious 
peace upon the plains of Liitzen. They 
brought with them the Bible with its Sacra- 
ments, the Church with its ministry, the 
Augsburg Confession and Luther’s Catechism. 
Not only was it the intention of the origina- 
tors of the colony, to give the religious char- 
acter of it the pre-eminence, but, for more 
than a century, the utmost zeal was shown, 
both along the Delaware and in the father- 
land, to keep that religious character true to 
its Lutheran type. The Royal instructions 
to the Governor were: “ Before all, the Goy- 
ernor must labor and watch that he renders 
in all things to Almighty God the true wor- 
ship which is His due, the glory, the praise, 
and the homage that belong to Him, and — 
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take good measures that the Divine service is 
performed according to the true Confession 
of Augsburg, the Council of Upsal, and the 
ceremonies of the Swedish Church, having 
care that all men, and especially the youth, 
be instructed in all parts of Christianity, and 
that a good ecclesiastical discipline be ob- 
served and maintained.’* 

The Salzburg refugees made it a condi- 
tion, in accepting the proffered aid of the 
King of England and the English Society, 
“that they would be protected in the free 
exercise of their religion, as contained in the 
Augsburg Confession and the other symboli- 
cal books of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of which they professed to be members.”+ 

It is admitted, on all hands, that Muhlen- 
berg and _ his associates were of the school of 
Arndt, Spener, and Franke, whose devout 
adherence to the Lutheran faith, and its off- 
cial expressions, was equalled only by the 
purity of their lives, and the living power of 
their piety. 

In his last will and testament, Arndt 
wrote: “I again hereby confess and testify, 
before God my Heavenly Father, before Jesus 


* Quoted in Schaeffer’s Early History, &c., p. 15. 
¢ Given in Dr. Mann’s Lutheranism in America, p. 117. 
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Christ my Redeemer and Sanctifier, before 
God the Holy Ghost my only true Comforter, 
before the holy Christian Church, and before 
all holy angels, that I have never been given 
to any error contradicted by the Word of 
God; that I have always voluntarily and 
considerately acknowledged the Unaltered 
Augsburg Confession and the Form of Con- 
cord; that I now still firmly confess the 
same, and have no intention or thought ever 
to receive or disseminate any other doctrine, 
but by the grace of God to continue steadfast 
to the pure, clear, and unadulterated Word 
of God, to the writings of Prophets and 
Apostles, and to the symbolical books of the 
Augsburg Confession, to the day of my death. 
For I know, and have found, through many 
crosses, temptations, and persecutions, that 
my faith is the pure, genuine, and reliable 
truth, and pray the adorable God, my Father 
in Heaven, and my Redeemer, Jesus Christ, 
graciously to keep me to this doctrine, faith, 
acknowledgment, and confession, until my 
latest breath.”* | ' 

Spener says, “The Divine doctrines which 
have been repeated in the symbolical books 


* Leben, by F. Arndt (Berlin, 1888), pp. 267-268. 
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of the Evangelical Church, are in no respect 
human, but are entirely divine. Since they 
were written in the name of the Evangelical 
Churches, and have been received by them, 
these books are God’s Church books, that is, 
books of the Evangelical Church, which is 
the Church of God, though not the ‘entire 
universal Church. They are not human 
statutes, rejected by Christ, but deliver to 
us holy, divine doctrines, and the infallible 
truth of God. The two Catechisms of Lu- 
ther embrace, in a simple way, the exposition 
of what is needful to be taught. I believe, 
confess, and teach, that the conscientious ob- 
ligation to these Church-books, is neither ser- 
vile slavery, nor slavish servility, but a free 
engagement which arises out of love to the 
Divine Truth, and can be, and should be al- 
ways consistent with the spiritual freedom of 
believers. They have quoad autoritatem, a 
great, glorious, mighty, and express authority. 
‘God has graciously guarded the authors of 
these symbols, that they mistook not in doc- 
trine, but set it forth, and bore witness to 
that teaching which conforms to the Divine 
Word.” 

* Ubereinstimung mit der Augsburg Confession, p. 69 seq. 


do. V Prxlimnar Article, Thesi 5, p. 72 (frankfurth, 1695). 
gy 
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Franke’s faith was precisely of the same 
sort—the same,” says Guerike, “which a 
certain party in the present day seeks to an- 
tiquate as hyper-orthodox.” His own solemn 
avowal was: “I desire no new religion.” 
And when his enemies brought charges of 
innovation against him, the learned theolo- 
gians who adjudged the matter said, “that 
after diligent examination, on the basis of 
the Holy Scriptures, the Augsburg Confes- 
sion, and the other Creeds and Articles of 
faith, the accusation has proved to be ground- 
less.”* He, also, was a thorough Lutheran. 

Muhlenberg and his co-laborers followed in 
the footsteps of these illustrious men, and 
taught no other doctrine, and sought to es- 
tablish here no other faith, than that which 
the Lutheran Confessions and Catechisms 
teach. ‘The Lutheran Church in America 
was, from the beginning, built upon the old 
foundation of the Gospel as interpreted by 
the collective body of the symbolical books, 
and ministers and parochial schoolmasters 
were required to preach and teach in accord- 
ance with them.”+ 


* See Guerike’s Life of Franke (London, 1847), pp. 31, 146, 
T19: 


+ Dr. Mann’s Lutheranism in America, p. 112. 
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When St. Michael’s Church, in Philadel- 
phia, was founded, in 1743, it was publicly pro- 
claimed: “The corner-stone of this church 
has been laid with the design that in it may 
be taught the Evangelical Lutheran doctrines 
according to the Apostles and Prophets, as 
contained in the Unaltered Augsburg Confes- 
sion, and all the other symbolical books.”* 

In the year 1748 the ordination of Rev. N. 
Kurtz occurred, the Swedish pastors joining 
in the performance of the solemn rite; but, 
before it was performed, a declaration was 
exacted from the candidate “that he would 
adhere to the pure doctrine of our Evangeli- 
cal Church, according to the Word of God 
and our Confessions of Faith.”+ The year 
preceding, Brunnholz rededicated a church 
‘as “an Evangelical Lutheran Church, ac- 
cording to the foundation of the Prophets 
and Apostles, and our symbolical books.” 
The year following Rev. Weygand was or- 
dained at Raritan, after having been required 
to pledge himself to disseminate the true 
faith according to the foundation of the 
Prophets and Apostles, and our symbolical 
books.§ His call to Raritan, which was 


* Haile Nachrichten, p. 288. ip lditthy 10s Tile 
{ ibid., p. 835. @ Ibid., p. 252. 
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written by Muhlenberg himself, was to the * 
effect. that he would inculcate “the pure doc- 
trine of the Apostles and Prophets, and our 
collective body of symbolical books,’ and 
teach and live according to that Confession.* 

In 1760, Paul D. Pryzelius was admitted 
into the Synod, after having made the follow- 
ing declaration: “I sincerely promise before 
God, the Searcher of Hearts, that I will 
teach nothing to my congregations, except 
what is well founded in the canonical books 
of the Old and New Testament, and to con- 
form in all my sermons, and in all my public 
and private instructions of the Holy Sacra- 
ments, to our symbolical books.”+ 

In 1761, Muhlenberg gave direction for 
the form of the deeds for the newly begun 
church at Barren Hill, to the effect that they 
be “prepared in such a way as forever to de- 
vote the church to the Evangelical Lutheran 
doctrine, according to the foundation of the 
Apostles and the teachings of the Unaltered 
- Augsburg Confession.”’{ 

In the constitution for the Philadelphia 
congregation (1762), which became the model 
for many others, the first article required the 


* Halle Nachrichten, p. 888. + Ibid., p. 856. 
{ Ibid., p. 864; also 1182. 
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~ minister to teach according to the Unaltered 
Augsburg Confession.* 

In reference to the “ Augustus” Church, 
at the Trappe, Muhlenberg says, “It was 
built in order that in it the holy Evangelical 
doctrine, according to the foundation of the 
Apostles and Prophets, and the Unaltered 
Augsburg Confession, together with the Holy 
Sacraments, may be perpetuated to the re- 
motest posterity.’ 

At the laying of the corner-stone of Zion’s 
Church, in Philadelphia, Dr. Wrangle, a 
Swedish pastor, proclaimed that it was to be 
“a German church, for the Evangelical doc- 
trine, according to the foundation of the 
Apostles and Prophets (Christ himself being 
the chief corner-stone), the Unaltered Augs- 
burg Confession, and the rest of the Confes- 
sions of the Evangelical Church.”{ And at 
the dedication of this church, Muhlenberg, 
standing at the altar, declared that this 
church was “for the use of the German Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church, which confesses its 
adherence to the pure Evangelical doctrine, ie 
according to the foundation of the Propheti- 
cal and Apostolical writings, to the two Sac- 


* Halle Nachrichten, p. 762. + Ibid., p. 1140. 
f doed., 1241-2... 5 
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raments instituted by Christ himself, the Un- 
altered Augsburg Confession, and the rest of” 
the symbolical books.”* 

Other instances of the same kind are upon 
record, proving conclusively, and beyond all 
power of successful contradiction, what Dr. 
Schaeffer says of the early Lutheran pastors 
and churches in this country; to wit: that 
“they found the doctrines of the Holy Scrip- 
ture—which they loved, which had prevailed 
to the renewing of their own hearts, and 
upon which they relied for success in leading 
others to Christ—aptly expressed, in a con- 
fessional form, in the Unaltered Augsburg 
Confession, and the other symbolical books of 
the Lutheran Church. Upon these principles 
they laid the foundations of the Church in 
America; and their hope and prayer was, 
that their descendants, until the latest gener- 
ation, might continue in the pure doctrines 
of the Cross, according to the Word of God, 
and our symbolical books. They were per- 
suaded that the doctrines of the Gospel, thus 
expressed, would not train the Church to dry 
orthodox, nor mere formalism; but must be 
mighty through God in begetting a living 


* Halle Nachrichten, p. 1246. 
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faith, and thoroughly renewing the hearts of 
the children of men. They endeavored to 
show that the Lutheran doctrine in no re- 
spect countenanced a life without God, but, 
by all means, insisted upon a renewing of 
the hearts and lives of those who embraced 
it. They ventured to hope that the doctrines 
of the Lutheran Church would abound in 
such works of faith and fruits of righteous- 
ness, as would touch and subdue the hearts 
even of the Indians themselves.”* 

A happy thing would it have been for our 
Church, its usefulness and success in this 
country, if their successors and descendants 
had all and always remained steadfast to 
the true confessional basis on which the 
Lutheran Church in this new world was 
started. But a long period of defection 
came—a period of Rationalistic and then 
Methodistic innovations—a period of neglect 
of the Confessions and of the doctrines of 
the Church as Luther and Muhlenberg 
taught them—a period of self-destructive 
assimilation to the unsound and unchurchly 
spirit of surrounding sects, by which the 
life and vigor of our Church were largely 


* Early History, &c., pp. 123-4. 
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frittered away—a period from which the Lu- 
theran Church in America is only now be- 
ginning effectually to emerge. 

But it is a matter of devout thanksgiving. 
and blessed promise, that this younger son 
of the great Lutheran family, famished, des- 
titute, and beggared by foolish counsels, is at 
length coming to himself, and beginning to 
think of the parental home and of return 
thither. Within the last few years, two- 
thirds of the Lutheran population in this 
country have moved in solemn earnestness 
to have themselves securely placed on the 
old foundations on which the victories of 
our fathers were won. A self-consciousness 
has been awakened, and a new life inspired, 
the power of which is swelling into a maj- 
esty that is sweeping away all the obstruc- 
tions thrown up to hinder it,—that has al- 
ready ushered in the twilight of a new era of 
more generous beneficence, more consistent 
faith, more unmistakable honesty of confes- 
sion and life,—and that is destined to give 
us a future in this Western world, worthy of 
the name of Luther, and of the noble pio- 
neers who first planted the Church of his 
name upon these shores. This Year of Jubi- 
lee brings with it a new General Council, with 
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no uncertain testimony concerning itself or 
the truth as our Church holds it;—the earn- 
est of return to the ancient and rightful estate 
of our fathers, from which we had come near 
everlasting disinheritance. 

A year ago the Synod of Pennsylvania 
sent an “Address to all Evangelical Lutheran 
Synods, ministers, and congregations in the 
United States and Canadas, which confess the 
Unaltered Augsburg Confession,” inviting 
them to unite with her in a convention, to 
form a new and better Union of Lutheran 
Synods, “first and supremely for the main- 
tenance of unity in the true faith of the 
Gospel, and in the uncorrupted Sacraments, 
as the Word of God teaches and our Church 
confesses them; and, furthermore, for the 
preservation of her genuine spirit, and wor- 
ship, and the development of her practical 
life in all its forms.” No organization of the 
sort existed, which could be confided in for 
these great ends, or that was capable of being 
adapted to them; nor any Union whatever 
embracing al/ Lutheran Synods in America. 
“The General Synod,” so called, no longer 
held half the Lutheran population of the 
country, had excluded the most Lutheran 
portions of its own membership, and the 
20 
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most that remained were either openly or 
covertly antagonistic to the distinctive faith 
of the Lutheran Church. A painful, decisive 
crisis had come, with the alternative, either 
to let the Lutheran Church in this country 
drag down to the extinction of her particular 
faith, or boldly to undertake the work of re- 
organization. The latter was chosen. A con- 
vention was held representing more than two 
hundred thousand of our members. A sched- 
ule of “ Fundamental Principles of Faith and 
Church Polity,” was unanimously adopted. 
The outlines of a Constitution were agreed 
upon, and submitted to the Synods for ap- 
proval. And there is now organized “The 
General Council of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in North America,” planted upon the 
acknowledged Confessions of the Church, and 
embracing already, even in its incipient be- 
ginning, nearly all the best and greatest Lu- 
theran Congregations and Synods in the 
country, and more communicants than any 
other organization of the Lutheran name on 
this continent. Its success is beyond perad- 
venture. And the Year of Jubilee brings 
with it the hopeful promise of the complete 
salvation of our Church on this side of the 


Chapter Hineteenth. 


SEVENTH JUBILEE OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH.* 


LESSING, anp HONOR, AND GLORY, AND POWER, 
BE UNTO HIM THAT SITTETH UPON THE THRONE, 
AND UNTO THE LAMB, FOREVER AND EVER. 


GIVE UNTO THE LorD, O YE KINDREDS oF 
THE PEOPLE, GIVE UNTO THE LORD GLORY AND 
STRENGTH. GIVE UNTO THE LORD THE GLORY DUE UNTO 
His NAME; BRING AN OFFERING AND COME INTO His courts. 
O oo THE LORD IN THE BEAUTY OF HOLINESS: FEAR 
BEFORE HIM, ALL THE EARTH. 


THE GRACE OF OUR LorD JESUS CHRIST, AND THE LOVE OF 
GoD, AND THE COMMUNION OF THE HOLY GHOST, BE WITH 
YOU ALL. AMEN. 


FRIENDS AND BRETHREN: By the goodness 
and grace of our God, we have lived to see 
the three hundred and fiftieth anniversary 
of the birth of our Protestant Religion and 
our Evangelical Church. Onward has rolled 
the noiseless chariot of time, and brought us 
to the Seventh Jubilee Year of the glorious 
Reformation. 


* The Sermon preached in St. John’s, on the morning of 
October 81st, 1867, the three hundred and fiftieth anniversary 


of the hee imation. 
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The Jubilee dates back in the far distant 
ages. When the tribes of Israel were yet in 
the wilderness, God’s Word came unto them, 
saying: ‘Ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, 
and proclaim liberty throughout all the land, 
unto all the inhabitants thereof: it shall be a 
jubilee unto you; and ye shall return every 
man to his possession, and ye shall return 
every man to his family.” Lev. 25:10. For 
a dozen centuries thereafter, as often as the 
mystic seven times seven years were fulfilled, 
“like the striking of the clock in the turret 
of some cathedral, announcing that the sea- 
son of labor for the day is closed, so sounded 
the notes of the silver trumpet from the sanc- 
tuary, announcing that the great Year of re- 
demption and rest had come—the year of re- 
lease and restoration throughout all Israel.” 

It is not the Jewish Festival we keep. We 
live under another and higher dispensation. 
But there is a Jubilee for Christians as well 
as for Jews. There is a Jubilee, ushered in 
by the great atonement day of Jesus’ death, 
which is always here. There is also ap- 
proaching a still more blessed Jubilee, when 
the trump of God shall signal the return of 
the saints to the homesteads whence the race 
has been so long exiled, and when the dwel- 
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lers in these dissolving tabernacles shall ex- 
change them for the glorious mansions of the 
Father’s house. And, in the joys of that 
which is, and looking forward to that which 
is yet to come, so great a movement, and one 
so profoundly related to both, as was success- 
fully made by our fathers when they broke 
through the thraldom of Babylon, is no un- 
fitting subject for a periodic notice according 
to the reckoning and spirit characteristic of 
the same. In the freedom with which the 
Son of God hath made us free, who may for- 
bid it? By what word of God, or law of 
man, may any one prevent it? And with 
hearts full and overflowing at the contempla- 
tion of what the Holy Ghost accomplished 
through the faith and valor of our sainted 
confessors, who may condemn us for giving 
it, once in a lifetime, a free, grand, and unre- 
strained expression? Cold and sullen must 
be the soul that would dare repress our de- 
vout gladness, or seek to dampen the enthu- 
siasm of our pious delight, or offer one word 
of resistance to the name, the substance, or 
the mode, of the cheering, pure, and holy 
display which greets us this happy morning. 
Let those mutter their dissent and turn their 
backs, who have no Saviour to rejoice in, no 
20% 
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Church to be glad for, no debts of gratitude 
to pay, no fond hopes of Divine favor and 
eternal life to exercise and declare. Ours is 
a different case, and quite another story. 
We have a gracious Lord, who has loved us 
unto death, redeemed us by His blood, guar- 
anteed to us His presence, and left us promise 
of participation in His heavenly rest; one 
who is our Alpha and Omega, our First and 
our Last, our All and in all, for whom no de- 
votion is too fervent, no praises too exalted, 
no services too great, no expressions of grate- 
ful adoration too extravagant. We have a 
Church, which is the pillar and ground of the 
truth, the ark of God’s salvation, the foster- 
mother of all grace in our souls, for which 
we never can be too thankful, or too zealous 
in our admiration. We have bonds of obli- 
gation upon us to Almighty God, and to His 
good providence in the history of the world, 
and to the servants of His whom His Spirit 
enlightened, and led, and strengthened for 
the work of our deliverance, which cannot 
be too vividly called to remembrance, and 
of which we cannot make too full or too rev- 
erent an acknowledgment. We have hopes 
through the blessed Word of God, which en- 
ter within the vail, which are our souls’ an- 
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chors amid the raging storms of time, our 
only solace for earth’s tears and sorrows, and 
our only stay and consolation as we near our 
graves; which we cannot fan, strengthen, 
and cherish with too much fondness and ac- 
tivity. And, therefore, we mark the seven 
times fiftieth anniversary day of the grand 
process by which these treasures were re- 
stored, and welcome the same with devout 
and joyous demonstrations, to which we hes- 
itate not to apply the hallowed and sweet- 
sounding name of the Jubilee. 


THX T. 


“JT WAS GLAD WHEN THEY SAID UNTO ME, LET US GO INTO 
THE HOUSE OF THE LorD. OUR FEET SHALL STAND WITHIN 
THY GATES, O JERUSALEM. 

‘‘ JERUSALEM IS BUILDED AS A CITY THAT IS COMPACT TO- 
GETHER; WHITHER THE TRIBES GO UP, THE TRIBES OF THE 
Lorp, UNTO THE TESTIMONY OF ISRAEL, TO GIVE THANKS 
UNTO THE NAME OF THE LornD. FOR THERE ARE SET THRONES 

OF JUDGMENT, THE THRONES OF THE HOUSE OF Davin. 
"PRAY FOR THE PEACE OF JERUSALEM: THEY SHALL PROS- 
PER THAT LOVE THEE. PEACE BE WITHIN THY WALLS, AND 
PROSPERITY WITHIN THY PALACES. For MY BRETHREN AND 
COMPANIONS’ SAKES, I WILL NOW SAY, PEACE BE WITHIN 
THEE. BECAUSE OF THE HOUSE OF THE LorRD ovuR Gop I 
WILL SEEK THY GooD.”’ Ps. 122: 1-9. 


This is pronounced “A Psalm of David.” 
It is also noted as a “Psalm of Degrees,” of 
Ascent, of Going up; referring most likely to 
the going up of the Jewish worshippers from 
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all parts of Palestine to the great religious 
festivals at Jerusalem. It is the third of 
these Psalms of Ascent. In the first, the 
main theme is hope; in the second, faith; 
and in this, religious delight and joy. It 
opens with an expression of devout gladness 
with respect to the house of the Lord, and 
the movements of the people with reference 
to it. It celebrates the excellencies and 
praises of Jerusalem, and the blessedness of 
what pertained to the holy city. And it ex- 
presses a most earnest and hopeful zeal in be- 
half of its prosperity, and the prosperity of 
whatsoever entered into its strength and 
glory. 

It is, indeed, a Jewish song, but it is 
nevertheless an inspired one,—a song of the 
Church,—with elements which adapt it to 
the use and edification of God’s people in 
every age. It is no illegitimate application 
of it, to transfer its sentiments to the occa- 
sion which has brought us together this day. 
It is a genuine Jubilee song. 

Three things are to be observed in this 
Psalm : 

I. A GRATEFUL GLADNESS. 
II. AN ADMIRING CONTEMPLATION. 
Ill. A VERY ZEALOUS DEVOTION. 
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To these particulars, then, let us direct our 
thoughts, looking to God to bless and refresh 
us in the effort. 


I. THE GLADNESS. 


I WAS GLAD WHEN THEY SAID UNTO ME, LET US GO INTO 
THE HOUSE OF THE LORD. OUR FEET SHALL STAND WITHIN 
THY GATES, O JERUSALEM. 

1. He realizes that God has a house on 
earth. The Lord had conversed with Israel 
through Moses, Aaron, and the Prophets, and 
acquainted them with His glory and God- 
head, and given ordinances for His worship 
and the letting forth of His blessing. He 
had shown the pattern for a holy tabernacle, 
in which He promised to manifest His pres- 
ence, and show forth His glory and grace. 
That tabernacle had been set up. Jerusalem 
had become the chosen place of its rest. 
There Jehovah visibly dwelt; and there He 
was to be communed with as the Lord God 
of Israel. It was His house—His residence 
—the seat of His service—the place of His 
presence, His testimonies, and the oracle of 
His will. To it Israel came to pay their 
obeisance; and there He showed His accep- | 
tance of their worship, and gave out [lis 
Word and benedictions. Thither they came, 
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and unburdened their hearts, and received the 
consolations of Divine forgiveness and hope- 
ful promise. There they paid their vows, 
offered their oblations, and poured out- their 
praises. There they communed with the God 
of their fathers, and the sovereign Lord of 
nature and of grace. 

We sometimes are tempted to wish that 
we had lived in those days—that our eyes 
had been privileged to see, and our ears to 
hear, and our hearts to feel, the glory and 
blessedness of those times of visible and au- 
dible converse with the Almighty Ruler of 
the universe. But the occasion for holy 
gladness in this respect is no less now than 
it was to the people of the Psalmist’s age. 
The Jews had their Zion; we also have ours. 
Nay those glorious arrangements of old were 
only the foreshadowings of greater things, in 
the same line, which have descended to us. 
That ancient house was the type of “a greater 
and more perfect tabernacle, not made with 
hands”—the pattern of “better things” which 
have since found place, and which are ready 
to be revealed in these last times. Those 
were the days of preparation, of twilight, of 
infancy, looking forward to much higher 
privileges in the long after ages upon which 
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we have fallen. That was an earthly house 
and a material Zion. We now have a heav- 
enly one—“ the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem,” where we may come to 
“au innumerable company of angels,” to “the 
general assembly and Church of the first- 
born which are written in heaven,” “to God 
the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just 
men made perfect, and to Jesus the mediator 
of the new covenant, and to the blood of 
sprinkling that speaketh better things than 
the blood of Abel.” Heb. 12. The Lord’s 
house still stands, in which He as really 
communes with men, and dispenses His sal- 
vation, as'ever in the tabernacle or temple 
of Jerusalem. Built by a Prophet like unto 
Moses, and by a Prince “ greater than Solo- 
mon,” it is fashioned of living stones, and 
adorned with a radiance brighter than golden 
spires and gilded domes. It has now been 
standing longer than any Jewish temple ever 
stood, the free mercy throne of penitents, 
where anxious souls may see their atoning 
sacifice approved, and hear the word of ever- 
lasting absolution spoken, and drink in the 
light and power of the Eternal Spirit, and 
find the joyous earnest of their everlasting 
inheritance. Though betimes befouled by 
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another Jezebel’s idolatrous priests, it has 
been purged and repaired by another Elijah 
of God—though defiled by the sacrilegious 
abominations of the Antiochus of Rome, it 
has been restored by the more than Asmo- 
nean heroes raised up for its deliverance. 
And even to this day and hour it stands in 
the midst of the world, overspanning the na- 
tions, and offering shelter, retreat and eyer- 
lasting peace and glory to every one who 
will betake himself for sanctuary in it. 

Where’er God’s saints assemble now 

There is a house for God. 

2. But there was a stir respecting the 
Lord’s house, which greatly deepened the 
Psalmist’s gladness. That house was thought 
of; it was talked about; there were desires 
to come to it; and there were invitations 
from one to another to go in company to its 
hallowed precincts, with praises on their lips, 
and. offerings in their hands. And it was a 
cheering story which these facts told. It 
was the assurance that the Spirit of the Al- 
mighty had not forsaken the people, and that 
spiritual light and life still dwelt in their 
hearts. And in it was heralded the realiza- 
tion of the glorious picture of the grand old 
Hebrew commonwealth, when God’s people 
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walked obediently in His ways, and felt His 
presence at every step, and saw His smiles 
reflected from their fields and vines and 
flocks and herds and cities full of peace, and 
the voice of singing was in every home, and 
the fragrance of virtue lingered round each 
habitation, and the sacrifices of praise crowd- 
ed the temple’s gates, and the tribes of the 
Lord exulted evermore in the Redeemer of 
Israel. 

Nor is there a more certain pledge of joy- 
ous blessedness, than the finding of people 
awake to the claims and ordinances of Zion, 
and moving with zealous willingness and ap- 
preciative proposals concerning the place 
wherein God’s honor dwelleth. Show us a 
living love and fervent zeal in the minds and 
hearts of men for the Church which Christ 
hath purchased with His blood; let us hear 
them say in solemn earnest, “Come, let us 
go into the house of the Lord;” let us see 
and know that they realize that God has His 
sanctuary among them, and that they com- 
prehend its worth and have their faces set to 
do it honor and to meet its claims; and 
where there is a soul in real unison with 
heaven, there will come rushing over it a 
transporting gladness which is itself the pres- 

21 
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ence of Jehovah telling of glories more to 
come. 

And something of such an exhibition has 
come along with the ushering in of this Jubi- 
lee. A period of indifference towards our 
Zion had been upon many of our people, 
especially in this country. Nearly the whole 
of the past half century was marked with an 
apathy toward the peculiarities of our faith, 
and a deadness in the proper life of our 
Church, which it is lamentable to contemplate. 
Some active movements there were, but most 
of them led by a spirit which made no differ- 
ence between Gerezim and Jerusalem; whilst 
our people were left to feel at home at strange 
altars, and to visit high places which God 
has not chosen to dwell in. Possessed of a 
language mostly foreign, widely scattered 
over an immense territory, destitute of facil- 
ities for education in the spirit and learning 
of our Church, poorly supplied with the reg- 
ular ministrations of the Word and Sacra- 
ments, often distracted with strifes about 
what language they were to worship in, with- 
out a literature worthy of the name, in want 
even of the common Church books which 
fairly represented the worship and doctrines 
of their fathers, lacking in efficient organiza- 
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tion, assailed on all sides by the ignorant or 
wilful misrepresentations of the denomina- 
tions around them, made the prey of pros- 
elyting sects, and frequently misled and 
compromised by the ill-advised doings and 
teachings of men upon whom they relied as 
leaders,—the distinctive Church of Luther's 
love and labors had well-nigh ceased to be in 
this western world. 

But a different state of things may now 
be seen and felt. Throughout this land, and 
throughout the world, there has come, of late 
years, a stir among our tribes, an asking for 
the old paths, and a calling of one to ‘another 
to join in going up to the ancient Zion—to the 
ark and the testimony which our fathers bore 
upon their shoulders, before which they wor- 
shipped, and over which God so marvellously 
showed His presence, and spoke to them His 
saving Word. ‘This Year of Jubilee, espe- 
cially, witnesses a going back to our patri- 
monial possessions, and an earnest, joyous, 
and sublime return to our proper family in- 
heritance. A period of revived Church love, 
of clearer comprehension of ourselves, our 
needs and our rights, of larger enterprise, 
more princely gifts, more compact organiza- 
tion, more faithfulness to our Confessions, 
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and more thorough appreciation of the mag- 
nificent treasures we have in them, has al- 
ready dawned. The proof is before us, that 
the Lord has not forsaken the Church of 
Luther; that the great documents in which 
he and his co-laborers gave out the restored 
Gospel, are still to be the rallying points of 
Evangelical Christendom; and that the faith 
and worship of our fathers are to have place 
also in this land, as fitting and as saving for 
America and these latter ages, as for Ger- 
many and Scandinavia, and the first centu- 
ries of the Reformation. 


O how our hearts rejoice to hear 
Our friends devoutly say : 

In Zion let us all appear, 
And keep the solemn day | 


| 3. But the Psalmist is also filled with de- 
lightful anticipation. Already he begins joy- 
fully to realize that he is one in the family 
of the chosen tribes. He foresees and fore- 
tastes the blessedness which shall result from 
such pious fervency and devout movements 
_ Zionward. “ Our feet shall stand within thy 
| gates, O Jerusalem.” And however glad a 
thing it is to hear men speak, and to see men 
do for the house of the Lord, it is a far glad- 
der thing to feel that we are in it, and that 
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we stand accepted there. And this gladness 
we Lutherans have, in proportion as we are 
just and true to ourselves, and to that holy 
Gospel which our Church so fully and so faith- 
fully confesses. If the Lutheran Church 
does not compass the truth and salvation of 
God, they are not to be found on earth. If, 
in the deep, broad, specific testimonies of our 
Church’s official and recorded utterances, 
there is not the full, complete, and only 
Catholic and Apostolic faith, it is not to be 
found in any of the written utterances of 
men. If we have not the true Word and 
ordinances of the adorable Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, there is not a people under the 
sun that has them. And if the central stream 
of the proper Church of Christ, in these later 
ages, does not flow through our communion, 
it has ceased to keep pace with the ongoing 
of human generations, and has quite sunk 
away from the world. This I believe as 
truly as I live; and no just man in being can 
confute it. 

Just in proportion, then, as we with heart 
and soul join hands with those who really 
receive and live the faith and teachings of 
our Church, and in practical fact unite with 
them to go into the house of the Lord, in 
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that same proportion may we count ourselves 
with the Lord’s people, and encourage our 
hearts with the glad anticipation, that we 
shall also stand within the gates of Jerusa- 
lem—even that better one above, which is the 
mother of all the saints. Let us but take to 
our inmost souls, and translate fully into our 
lives, and use to the entire extent of our 
strength, what God has given us as our own 
birthright inheritance, and as surely as we 
continue in so doing, the light of salvation 
shall encompass our steps, and 


Our willing feet shall stand 
‘Within the Temple-door, 

While young and old, in many a band, 
Shall throng the sacred floor. 


II. THE ADMIRING CONTEMPLATION. 


JERUSALEM IS BUILDED AS A CITY THAT IS COMPACT TO- 
GETHER; WHITHER THE TRIBES GO UP, THE TRIBES OF THE 
Lorp, UNTO THE TESTIMONY OF IsRAEL, TO GIVE THANKS 
UNTO THE NAME OF THE Lorp; FOR THERE ARE SET THRONES 


’ OF JUDGMENT, THE THRONES OF THE HOUSE OF DAyID. 


1. The Psalmist contemplates a city. The 
Church is a city. When finally complete in 
glory, as showed to the Apocalyptic seer, this 
is its symbol—a great city, the Holy Jerusa- 
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lem, having the glory of God, luminous with 
the effulgence of the most precious gems, 
and garnished with all the handiwork of 
heaven. Rev. 21 : 10-27. 

As a city, it had to be founded and built. 
One original mind had to locate and plan it. 
Many laborers had to be employed upon 
it. Countless treasures of wisdom, material, 
watching, toil, and expenditure, had to be 
bestowed in bringing it to what it is. Ages 
of time were required, and vast preparations, 
to clear the way for it, and then to spread 
and establish it. O the multitude and varied 
offices and dignities of the workmen who 
have wrought upon it, and worn out their 
lives, or lost them, in furthering the stupend- 
ous construction! What patriarchs have been 
called away from their homes and kindred— 
what prophets have labored—what poets have 
sung—what peoples have been marshalled— 
what kings have used their power—what 
armies have fought—what confessors have 
witnessed unto death—what inspired men of 
God have sacrificed themselves—what holy 
orators have preached—and what visitations 
and humiliations of heavenly messengers 
have already been realized for the establish- 


ment of it! 
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For this, laws from the skies were published, were repealed 
On earth, kings, kingdoms rose, kings, kingdoms fell ; 
Famed sages lighted up the Pagan world; 

Prophets from Zion darted a keen glance 

Through distant age; saints travelled; martyrs bled ; 
By wonders, sacred nature stood controlled ; 

The living were translated; dead were raised ; 

Angels, and more than angels came from heaven ; 
And, O! for this descended lower still! 

Guilt was hell’s gloom! For one short moment 
Lucifer adored ! 


As a city, it is made up of many separate 
families, with as many distinct tenements, 
who have agreed to live together on terms of 
amity, under the same common laws, with 
the same common interests, and for the same 
general ends. 

As a city, it has its gates, by which alone 
entrance to it can be had; and its particular 
appropriate ways and streets, in which its 
inhabitants must walk; and its own ap- 
pointed means of illumination, by which its 
citizens are to direct their steps; and its own 
methods for supplying food and drink, to 
meet the necessities of its inmates; and its 
own industrial pursuits, and avenues of thrift, 
culture, and promotion in what is praise- 
worthy and good. 

As a city, it is a place of elegance, of re- 
finement, of orderly civility, of social enjoy-— 
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ment, and of the most exalted and ennobling 
intercourse. 

As a city, it has its watchmen—its coun- 
sellors—its public servants—its own securities 
and defences. 

And what is thus true of the Church in 
general, is equally true of it as represented 
and perpetuated in our own communion. It 
is a great city; one which it required the 
pious labors of all past ages to build; one 
which embraces many lands and tribes and 
tongues and peoples; which has in itself all 
the elements, regulations, agencies, Immuni- 
ties and defences for a self-standing, happy, 
and glorious metropolis of saints; and which 
is destined to appear at last in the attire of 
the heavenly Jerusalem itself. 

2. He admires its compact unity. Its dif- 
ferent parts are all conjoined. With its vast 
extent and variety, there yet is a marked 
and marvellous oneness—no wide-gaping un- 
occupied spaces—no separating breaks—no 
straggling unconnected portions. This also 
is one of the great distinguishing features of 
the Church. It is the only universal thing 
on earth that is so intensely one. The king- 
doms of the world are many. The languages 
of the world are many. The peoples of the 
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world are many. The literatures and reli- 
gions of the world are many. And the cus- 
toms of men in different sections of the world 
are many. But the Church, which stretches 
through and over them all, is ONE—one coni- 
munity—one fellowship. The Jewish Chris- 
tian, and the Gentile Christian, whether of the 
past, the present, or the future, are all fellow 
citizens together—brother members of the 
same commonwealth, with no empty spaces, or 
separating dikes, or intervening chasms, be- 
tween them. There is one body, and one spirit, 
even as they are called in one hope of their 
calling; one. Lord, one faith, one baptism; one 
God and Father of all, who is above all, and 
through all, and in them all. Eph. 4 : 4-6. 


Our sacrifice is one, 
One Priest before the throne, 
The slain, the risen Sux, 
Redeemer, Lord, alone. 
From different temples though it rise, 
One song ascendeth to the skies. 


3. He rejoices in it as the centre of a common 
worship. The Church is the meeting-place of 
the saints. ‘“Thither the tribes go up, the 
tribes of the Lord, to give thanks unto the 


name of the Lord.” This is not true in a mate- 


rial sense. Outwardly there has been no con- 
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vention of all the people of God, at one place, 
since the Apostles’ times. Such a meeting 
on earth would be impossible. But there is 
a sense in which they do all meet. They 
come together in the Church. Though span- 
ning the world, it is but one mystic house, in 
which all saints are children and members, 
grouped around a common Father, fed from 
one common table, and participants with each 
other in the same common blessings. They 
may speak different languages, wear different 
clothes, represent different branches of the 
human family, and personally not know of 
each other's existence; but they all come to- 
gether in Christ, and are one fellowship in 
Him. 

Tis there—'tis there that spirits blend, 

That friend holds fellowship with friend ; 


Though sundered far, by faith they meet 
Around one common Mercy-seat. 


4. He sees in it the location of God's witness 
to man—a city where is “the testimony to 
Israel.”* It is in and to the congregation of 


* By some considered to be the Law; by others, more prob- 
ably, the Ark; perhaps best understand all these together, 
setting forth Jehovah’s character, and will, and ways, to men. 
And there in the gateways sat those who explained and en- 
forced these laws and testimonies, according to the ancient 
promise in Deut. 17 : 8, 9.—Bonar im Loc. 
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His own people that God has ever expressed 
Ilimself most fully, especially in reference to 
the things of grace and salvation. Paul 
gives it as the chief distinction of the Jews, 
‘that unto them were committed the oracles 
of God.” Rom. 3:2. They were the custo- 
dians of revealed truth, and the teachers of 
the same to all the world. What the Jewish 
Church was of old, the Christian Church has 
been since. It is the golden candlestick of 
the Lord for the support of the light of His 
truth among men. It is the office of the 
Church faithfully to preserve the sacred rec- 
ords of God’s utterances, fully and truly to 
expound them, and to confess and testify the 
contents of them for the illumination, com- 
fort, and salvation of the world. Nor can 
any one learn what the will of the Lord ish 
or come to the knowledge of salvation, but 
by means of the Church. Heathen philoso- 
phy cannot teach it. Modern science, apart 
from the Scriptures, does not contain it. It is 
nowhere under heaven except where it has 
come through the Church, by the instrumen- 
tality of its Prophets, Apostles, Evangelists, 
ministers, or members. There are no records 
of it except in its sacred books, and as taken 
from them. In and through the Church only 
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is the knowledge of Christ and eternal life. 
Hew down and destroy the Church, and blot 
out its testimony, and you extinguish the sun 
of the whole system of grace. There are no 
Divine utterances that can at all save man, 
but those which are contained in His Word 
and Sacraments; and these are the peculiar 
property and treasure of the Church. Where 
they are in purity and truth, there the Church 
is; and, where they are not, there is no sal- 
vation. They carry and impart salvation; and 
it is the peculiar function and office of the 
Church to carry and impart them. Lodged 
forever in the glorious city of the saints 
are all the saving testimonies of the Lord. 
It was Jerusalem’s possession of these that 
distinguished it in the Psalmist’s eyes above 

1 cities, and made Zion the centre of the 
| world for so many ages. And it is the lodge- 
ment and location of these in the Church, 
that render it the most precious and exalted 
thing on earth. It is there, and froin thence 
only, we can commune intelligently with our 
Maker, and know certainly His will and pur- 
pose, and learn His mercifulness to sinners, 
and ascertain the great salvation that He has 
wrought, and get those blessed hopes lighted 
which spring immortal in the souls of the re- 
22 
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deemed. Nor is there a Church in being, 
which more fully embraces, more jealously 
holds, more thoroughly teaches and confesses, 
or more unmistakably carries and presents 
“the whole counsel of God,” than this self- 
same restored Jerusalem, the three hundred 
and fiftieth anniversary of whose revival we 
celebrate this day. There, if anywhere, are 
the testimonies of God. 

5. He beholds there the centre of sublime em- 
pire. ‘There are set thrones of judgment, 
the thrones of the house of David.” The 
law of all true faith and of all holy living 
goes out from Zion. The saving potency 
which pronounces and fastens condemnation 
on the unbelieving and impenitent, and which 
releases and absolves the willing and obe- 
dient from all the bonds and penalties of 
their sins, goes out from the Church, in the 
Word and Sacraments deposited with it for 
ministration unto men. The judgment of 
Satan, and of a world that lieth in sin, goes 
out from the Church, which already declares 
their coming doom, and ever more and more 
inflicts upon them God’s penalties and bereave- 
ments, as the earnest of their final overthrow. 
There the King of the new Dispensation 
sends forth His royal edicts for the govern- 


ECCLESIA LUTHERANA. 251 


ment of the thoughts and lives of mankind, 
and there His princes rule from their Apos- 
tolic thrones even to the world’s end. Nay, 
from these cometh the princely and eternal 
magistracy, to which even “the world to 
come” shall be subjected. It is the royal 
nursery of future kings, every member of _ 
which is called to share in the regency of the 
Lord of lords—to “judge angels,” to “rule 
the nations,” to ‘‘reign with Christ.” They 
judge now declaratively, by their testimony 
and ministrations; but it is their portion and 
destiny to judge and reign potentially, when 
the time comes which God hath ordained. 
Yea, in the Church are God’s anointing, and 
His anointed ones, for the princedoms and 
kinghoods which are to mark and condition 
the everlasting ages. And if the Psalmist 
could admire and sing over the blessedness 
of the dominion, the thrones, the edicts and 
decrees which pertained to the Jerusalem 
which is no more, O, the judgships, and royal- 
ties, and eternal dignities of administration 
which pertain to the Church, and its true 
members! The great heart of Paul bent 
down, almost to breaking, under the contem 
plation of the matchless and eternal “ weight 
of glory” that is here involved. 
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III. THE ZEALOUS DEVOTION. 


From his admiring contemplations the 
Psalmist is fired with enthusiastic anima- 
tion. Exhortation, prophesy, and benedic- 
tion, spring to his lips; sweet compulsions 
of earthly charity and celestial awe take pos- 
session of his soul; and heart, and mind, 
and lips, and hands, all he is, all he has, are 
freely, thankfully, joyously, consecrated for- 
ever to the subject of his admiration. 


PRAY FOR THE PEACE OF JERUSALEM: THEY SHALL PROS- 
PER THAT LOVE THEE. PEACE BE WITHIN THY WALLS, AND 
PROSPERITY WITHIN THY PALACES. FOR MY BRETHREN AND 
COMPANIONS’ SAKES, I WILL NOW SAY, PEACE BE WITHIN 
THEE. BECAUSE OF THE HOUSE OF THE LORD oUR Gop I 
WILL SEEK THY GOOD. 


1. Prayer. There is no sublimer act man. 
can perform, nor loftier position that a mor- 
‘tal human being can take, than that ofa 
supplant, pleading with the invisible Maj- 
esty of heaven. An unseen grandeur, a 
hidden sublimity, and a holy reality are 
there. From that scene the world recedes 
and disappears. Satan may be near, but has 
no power to harm. Holy angels stand rever- 
ently by until the petitioner is done. The 
great High Priest takes the prayers and pre- 


-and sin and hell withdraw. . It is therefore 
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sents them upon the golden altar which is 
before the throne, accompanied with the in- 
cense of His own inexhaustible merits. ’Tis 
thus the words of man often command the 
omnipotence of God. There is majesty and 
power in prayer. And it is to the exercise 
of this prerogative of pious souls that the 
Psalmist would incite us, and incite himself. 
The office is sublime, but he finds a fitting 
subject for it in the peace of Jerusalem. 
Nor is there a nobler subject for so glorious 
a service. The Church’s prosperity is God’s 
highest glory, and earth’s truest honor. As 
it succeeds, grace is exalted, and salvation 
flows. As it triumphs, heaven is justified, 
and man is redeemed. As it flourishes, the 
blessed kingdom of the heavens approaches, 


in the precise line of our highest office, our 
truest devotion, and our sublimest usefulness, 
to pray for the good estate of Zion, and for 
all prosperity to the Church. 

2. Hopeful assurance. No affection be- 
stowed upon the Church can ever be lost. 
They that love Jerusalem shall prosper. It 
is a service which cannot fail of reward—a 
sowing which insures a harvest. It may 
cost us heavily at the time, but, in the end, 
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no man ever loses by his devotion to the 
house of the Lord. Abel lost his life by it, 
but gained a fame which has illumined all 
the ages, and won the distinction of being 
the first in heaven of all the race, and se- 
cured the priceless boon of the conscious 
favor and eternal blessing of his God. Moses 
lost his place in the home and honors of this 
world’s royalty by it, but it consecrated him 
as the chosen prophet of the Lord, the sub- 
lime leader, deliverer, and lawgiver of the 
elect tribes, and the chief legislator for man- 
kind, and secured for him the hands of angels 
to compose his dying limbs when he left the 
world, and a place among the radiancies of 
glory, which he now has held for more than 
twenty centuries. It cost the first disciples 
their earthly trades, possessions, and friend- 
ships, but it made them the honored patri- 
archs of the new dispensation, advanced 
them to sublime pre-eminence in the common- 
wealth of saints, and has in waiting for them 
the eternal headships and dominion of the 
foremost tribes in the world to come. And 
in all the history of devotion, the words of 
the Saviour have proven true, that “every 
one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, | 
or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or 


ECCLESIA LUTHERANA. 255 


children, or lands, for my name’s sake, shall 
receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit 
everlasting life.” Matt. 19 : 29. 

There are many things that enlist men’s 
hearts, but sorry are the profits they re- 
turn for the devotion rendered. People love 
-gayety and pleasure, and hesitate not to lay 
their costly offerings on the altars of vanity ; 
but the recompense is emptiness for their 
pains, and remorse for their folly. Men love 
honor, distinction, power, place, and sacrifice 
freely their substance and living for its at- 
tainment; but only to find at last that they 
have wearied themselves for nought, lost 
what good principles they had, and plunged 
themselves into temptations which have 
robbed them of their mental peace and of 
their souls’ salvation. They love themselves, 
and sacrifice day and night their energies 
and means at the shrine of selfishness, to 
adorn self, to please self, to advance self, to 
enrich self; and when the result is fully 
wrought out, they are only “wretched, and 
miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked.” 
Their misdirected devotion brings them no 
compensating returns. They sow to the 
wind, and they reap the whirlwind. But, 
though people are slow to learn the lesson, it 
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is the everlasting truth of God, that they 
shall prosper who love Jerusalem. Affection 
there, is never misplaced. The heart that 
turns toward her shall never have cause to 
regret it. For, with the same measure that 
we mete withal, shall it be measured to us 
again, good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together, and running over. 

3. Affectionate blessing. A loving heart al- 
ways begets favoring words. A true interest 
in the Church ever prompts utterances of 
good and cheer for its prosperity. The 
Psalmist looks toward the holy city, admires 
its excellencies, and his lips overflow with 
devout wishes and zealous love: ‘‘ Peace be 
within thy walls, and prosperity within thy 
palaces. For my brethren and companions’ 
sakes, I will now say, peace be within thee.” 
There is no more blessed thing for us or our 
kindred; we can conceive of no more desira- 
ble, more charitable, more pious desire, than 
the absorbing wish for Zion’s welfare, and 
the good estate and prosperity of the house 
of our God. And if we have any genuine 
piety in us—if our hearts have ever risen to 
a just appreciation of the city of peace—if 
the life of true citizens of the glorious meet- - 
ing-place of the saints has ever pulsated in 
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our souls—if we have ever realized at all the 
intense and inexpressible preciousness of the 
Church, and the heritage we have in it,— 
this is the way in which it should affect us. 
Dear to us must be that Church’s prosperity 
—dear as the love we bear to a brother 
—dear as the ties that bind us to our nearest 
friends—dear as the affection we bear for the 
Saviour who hath redeemed us by His blood 
—dear as the estimate we put upon the value 
of heaven and the approbation of God. 

4. The Solemn Pledge-—The Psalmist’s de- 
votion was not mere poetry and sentiment. 
There was both song and readiness to. work. 
His zealous desires had substance in them. 
His hand went with his heart, and his deeds 
corresponded to his joyous professions. What 
he loved he was ready with all gratefulness 
and piety to do for. His good wishes he was 
prepared to accompany with effective deeds. 
He was not only willing to do, but to make 
it a business and study to do, and to find out 
how he evermore might do, for Zion’s glory. 
‘«‘ Because of the house of the Lord our God 
I will seek thy good.” For the sake of the 
God of Israel, and for the sake of Tis taber- 
nacle, he pledged everything. His energy, 
his ingenuity, his time, his possessions, all 
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were thoroughly levied on, and held under 
indissoluble bonds, for the good and glory of 
the Lord’s house, and of Jerusalem itself for 
the sake of that house. 

And who will say that he was too lavish 
| in his zeal, or too extravagant in his devo- 
tion? Who, that has drunk in the true spirit 
of piety, does not feel that it was all right, 
and just, and praiseworthy, and good? And 
| amid the joyous and moving inspirations of 
this blessed commemoration day, who of us 
does not realize that a more beautiful thing 
none of us could do, than simply to copy his 
example, and to let this his Song of As 
| cent be the practically enacted Song of our 
Jubilee ? 

And now that fifty more years of life under 
a free Gospel and a restored Christianity, with 
all its conquests and glories, have been added 
to the three hundred of our Church’s preceding 
life, and with the certain fact before us that 
another such a Festival scarcely any here 
present shall ever see again, what a shame 
and sin it would be to us, if, in this the hour 
of our jubilant thanksgivings, we should fail 
to be moved to large and liberal things in at- 
testation of the reality of our joy, and for 
the perpetuation, in their fulness and purity, 
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of the unspeakable treasures in which we 
find so much comfort and blessedness! © 

Brethren, what have we that is worth liv- 
ing for, apart from what has come to us 
through the Church of Jesus Christ? Our 
days on earth are rapidly being numbered. 
The places that now know us, shall soon know 
us no more. Our merchandise and our accu- 
mulations, our means of doing good and of 
making our influence tell, will soon have to 
be left behind us. What we do, must be done 
quickly. The Church in her need stretches 
out her hands to us. It is in our power to 
do something effective for her relief, and her 
greater efficiency after we are gone. Shall 
- wenot doit? Does not the Church deserve 
it? Is it possible for us to lose by it? Can 
we find a more appropriate occasion for doing 
all that is in our hearts? 

It is a blessed thing that we have lived till 
this day, and it is a day of blessed memories; 
but may we not add greatly to its blessed- 
ness and ours, by making it a day of conse- 
cration to the Lord, first of ourselves, and 
then of our substance and gains, with a so- 
lemnity and largeness beyond anything of 
the kind that we ever hitherto have done? 

There is yet one Jubilee which we all shall 
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see. If we should even fall asleep before it 
comes, the trumpeters of heaven shall awake 
us to behold it. It will be the Jubilee of all 
Jubilees. It will be celebrated in a nobler 
city, and in a sublimer way than this. 


I know not, O I know not, 
What social joys are there; 
What radiancy of glory, 
What light beyond compare ! 
There stand those halls of Zion, 
Conjubilant with song, 
And bright with many an angel, 
And all the martyr throng: 
The Prince is ever in them ; 
The daylight is serene; 
The courts of that blessed palace 
Are decked in glorious sheen. 
There is the throne of David,— 
And there, from care released, 
The song of them that triumph, 
The shout of them that feast; 
And they who, with their Leader, 
Have conquered in the fight, 
Forever and forever 
Are clad in robes of light 


Fondly do we hope, through the precious 
grace of our Lord, to enter those jewelled 
halls, and to share in those pure and eternal 
festivities. But happier by far shall they be 
to us, and sublimer shall be our place and 
participation in them, if now, in the joyous’ 
sweetness of our earthly Jubilee, we will only 
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enter practically into the sentiments so beau- 
tifully expressed in the text. Let us, then, as 
God hath blest and prospered us, make it a 
day that shall be remembered with grateful 
interest on earth, and with glad thanksgivings 
in heaven. 

With these remarks, so utterly inadequate 
to the occasion, and with confident expecta- 
tions that you will fully make up in the 
cheerful generosity of your offerings, what is 
lacking in the character of my words, I joy- 
fully congratulate you all upon the arrival of 
the Seventh Jubilee of our Church, upon the 
enthusiasm and tastefulness with which you 
have thus far entered into the spirit of it, and 
upon the elegance of display with which you 
have succeeded in welcoming it. And may 
God, who has done so much for us in the 
past, continue his goodness and mercy unto 
you, your children, and your children’s chil- 
dren, till we, with them, and with our fathers, 
come to celebrate together the everlasting 
Jubilee of heaven. 
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ABSOLUTION, given in _ the 
Word and sacraments, 168 
seq.; is unattainable but by 
means of the ministerial 
function, 165 seq.; is the 
substance of the Gospel, 
170; must be received from 
Christ’s servants as from 
God, 170 seq. 

AMERICA, discovery of, 29; 
first settlement of, 202, 203 ; 
planting of the Lutheran 
Church in, 202 seq.; first 
Lutheran Synod in, 213. 

ANDREA, 180. 

ANGELS, 128. 

ANTINOMIANISM, repudiated, 
68. 

Apotoey, Tue, 50, 181; quot- 
ed, 66, 151, 156, 158, 159. 
APosTLeES, the twelve, office 
of not transferable, 97-99 ; 

Creed of, 49, 178. 

ARIANS, 179. 

ARNDT, 13), 215; quotation 
from his will on his adher- 
ence to the Confessions, 216, 
216. 


ArricLes, the Thirty-nine, 


AUDIN, on Luther’s transla 
tion of the Bible, 76. 

AUGSBURG CONFESSION, quot- 
ed, 66, 150, 153, 154, 156, 
159, 168, 185, 193, 194. 

AUGSBURG CoNreEssIon, the 
symbol of Lutheranism, 12, 
60; testimonials to, 48, 49, 
53, 67, 120-122; history of, 
51 seq.; the basis of, 53; the 
signing of, 54; delivery of, 
55; immediate effect ot, 56, 
57; versions of, 57; the 
number of those still adher- 
ing to, 58; first official state- 
ment of the revived Gospel, 
118; subscribed by Calvin, 
120; accepted by the Mora- 
vians, 120; the chief source 
of the Church of England 
Articles, 121, 122; necessity 
for, 180; is inlaid with the 
continuity of the Church, 
181. 

AUGSBURG, Diet of, 31, 51 seq.; 
peace of, 32. 


B. 


source of, 121 seq.; le-s full | BarLry, his “ Festus,” 83. 
and decisive than the Lu-| Barer, Chancellor, 55; Dr., 


theran Confessions, 189. 


130. 


ATHANASIUS, creed of, 49, 50,} BALMEz, on the need of the 


179. 


Reformation, 27. 


AvausTINE, on Episcopacy, | Barrism, 169, 172; adminis- 


107, 108. 


tration of to infants, 192. 
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Barren Hirt, Church at, 220.| BurRNET, Bishop, on the le- 


BauMGARTEN, Dr., on Lu- 
ther’s Catechism, 81. 

BELLARMIN, on the state of 
the Church before the Ref- 
ormation, 28. 

BENGEL, 180. 

BERNARD, St., 59; 
heavenly home, 260. 

BEVERIDGE, Bishop, on the 
government of the Church, 
110. 


on the 


B1BL4, THE, the supreme rule | 


of faith and practice, 42, 44, 
45; the teachings of must be 
confessed, 42, 45; is not dis- 
honored by the Creed, 46; 
must be accepted in its true 
nature and design, 47; worth 
of, 73; Luther’s translation 
of, 73-76; the law by which 


relationship to the Church | 


is decided, 145. 

BisHops, not Apostles, 97-99 ; 
by divine appointment not 
different from pastors or 
ordinary ministers, 105-111; 
might be continued if faith- 
ful, 105; have no separate 
power in themselves, 105; in 
Scripture the same as pres- 
byters or pastors, 106-109. 

Bouzius, J. M., 207. 

BossvEtT, on the need of the 
Reformation, 28; on the 
pre-eminence of Luther in 
the Reformation, 119. 

Bruck, Chancellor, his coun- 
sel which resulted in the 
preparation of the Augs- 
burg Confession, 52. 

Brunuorz, 212, 219. 

Buppeus, on the nature of the 
Reformation, 382; on the use 
of the word Mass, 152. 


BuGrenwaGen, his regard for 


the Catechism, 80. 


BuLL, Bishop, on the Augs- 


122, 


burg Contession, 


gitimacy of the Lutheran 
Churches, 90, 121. 


C. 


CatLoviws, 130. 

CALVIN, on Luther, 23; on 
the Augsburg Confession, 
120: 

CALyinists, hymn-books of, 
85; their persecuting spirit, 
205, 206. 

CARLYLE, his description of 
Luther, 19; of Luther’s 
hymn, 86. 

Carpzov, on the use of the 
word Mass, 152. 

CatrcHisM, Luther’s, 77-82; 
the first book ever printed 
in the Indian language, 205; 
Cranmer’s, 80. 

CaTuHottciry, false concep- 
tions of, 174; its true nature, 
175 seq. 

CHALMERS, Dr., 
lhe, Sr 

CHARITY, mistaken forms of, 
174 seq. ; true, 176 seq., 185- 
188. 

Cuartes IX, his missionary 
zeal, 201. 

CHARLES V, calls a Diet at 
Augsburg, 51; presides in 
person, 55; approves the 
Lutheran Confession, 57. 

CHARLESTON, Muhlenberg in, 
212: 

CHEMNITZ, 130. 
CHILLINGWORTH, on the re- 
ligion of Protestants, 48. 
CurisT, how to be received, 

47 ; the centre of the Church 
year, 195 seq. ; danger of re- 
jecting by ultra Protestants, 
145; what he is to us, 230. 
CHRISTENDOM, in what condi- 


on Luther, 


tion at the Reformation, 25, 


26, 59-61, 71, 72, 78; testi- 


monies of Romanists, 27, 28; 
Lutheran Church the centre 
of, 116 seq. 

CHRISTIANITY, where it was 
before the Reformation, 33 
seq. 

CuRisTIAns, under the papacy, 
88; their estate in Christ, 
230 seq.; their royal char- 
acter, 250 seq. 

CurisTina, Church at, 203, 
204. 

CHRISTOPHER, of Wurtem- 
burg, his missionary spirit, 
201. 

CuurcH of England, Lu- 
theran source of her Arti- 
cles, 121-124; Rationalism 
in, 183; Romanism in, 184, 
seq. 

CuurcH, LutuHeran, 12; 
name of, 12, 13, 192; origin 
of, 31, 82; where it was be- 
fore Luther, 86-88, 145; 
Protestantism of, 89-42, 
143-146; creed of, 43-50, 
183; essence of the doc- 
trine of, 59-68 ; only Church 
that has native hymns dat- 
ing from the Reformation, 
85; a true Church of Christ, 
89-101, 241; in places epis- 
copal, 100, 192; chief in- 
strument of the Church of 
England, 101, 123, 192; has 
a legitimate ministry, 102- 
115; a great Church, 116 
seq.; not a mere branch .of 
the Church, 116, 117 ; identi- 
fied with the sublimest move- 
ments and achievements in 
modern history, 117, 118; 
has given a creed to Prot- 
ostant world, 119 seq.; the 
mother of Protestants, 124; 
the Church of Theologians, 
127; falseaccusationsagainst, 
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128 seq.; Rationalism in, 
180, 182; the great stay of 
Christianity, 147; Catho- 
licity of, 174 seq.; does not 
claim infallibility, 177; the 
Church’s development in, 
180 seq.; no truer ark of 
salvation than, 182; em- 
braces the true decision of 
all questions of faith, 183; 
not sectarianly exclusive, 
185 seq.; gentleness of, 186 
seq.; leaves no excuse for 
sectarianism, 189; her reli- 
ability, 190, 198, 241; partic- 
ular features of, 191 seq.; 
government of, 192; Church 
year of, 195 seq. ; picture of, 
198; planting of in Amer- 
ica, 2U3 seq.; persecuted 
in the New Netherlands, 
205, 206; wronged on the 
Delaware, 204; early Ger- 
man Church edifices of, 211 
seq.; first German preach- 
ers of, 212, seq.; first synod 
of in America, 213, 219, 
220, 225; seventh jubilee of, 
27 seq.; revival of, 238 
seq. 


CuurcH, THE, 9-11; unity of, 


10, 178, 185, 245 seq.; holi- 
ness of, 10, 128; Catholicity 
of, 10, 178; Apostolicity of, 
11, 18; Visibility of, 11; is 
Lutheran now, 18; how it 
degenerated, 59-61; how to 
be restored and preserved, 
61, 62, 66, 67; has power to 
ordain her own ministers, 
103-105; not impeccable, 
128; historic continuity of, 
144, 146; the early creeds of, 
49, 178, 179; relation of the 
Lutheran confessions to, 
180 seq.; does not cease 
because of the presence of 
spurious members, 195; its 
aggressive character, 199; 
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how typified, 284 seq.; 
blessed character of, 235; 
joy of being interested in, 
286 seq.; compared to a 
city, 242-245; the centre of 
worship, 246 seq. ; the cus- 
todian of God’s testimonies, 
247 seq.; the seat of empire, 
250 seq.; labors for always 
blessed, 253 seq.; blessed- 
ness of to the world, 253, 
256; zeal for, 256 seq. ; 
claims of, 259. 

CuurcHEs, the, 11, 12; of 
Germany legitimate, 89 seq.; 
liberty of, 146, 229. 

CHURCHMEN, English, infidel- 
ity among, 183; Romanism 
among, 184 seq., their be- 
havior toward the Swede 

’ churches on the Delaware, 
204. 

Cuay, Dr., on the early Lu- 
therans in America, 205. 

Ciere@y, Romish, before Lu- 
ther, 26, 29, 60, 78. 

CoLERIDGE, on Luther, 19. 

ConcorD, Formula of, 50, 181; 
quoted, 44, 49, 66, 67, 68, 
156, 157, 158. 

ConFIRMATION, 193. 

CoNSERVATISM, of the Luther- 
an Reformation, 144 seq. 

CoNSTANTINE, his missionary 
zeal, 200. 

CounciIL, new General, 224— 
226. 

Cosin, Bishop, on the legiti- 
macy of the Lutheran 
Church, 90, 101, 111. 

Cranmer, Archbishop, his 
Catechism, 80; on Episco- 
pacy, 108, 109. 

CREEDS, the necessity of, 48, 
44; relation of to the Bible, 
45-48 ; not authorities like 
the holy Seriptures, 44, 48; 
those accepted by the Lu- 


theran Church, 50; the cir- | 


cumstances by which they 
were produced, 177 seq. 

CREED, the Apostles’, 49, 178; 
Nicene, 49, 179; Athana- 
sian, 49, 179; Irenzus on, 
178. 

CumMING, Rey. J., on Luther, 
22,:23, 06. 

CycLopap1iA, on Luther, 21; 
Chambers’s, quoted, 200. 


D. 


D’ AUBIGNE, on the Augsburg 
Confession, 49; on the cor- 
ruption and reformation of 
the Church, 61, 65; on Lu 
ther’s catechism, 80. 

Dxap, the, how disposed of by 
Lutherans, 194. 

DELAWARE, the, Lutheran 
settlements on, 203 seq. 

DIsciPLINe, spirit of, among 
Lutherans, 186 seq., 193 seq. 

Docrrinz, Lutheran, not new, 
82 seq.; essence of Chris- 
tian, 59-68; primitive ac- 
cepted by the Lutheran 
Church, 83, 84; must con- 
form to the word of God, 
41 seq.; as confessed b 
the Lutheran Church, 48 
seq.; central substance of, 59 
seq.; dare not be compro- 
mised, 15, 177, 185; a note 
of the Church, 185 seq.; 
fulness of in the Lutheran 
symbols, 183; exists apart 
from the incidental cireum- 
scriptions of the writings 
that present it, 184; con- 
demnations of false, 49, 187 
seq.; saving, to be found 
only in the Church, 247 
scq. ‘ 

Dovusrers, how treated by the 
Lutheran Church, 186. 
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Dortcnu, their first coming to 
America, 202, 208; Luther- 
ans among, 205; their per- 
secutions of the Lutherans 
in New Netherlands, 205, 
206. 


E. 


EBENEZER, settlement of, by 
the Salzburgers, 207 seq. 

EBIonirisM, 59, 60. 

EcGEDE, the missionary, 202. 

‘¢ HIN FESTE Bure,” 86; new 
translations of, 87. 

EneLtanp, Church of, see 
Church ; Churches of, hymn- 
books, 85. A 

Enetanp, NEw, religious de- 
fections in, 133. 

Ena.isi, their first coming to 
America, 202, 203. 

Episcopacy, its false claims, 
95; as a human arrange- 
ment not objectionable, 96; 
in the high Church sense, an 
adding to the terms of sal- 
vation 99, 100; prelatical, 
of human origin, 107-111; 
Jerome and Augustine on, 
107; distinguished Episco- 
palians on, 108-111; how re- 
garded by Lutherans, 100- 
192. 

EPIscoPALIAns, might be im- 
proved by Lutheranism, 189. 

Ernst, Prince of Saxa-Gotha, 
his missionary zeal, 201. 

Eupoxta, zeal of for the 
Church, 200. 

Eurycuians, 179. 

EVANGELICALS, English, 134. 

EvyANGELISM, Luther’s, 83, 
199; of the Lutheran 

. Princes and Church, 200 
seq. 

EVANGELIZATION, Lutheran 
method of, 192 seq. 


F. 


Fasricius, his ministry in 
New York, 207. 

Fara, the instrument of jus- 
tification, 59, 62-64, 66, 67, 
186, 141; necessitates good 
works, 68; necessary to lay 
hold of the blessings of the 
sacraments, 159, 172; often 
dead, 208-210. 

Fairu, the Christian, history 
of, 178 seq.; is fully em- 
braced by the Lutheran 
Church. 182, 183, 241. 

FALKNER, J., ordination of, 
218. 

FALLIBILITY, does not argue 
failure, 177. 

Frstivaxs, the Church, 195 


seq. 
Finns, Lutheran missions 
among, 201. 


FORGIVENESS OF SINS; see Jus- 
tification, Absolution, or Sins. 
Franke, 215; his Lutheran- 
ism, 218. 
Freperick LV, of Denmark, 
his grand mission to the 
East Indies, 201 seq. 
FREEDOM, modern, source of, 
125; promoted by the Ref- 
ormation, 126; testimony of 
Von Schlegel, Michelet, 
Grimke, and Neander, 126. 


G. 
GAILLARD, on the English 
divines touching Episco- 
pacy, 90. 


GERHARD, 130. 

GuRMANY, its hymnology, 84 
seq.; Churches of, 89 seq., 
101. 

GIBBON, on Episcopacy, 108. 

GNOSTICISM, 60. 

Gop, has a Church, 9; how to 
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be worshipped, 47; has a| 


house on earth, 9, 283 seq. ; 
how he conversed with the 
Jews, 25-4. 
GoxTWATER, Rey. J. E., perse- 
cuted by the Calvinists, 206. 
GosPEL, the real essence of, 59 
seq.; the preaching of ne- 
cessary to its effective appli- 
cation, 164 seq.; is the word 
of absolution, 170; preach- 
ine of the Word the great 
ower of, 193; independent 
of the State, 194; aggressive 
character of, 199. 
GovERNMENT, Church, not 
necessarily papal, 91 seq. ; 
not necessarily Episcopal, 
95-112, 192; character of 
among Lutherans, 186 seq. ; 
principles of the Lutheran 
Church respecting, 192. 
GOVERNMENT, civil, an ordi- 
nance of God, 89; has no 
power to control the con- 
science, 42; relation of 
Christians to, 194; connec- 
tion of the Church with, 194. 
Grace, the only fountain of 
salvation, 59 seq.; objected 
to by the natural heart, 135 
seq. 
GRIMKE, on the origin of 
American freedom, 126. 
GRoNnaAv, J. O., 207. 
GUERIKE, the missionary, 202. 
GuERIKE, Dr., on Franke’s 
Lutheranism, 218. 
GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS, his zeal 
for extending and defending 
the Gospel, 201, 208. 
GusTAvVus V Assa, his mission- 
ary efforts, 200. 
GuUTZLAFF, the missionary, 
202. 


H. 
HALL, Bishop, on the legiti- 
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macy of the German Church- 

es, 90. 

Hat, Edwin, on the legiti- 
macy of the Continental 
Churches, 89; on the mild- 
ness of the Lutheran Church, 
188 seq. 

Harpwicx, Charles, on the 
Thirty-nine Articles, 123. 
Hare, Archdeacon, on the 
use of Luther’s name, 18; 
on the Oxford Theologians, 
134; on justification by faith, 
135 seq.; his vindication of 

Luther, 141 seq. 

HamItton, 141. 

Harris, Dr. J., on Ziegen- 
balg’s missionary labors, 202. 

HEADLY, on the character of 
the Reformation, 66. 

HEATHEN, the, Gospel to be 
preached to, 199; Lutheran 
missions to, 200 seq. 

Hepes, on Luther’s transla- 
tion of the Bible, 74. 

HEERBRAND, on the apostolic- 
ity of the Lutheran Church, 
33. 

HEMDESHAGEN, on Luther, 
69-73. 

Heresy, 144; how treated by 
Lutheran Church, 187 seq. 
HERMAN, Archbishop, con- 
verted to the truth by hear- 
ing the Augsburg Confession 
read, 57; his reformed book 

of worship, 123. 

Hotaz, 130. ; 

Hoty Guost, how imparted, 
102. 

HooKkER, on the legitimacy of 
the Lutheran Churches, 101; 
on Episcopacy, 109. 

Hupson, the, first settlers on, 
202, 208, 205. 

HUMANITARIANISM, Luther’s, 
69, seq. 

Huwyntvs, 180. 

Hurrer, Dr. L., 180. 
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Hymns, part of Christian life, 
83; aided the Reformation, 
84; lack of in Calvinistic 
Churches, 85; part of Lu- 
theran worship, 198. 
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TpoLaTry, subtle forms of, 
46 seq.;~—of the Romish 
Church, 148 seq., 161. 

IMPECCABILITY, not an attri- 
bute of the Church, 128, 133. 

{nprans, American, first mis- 
sions among, 205. 

Invites, East, Lutheran mis- 
sions to, 201 seq. 

Inpvies, West, Lutheran mis- 
sions to, 201. 

INFALLIBILITY, not to be pre- 
dicated of the Church, 177. 

[REN #US, his testimony con- 
cerning the creed, 178. 


J. 


Jackson, Dr., on Wesley’s 
conversion, 208 seq. 

JrERoM#, on Episcopacy, 107, 
109. 

Joun, Elector of Saxony, his 
commands to the Lutheran 
theologians, 52, his signing 
of the Augsburg Confession, 
54. 

Jonas, JustUs, his catechism, 
80; on Luther’s catechism, 
80. 

JUBILEE, the, ancient, 228; 
seventh of the Lutheran 
Church, 224, 227 seq.; of 
the Gospel, 228; of the 
heavenly state, 228, 259 
seq. 

JUSTIFICATION BY FarrH, how 
first learned by Luther, 59, 
62; the Keynote of the Gos- 
pel, 69; consequences of its 
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neglect, 59, 60, 61; em- 
bodied the substance of the 
Reformation, 61-68; the stay 
of the Church, 62, 63; ob- 
jected to by all false re- 
ligion, 135 seq.; Oxford 
theologians on, 189. 

JUSTINIAN, Baron of Wells, 
his missionary zeal, 201. 


K. 


KEBLE, on the _ exclusive 
claims of prelacy 108 seq. 
Keys, office of the, 162 seq.; 
grossly perverted by the pa- 
pists, 163, 167; is exercised 
through the Word and Sacra- 
ments, 163 seq.; the impar- 
tation of forgiveness and 
salvation dependent on, 165 
seq.; pertains to the whole 
Church, 167 seq.; is bound 
to the written Word and liv- 
ing Church, 168; language 

expressive of, 169. 
Kurtz, N., the ordination of, 
213, 219. 


L. 


Lanaz, on Lutheran Church, 
127. 

Laprs, how converted to the 
Gospel, 200. 

Laurence, Archbishop, on 
the Augsburg Confession, 
48; on the Thirty-nine Ar- 
ticles, 121. 

Letters, revival of, 28, 29; 
Lutheran Church the patron 
of, 127. 

LIBERALISM, not true Catho- 
licity, 174 seq. 

Liserty, Luther the restorer 
of in modern times, 125 seq. 

LIcENTIOUSNESS, in faith, not 
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countenanced by Lutheran- 
ism, 144. 

Linsay, Lord, his experiment 
with the dahlia a parable of 
the Reformation, 86. 

Lirurey, English, 123; Lu- 
theran, 192. 

Lorp’s SupPeER, often called 
the Mass, 150-153; Romish 

errors concerning the, 148 
‘seq., 156 seq.; involves a 
supernatural participation 
of the body and blood of 
Christ, 158; does not confer 
grace ex opere operato, 159; 
not to be celebrated alone, 
160; how to be viewed, 160 
seq.; does not profit without 
faith, 159, 172; as solemn- 
ized by Lutherans, 193. 

LuTHER, quotations from, 18, 
15, 53, 55, 56, 58, 62-64, 66, 
78, 79, 148, 149, 150, 199, 
200. 

- Louruer, his birth and death, 

25; name of, how refused, 

18, 14; how accepted and 

necessary, 15 seq.; a teacher 

of God’s Word, 17 seq.; tes- 

timonies to his greatness, 19— 

24; the instrument of the 

Reformation, 18, 20, 21, 22, 

119; visitors to his grave, 

23; how to be revered, 17, 

24; times in which he lived, 

25-80, 60, 61; his first spir- 

itual light, 59, 62; embodied 

the Reformation, 65, 66; at 

Rome, 62; how he viewed, 

the doctrine of justifica- 

tion by faith, 62-64, 66; 

gradual elevation of, 69; his 

compassion for the masses, 

70-78 ; his discovery of the 

Bible, 118; his translation 

of the Bible, 73-76; his Cat- 

echism, 77-82; his songs and 
hymns, 84-88; his battle 

song, ‘‘ Hin feste Burg,” 87; 
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his ordination and doctorate, 
112; his excommunication a 
nullity, 1138; his conserva- 
tism, 118, 114; the author 
of modern freedom, 125; 
the contest he waged, 138; 
his condemnation of the 
Romish Mass, 148 seq. ; his 
teaching on missions, 199; 
his Preface to the Epistle to 
the Romans, 209. 


LuTueErRans, where found, 12; 


did not forsake the Church, 


' 84,180 seq.; not necessarily 


enemies of the Pope or Em- 
peror, 89, 194; their Protest 
at Spires, 40-42; exalt the 
claims of Christ above all 
earthly authority, 39, 42; 
creed of, 483-50; adhere to 
the ecumenical creeds, 384, 
49, 50, 180 seq. ; the number 
of, 58; the originators of 
modern freedom, 125, 126; 
universities of, 127; the 
mightiest of Rome’s foes, 
142; not rationalists, 180 
seq.; opposed to Zwinglians 
and Pelagians, 148; differ- 
ence of from Romanists and 
ultra reformers, 145 seq. ; 
what they understand by the 
Mass, 150-155; what they 
believe of the Lord’s supper, 
160 seq. ; what they believe 
concerning the office of the 
keys, 168 seq.; how their 
Confessions were necessita- 
ted, 178-181; their views of 
civil life, 194 seq.; the first 
movers of modern missions, 
199 seq. ; the motives under 
which they first came to 
America, 202, 208; preached 
the Gospel in Philadelphia 
before the arrival of Wil- 
liam Penn, 208; in Georgia, 
207 seq. ; views of the early — 
in America, 213 seq.; defec- 
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tion of from the old founda- 
tions, 2388; the revival in 
progress, 239. 

LUTHERANISM, objections to, 
139 seq. ; Rome’s most trou- 
blesome enemy, 142 seq. ; at 
war with. Zwinglianism and 
Pelagianism, 148; opposed 
to licentiousness and secta- 
rianism, 144; its principle 
distinguished, 145  seq.; 
hopes for in America, 224 
seq., 240. 


M. 


MAcEDONIANS, 179. 

MAN, Gospel of, 61; his prone- 
ness to object to God’s sal- 
vation, 185; universal falli- 
bility of, 177. 

Many, Dr., on the faith of the 
early Lutherans in Amer- 
ica, 218. 

MarGRaAvE OF DBRANDEN- 
BURG, his way of confessing 
himself a Lutheran, 16. 

MARRIAGE, abuses concerning 
before the Reformation, 60. 

Mason, Archdeacon, on jure 
divino Episcopacy, 109. 

Mass, the, as celebrated by 
Romanists condemned by 
Luther, 148 seq. ; repudiated 
by the Lutheran Church, 
158 seq., 156-160; meaning 
of the word in Augsburg 
Confession, 150 seq. 

Marruestivs, on the delivery 
of the Augsburg Confession, 
56; on Luther’s Catechism, 
8), 81 seq. 

Mayer, Dr., on Luther’s Cat- 
echism, 81. 

MepiArTorsuHIPs, false, 60 seq. 

Mevancruoy, on the Church, 
11; on the Mass, 151; his 


authorship of the Augsburg 
Confession, 53 

Mertnopism, unchurchly, one- 
sidedness of, 190. 

Mrrwopists, origin of their 
Articles, 124; would be im- 
proved. by Lutheranism, 
189 seq.; conversion of their 
founder, 207-210. 


MEZERAY, on need of Refor- 


mation, 28. 

MIcHELET, on the origin of 
modern freedom, 126. 

MI 1, 141. 

MINIsTERs, how to be consti- 
tuted, 102 seq.; their office 
in the impartation of salva- 
tion, 164 seq. 

Ministry, office of the, 102, 
162, 164 seq. ; any one may 
desire, 102; call to,- 103; 
forgiveness and salvation 
dependent on the exercise of, 
165 seq.; pertains to the 
whole Church, 167 seq.; 
more particularly concen- 
trated upon particular per- 
sons, 167; is bound to the 
written Word, and the liy- 
ing Church, 168. 

Misstons, 199; early Luther- 
an, 200 seq. . 

MonteomeEry, Robert, on Lu- 
ther, 20, 21, 24, 65, 68,77, 82; 
on state, of the Church at 
the Reformation, 61. 

Moravians, their adherence 
to the Augsburg Confession, 
120 02. 

MosueEIM, on Lutheran Mis- 
sions in East Indies, 202. 
Muutrenspere, Henry Mel- 
chior, his first sermon “in 
Pennsylvania, 204; his visit 
to the Saltzburgers, 210 seq.; 
arrival in Philadelphia, 211 ; 
his character, 212; his devo- 
tion to the symbols, 219 seq. 

Mier, his introduction to 
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the symbols, quoted, £0, 81, 
186 seq. 


N. 


Names, false ones to be es- 
chewed, 17. 

Neanper, on the origin of 
modern freedom, 126. 

NEGATIONS, not all that is 
needed, 39, 144. 

Neo.oey, see Rationalism. 

NESTORIANS, 179. 


INDEX. 


on the non-essential char- 
acter of Episcopacy, 122. 


Paut, 27, 188, 140; his cath- 


olicity, 176; his thorn in 
the flesh, 128; unpopularity 
of his doctrine, 135, 187. 


PENNSYLVANIA, Lutheran sy- 


nod of, 213. 


PeERICOPES, to what they re- 


late, 197. 


PETER not a pope, 91-93. 
Porrry, 83, 84, 193. 
Pore, the, his 


assumptions 
denied, 42, 91-94. 


Neuzure, Assembly of, on| Popes, depravity of before 


the ceremonies of the Mass, 
152. 

NevupEcKER, his Lexicon on 
Luther’s attitude toward 
the Romish mass, 149. 

NEwMAN, 134, 188, 141. 


0. 


Orrick, the ministerial, 102, 
162, 164 seq.; civil, 195. 
ORDINATION, an office of the 
Church, 108, 104; presbyte- 
rial, valid, 104, 105, 112; first 
Lutheran, 115; how per- 
formed by Lutherans, 193; 
first Lutheran in America, 

218. 

OXENSTIERN, his efforts to 
plant the Gospelin America, 
208. 

OxForD, theologians of, their 
Romanizing objections to 
Lutheranism, 184seq.; scan- 
dals of, 139 seq. 


PE. 


PALLAVICINI, on Protestant- 
ism, 389. 

PALMER on the legitimacy of 
the Lutheran Church, 89; 


PRAYER, 


PREACHING, 


PROTESTANTS, 


Luther, 26. 

Common English 
Book of, its Lutheran deri- 
vation, 123, 192. 


PrayeER, sublimity of, 252; 


sublimest subject of, 253. 
Lutheran view 
of, 193. 


PRESBYTERIANS might be im- 


proved by Lutheranism, 189. 


Princes, Lutheran, their brave 


attestations of the truth, 16, 
40-42, 54, 55, 56; their af- 
firmations concerning the 
Mass, 151, 152; their patron- 
age of missionary efforts, 
2.0 seq., 214. 


PRINTING, invention of, 29. 
Procror, Francis, on the ori- 


gin of the English Book of 
Common Prayer, 123. 


PROTESTANTISM, where first 


took outward form, 40; de- 
nies the supremacy of the 
Pope, 42, 91-94 ;, Marseillaise _ 
of, 86-88; radicalism of 
some, 145 seq.; the stem of, 
116, 147. 

Lutheran 
Church the mother of, 124. 


PRYZELIUS, reception of into 


the ministerium of Pennsyl- 
vania, 220. 


Psaums of Degrees, 281, 282. 
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Putpit, how regarded by Lu- 
therans, 193. 

Puritans, their defection 
from the truth, 183; their 
first coming to America, 
202, 203; their persecuting 
spirit, 206; might be im- 
proved by Lutheranism, 189. 

Pusey, 134, 188, 141. 


Q. 


Quakers, their sufferings 
from the Puritans, 206. 

QUENSTEDT, Dr., 180; on the 
constitution of the ministry, 
112, 114. 


R. 


RADICALISM unwarranted, 145 
seq. 

eee Leopold, on Luther’s 
catechism, 81. 

RaRiTAn, church at, 219 seq. 

RaTIONALISM, 75, 129 seq. ; 
its antagonism to the confes- 
sions, 1381; how overthrown, 
182; in other churches, 182 
seq.; in the American Lu- 
theran Church, 223. 

READING, convention at, 224— 
226. 

REFORMATION, THE, the ne- 
cessity for, 26-28, 78; fore- 
runners of, 28-30; doctrinal 
essence of, 59-68 ; not amere 
negation, 39, 82, 143; not the 
mere statement of a positive 
dogma, 82, 83; uttered and 
furthered itself with songs 
and hymns, 84-86; only 
proper spirit of, 144 seq. 

REFORMATION, necessity for, 
25 seq.; preparations for, 
28 seq.; nature of, 82 seq. ; 
passed from Luther’s heart 
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into the mind of the Church, 
65 seq.; was no, before Lu- 
ther, 118; in England, 121 
seq ; reached its fulness 
doctrinally in the Lutheran 
Church, 124 seq. 

REFORMERS, not founders of a 
new Church, 82-38; the 
continuators of the true 
Catholic Church, 144-146, 
180 seq. ; first efforts of, 149; 
before the Reformation, 26, 
27; modern, 182. 

Ruone, the river, a picture 
of the history of the Church, 
34. 

RomANIsM, to be distinguished 
from the Church under it, 
33; revival of among Prot- 
estants, 135 seq. ; Lutherans 
charged with, 142; its se- 
verest blow, 142; difference 
of Lutheranism from, 145. 

Romanists, admissions of to 
the corruptions of Christen- 
dom at the time of the Ref- 
ormation, 27, 28; testimo- 
nies of to the character of 
Luther, 20, 126; to his trans- 
lation of the Bible, 75-77; 
to the human origin of pre- 
lacy, 105; their conception 
of the Church, 91 seq.; their 
doctrine concerning the 
Mass, 156 seq. 

RoReER, the first who received 
Lutheran ordination, 115 n. 

Russ1A, Lutheran missions in, 
201. 


8. 


SACRAMENTARIANS, their false 
representations of Lutheran 
doctrine, 158. 

SACRAMENTS, require faith, 
159, 172; blessings conferred 
by, 163 seq.; the value of, 
171 seq.; presence of a note 
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of the Church, 185 seq.,|Srvs, forgiveness of, secured by 


249; not rightly embraced 
by Presbyterians, 189. 
Saints, how remembered by 

Lutherans, 24, 197. 
SaLvaTion, God’s plan of set 


aside, 59 seq., 185 seq. ; 
terms of, 97 seq. 
SALVATION, obtained only 


through the Word and Sac- 
raments, 164 seq. 
SALZBURGERS, 207 seq.; their 
adherence to the symbols, 
215. 
Sarrortus, on the nature of 
the Reformation, 82; on the 
Augsburg Confession, 119; 
on the binding substance of 
the symbols, 1-4. 
SaTan, some of his devices, 
93, 129. 
SAVONAROLA, 26. 
ScHarrrer, Dr. C. W., on the 
early Lutherans in America, 
211, 215, 222. 
Scuism, Lutherans not guilty 
of, 89; is sin, 144. 
ScuLre@EeL, F. Von, on Lu- 
ther, 20; on Luther’s ver- 
sion of the Bible, 75; on the 
source of modern freedom, 
126. 


ScuuLtzE, the missionary, 
202. 
Scuwarrz, the missionary, 
202. 


ScorLanD, defections in from 

_ the pure faith, 1383. 

ScrIPTURES, sufficiency of, 41; 
only source of saving knowl- 
edge, 248 seq. 

SEASONS, as arranged by the 
Church, 195 seq. 

SECTARIANISM, 18, 17, 116, 
144; no excuse for, 189. 

SERVETUS, burned at Geneva, 
205. 

SuerLock, Dean, on Episco- 

. pacy, 110. 
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faith only, 64, 66, 141, 159; 
ordinances of Christ con- 
cerning the impartation of, 
161 seq.; conferred by the 
word and Sacraments, 163 
seq.; inseparably conjoined 
with the ministerial func- 
tion, 164 seq. 

SMALCALD ARTICLES, 50, 181; 
quoted, 44, 104, 105, 114, 
115, 160, 167. 

Smyvu, Prof., quoted, 65. 

SocrzEry, civil, 195. 

SPENER, 180, 215; his devo- 
tion to the Confessions, 216 
seq. 

SPANGENBERG, Bishop, on the 
Augsburg Confession, 120. 
Sprres, Diet of, 31, 40, 118, 

125, 151. 

STaTE, connection 
Church with, 194. 

Stone, Dr., on the legitimacy 
of the continental churches, 
ML. 

Sr. MicHaxrt’s, Philadelphia, 
219; constitution of, 220 
seq. 

SunpaAy, the Christian, 197. 

SWEDEN, Evangelical spirit of 
kings of, 200, 208, 214. 

SweEpss, their churches on the 
Delaware, 2038, 204; their 
affilation with Muhlenberg, 
218, 219; were Symbolists, 
214, 219, 221. 

Sympors, the Lutheran, 49- 
50; perversions of, 134; ob- 
jections to, answered, 148- 
173; the causes which pro- 
duced them, 180, 181, 183; 
how to be estimated, 183, 
184; preface to, quoted, 187 
seq.; devotion to by the 
early Lutherans of America, 
213 seq.; John Arndt on, 
215 seq.; Spener on, 216 
seq.; Muhlenberg on, 218 


of the 


INDEX 


seq.; adhered to by the early 
Lutherans in America, 222 
seq.; the Church returning 
to, 224 seq. 

Synop, of Pennsylvania, 213, 
219, 220, 225. 

Sywop, the general, 225 seq. 


oe 


TuHeEODosIvS, his concern for 
the extension of the Church, 
200. 

Tueses, the Ninety-five nailed 
up by Luther, 31, 118. 

TETZEL, 188. 

Times, the Church’s compu- 
tation of, 195 seq. 

ToMLINE, Bishop, on Episco- 
pacy, 110. 

TRANSUBSTANTIATION, reject- 
ed by the Lutheran Church, 
157. 

TRAPPE, the Church at, 221. 

TRENT, council of, 119. 

TRuTH, catholicity of, 175. 

Turks, their capture of Con- 
stantinople, influence of on 
Europe, 28, 29. 

TURRETIN, on the concurrence 
of Lutheran and Reformed 
Churches, 120. 


TyTLER, the historian, on the |: 


English Reformation, 121. 


U. 
Ursinus, on the relation of 


the visible and invisible 
Church, 11. 


V. 


VirGIniA, first settlement of, 
203. 
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W. 


Watcu, J. G., on the apos- 
tolicity of the Lutheran 
Church, 38. 

WANSLEBEN, Lutheran mis- 
sionary to Abyssinia, 201! 

WARD, 184, 188, 141. 

WATERLAND, Dr.,on the word 
Mass, 152, n. 

Westery, JouNn, his awaken- 
ment to the power of true 
faith, 207 seq.; to what he 
he dated his conversion, 209. 

WrYGAND, ordination of, 219. 

Wuatery, Archbishop, on 
Kpiscopacy, 111 seq. 

WHITTINGHAM, Bishop, on 
the origin of the Thirty-nine 
Articles, 122. 

Wicaco, Church of, 204. 

WoLreanG, Prince of Anhalt, 
on the confession of Christ, 
54. 

Worp, God’s, must be ac- 
knowledged, 15; preachers 
of dare not be disowned, 16 
seq.; taught by Luther, 17 
seq., 20, 22, 31, 43; first 
printing of, 30; sufficiency 
of, 41; above all earthly leg- 
islation, 42, 64; the only ba- 
sis of the Lutheran Church, 
44 seq., 50; contents of, 47; 
the Creed not a further con- 
tinuation of, 48; substance 
of as confessed by the proper 
Church, 48 seq; how first 
disclosed in modern times, 
118; how wrought into the 
consciousness and testimony 
of the Church, 177 seq. ; how 
confessed and guarded in the 
Lutheran Church, 183; de- 
posited in the Church, 247 
seq. 

WorLDLINEss, poor fruits of, 

W orks, false, 59 seq. ; no part 
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of our justification, 64, 66, Y. : 

67, 141; always put forward | ypar, the Church, 195 seq. 

by false Christianity, 60,185)-Youna, Dr., on preparations 
/ seq.; the naturaland neces-| for the establishment of the 

sary fruit of living faith, 64,| Church of Christ, 244. 

68; for the Church always 


blessed, 254 seq. Z. 
Worms, Diet of, 81, 125. ZIEGENBALG, the missionary, 
WRANGLE, Dr., 221. 202. 


WourremMsura Conresston, | Zion’s OnuRcH, Philadelphia, 
on the notes of the true} 221. 
Church, 185. ZWINGLIANISM, 148. 
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